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PREFATORY.
First—By divine authority we under­

stand that God has one living Church on 
earth, composed of al] who believe in 
Christ and do his will.

Second—We learn by the writings of 
the Apostles, that local churches were 
established for mutual benefit and con­
venience ; and wherever there arc Chris­
tians who meet in any place for the wor­
ship of God, and to attend to the ordi­
nances of the gospel, they do constitute 
such a church, being in harmony with the 
Apostolic plan.

Third—Therefore, we who have been 
and are accustomed to meet together for 
the worship of God- do, by the order of 
the gospel, hold ourselves to be an estab­
lished church, located in Lynn, Mass.

Fourth—We believe that “all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is
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profitable for doctrine, for reproof, fnr 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
Hint the man of God may be thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” We. 
therefore, whose names follow, agreeing Io 
take the word of God as onr role of faith* 
do mutually and solemnly covenant:

COVENANT.
Fjhst—That we will exercise a mutual 

watch over one another, and help bear 
each otter's burdens; so fulfilling the law 
of Clinet.

Seconi>—Wc will attend to the ordi­
nances of the gospel as taught in the Now 
Testament, not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some io, hut will meet for prayer, for 
praise, and exhortation, “so much the 
more as we see the day approaching.”

Thiri>—Wc do covenant to “follow pence 
with all men, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Ixnd.“ Seeing,“that none 
render evil for edl urrto any man,” rcmem-
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J boring that, “though wc walk in the flesh 
we do hot war after the flesh, for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

’ but mighty through God to Ilie pulling 
down of strongholds.”

Foi hth—We will not credit nor circulate
I

any report to tho injury of our brother or 
sister founded upon rumor, but visit them 
upon the first opportunity and ascertain 
the truth in the matter.

Fifth—We renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of tho flesh, 
and will not follow nor be led by them; 
bnt will yield ourselves to God in con­
stant obedience to all the divine require­
ments.

Sixth—We will contribute of our means 
to the support of the church.

Seventh—The object of this church is 
the upbuilding of its members in holiness, 
the entire sanctification of believers. The 
conversion of sinners. This to lie oh-



tain cd by preaching and teaching the 
whole word of God, giving to all their men! 
in due season. Also bv the use of such *
other means and agencies ns shall best 
secure these results.

CONFESSION OF FAITH.
ARTICLE 1. We believe there is one 

only living and true God, infinite in all his 
attributes: the C reator, Preserver and 
Governor of the Universe, revealed in the 
Scriptures as the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost; that these three are the one 
God, the same in essence, and equal in 
every divine perfection.

ART. H. We believe the Holy Bible, 
containing the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, is the revelation of di­
vine truth, and the record of God’s will, 
from whence we derive all correct knowl­
edge of religious truth and duty; and that 
it is the only sufficient rule of a Christian's 
faith and practice.

ART. Ilf. We believe man wns created
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holy : that he fell from that state bv trans- • •
gression. and that, in consequence of the 
fall, mankind arc hv nature destitute of 
holiness, and inclined to evil, and that con­
tinually, and in nil their moral actions sin­
ners against God. and under just condem­
nation to eternal ruin without defense or 
excuse.

ART. IV. Wc believe that Jeans Christ 
is both God and man ; that by his suffer­
ings nnd death he made an atonement for 
sin, sufficient for all mankind ; and that 
through him salvation is freely offered Io 
all, on condition of repentance and faith : 
that no one can merit or obtain this salva­
tion, yet good works are pleasing and ac­
ceptable to God in Christ and spring out 
of a true and living faith, insomuch that 
by them a lively faith may be as evidently 
known as a tree is discerned by its fruit.

ART. V. We believe that all who truly 
repent of their sins, and believe in Christ 
arc justified on account of Christ’s atoning 
sacrifice and arc regenerated by the s]>ecial
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influence of the Holy Spirit, whereby lie 
soul ib freed from the dominion of sin ni 
brought into the glorious liberty of th 
children of God.

ART. VI. We believe that entire snin 
tifiration is that net of the Holy Spiri 
whereby the justified soul is delivered from 
inbred sin and made pure in heart; that it 
;s receivable now, by simple faith, enabling 
the believer to love God with all his heart, 
mind, soul and strength, which implies no 
wrong temper, none contrary to love re­
mains In the soul; that all the thoughts, 
words nnd actions are governed by pure 
love; that entire sanctification docs not ex- I 
chide ignorance or mistake nor an invol­
untary transgression of some unknown di­
vine precept.

ART. VII. We believe that Christ has » 
a visible church in the world, that its ordi­
nances are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; 
that the Christian Sabbath and the Gospel 
Ministry are institutions of divine appoint­
ment, nnd that it is tho duty of Christians
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unite with this visible church nnd ob­
serve its Barred ordinances.

ART. \ III. We believe that the out­
ward sign of Baptism is water applied in 
the name of the Ent her, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost; that the inward grace 
signified in this ordinance is n death unto 
sin and n new birth unto righteousness.

ART. IX. We believe that the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper was ordained by 
our Lord Jesus Christ for the continual re­
membrance of the sacrifice of his death, 
nnd of the benefits that wc thereby re­
ceive ; that the outward sign is bread and 
wine: and that the inward grace of this 
sacrament is the communion of the body 
and blood of Christ, whereby we are re­
minded of his sacrificial death and spirit­
ually strengthened to do his will.-

ART. X. We believe that the religious 
observance of the Sabbath is binding on 
all, and that any indulgences or avocations 
on that day that aim at worldly gain or 
pleasure, rather than at moral and religious



improvement, involve a violation of Chris­
ti nn dntv.

AHI. XI. M e believe in the second 
coming of Christ at the end of the world : 
Uic resurrection of the dead; that God 
hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained, nnd that the 
wicked shall go away into everlasting pun­
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal'.



CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE I—Officers.

The* olllcers of this church shall consist 
nf a Pastor, two Deacons, s Clerk, and 
Treasurer, who shall, except the pastor, be 
chosen at the annual meeting.

Se<tiox 1—The pastor shall have full 
control of the preaching services, prayer 
nnd covenant meeting*, and preside at all 
business meetings; also, full liberty to in­
troduce such order of worship, or subjects, 
as in his judgment the needs of his con­
gregation as a whole demands, without 
hindrance or dictation from any member. 
He shall visit the members of this church, 
nnd as many others ns he may have time, 
or seems desirable.

Sec. 2—The deacons shall act olticially 
with the pastor, and assist him in every 
way possible in carrying on the work of 
the church.
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Sei . 3— I he elerk shall keep the uh 
bership roll. a record of all business Iran- 
actions. and such other matters as will I- 
of interest in the history of the church.

Se< - 4—The treasurer shall hold, an* 
with the advice of the Ofllciol Board, dis­
burse the funds.of the church.

ARTICLE II—Meetings.
The meetings shall consist of an annua 

meeting, business, prayer, covenant, am 
such extra meetings as shall be judged best 
bv the Otllcial Board.

Section 1—The annual meeting shall 
Ik held the third Monday evening in 
December.

Sec. 2—The covenant meeting should 
l>e held the last Friday evening before the 
first Sunday in every month, and the Holy 
Communion should be celebrated on the 
succeeding Lord’s day.

Sec. 3—The business meetings other 
than the annual one shall be subject to the 
call of the clerk or pastor, due notice be­
ing given from the pulpit.
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ARTICLE Ill—Committees.

The committees of this church shall 
consist of a Standing Committee, an Olll- 
cial Board, Committee on Sick and Poor, 
Commitcc on Hospitality, and a Tract 
Committee.

Section 1—1)itie> of the Standing 
Committee — Thia committee shall have 
charge of the church property, and attend 
to all legal in at tel's.

Sec. 2—Dctik? of the Official 
Board—The Official Board shall have gen­
eral charge of all business matters, have 
oversight of the sexton, see that the place 
of worship is properly kept, lighted, 
heated, etc. They shall have charge cf 
the finances. They shall receive applica­
tions for membeiship, recommend to tl>e 
church such as are approved, look after 
those who fail to live up to the covenant, 
and make recommendation to the church 
according to their best judgment. They 
shall examine candidates for baptism,



making necessary arrangement* for the 
snme.

Sec. 3—Committee on Su k anh Pooh— 
This committee shall provide watchers for 
the sick, as far ns possible, when desired, 
and shall minister to the sick nnd poor 
according tn the New Testament teachings. 
The chairman shall l>c treasurer of the 
funds.

Sec. 4—Commitfee on Hospitality— 
This committee shall seek out strangers 
visiting the church, extend to them a cor­
dial welcome, introducing them to the pas­
tor and other members of the church and 
congregation; also inviting others from 
without to attend the services. Besides, 
they shall see that visiting brethren st any 
extra meeting or protracted session are 
provided with the necessary accommoda­
tions.

Sec. 5—Tract Committee—This com­
mittee shall purchase, with the approval 
of the pastor, tracts, leaflets, cards, etc., 
Tor free rtistrihntion, and shall seek in this
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wav in spread the gospel. They shall nine 
rcc ihnt all the church services are well 
advertised

ARTICLE IV—Membership.
Neitiun 1—Pvraons desiring to unite 

with thia church by letter shall come be­
fore the Otllcial Board, who shall consider 
their case, and if satisfactory, recommend 
to the church at any regular covenant nr 
business meeting properly called. They 
must receive a two-thirds rising vote of 
the mcmlwrs present. If accepted, the 
pastor shall extend to them the right hand 
of fellowship.

Sec. 2—Any applicant for membership 
without a letter, or whose letter or experi­
ence is not satisfactory to the Board, may, 
on recommendation of Ihc Board, be rc- 
■eeived on probation; if their six months* 
probation shall be considered satisfactory, 
they may be received according to Sec. 1.

Sec. 3—Any person in good and regular 
standing desiring to leave this church with 
the purpose of uniting with some other 
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evangelical church. may lx* given a letter 
of dismissal and recommendation to such 
church, hut the order of procedure shall 
Im* according to Sec. 1.

Sec. 4. — If any of the members of this 
church shall be guilty of misconduct of 
life, such arsons shall lie kindly labored 
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with, and if. after such labor, they per­
sist in such a course, the Q/heia! Board 
shall consider their case, and recommend 
that their names be dropped, which shall 
Im? done by a two-thirds rising vote.



RULES AND BY-LAWS.
1. No person shall liccomo pastor of 

this church unless ho has previously be­
come a member, and is clearly in ihr exper- 
ience of entire sanctification.

2. No person shall ho chosen deacon, 
or bo eligible to olHce in the Standing Com­
mittee, or tho Official Hoard who is not 
clcnrly in the experience of entire sancti­
fication.

3. Twenty-five members shall consti­
tute a quorum for the transaction of busi­
ness at any regular meeting. A quorum 
being present, all questions shall be decided 
by a majority vote, except the changing 
of the Constitution, Confession of Faith, 
Covenant, nnd By-Laws, which shall require 
a two-thirds rising vote, with one month’s 
notice from the pulpit.
4. As this building has been dedicated 

to the worship of God, no fairs, festivals.



or dramatic exercises, or so-called sociables 
e.hall Im* held in it. Im-1 io vi ng these lliin;> 
to be incompatible with the spirit of th< 
Gosj»cL

j. The Standing Committee shall con­
sist of the paator. clerk, treasurer, nnd 
Iwo others, who fball Im? chosen nt the nn- 
nual roeetins. bv ballot. *

f. The Official Board shall consist of 
the pastor. deacons, clerk, treasurer, nnd 
nix others, who shall lw? chosen bv ballot 
al the annual meeting.

7. The number of the committee on 
Sick and Poor, Hospitality and Tract * 
shall be decided at the time of election al 
the annual meeting.

H. T1»e pastor may, if he sees fit for 
the (test interests of the church, submit a 
fist of officers and committees to he elec­
ted at the annual meeting.

9. This church shall maintain a Sun­
day-school for the dissemination of Bible 
truths, especially those set forth in our Ar- 
Tiries nf Faith.
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10. A siqM'rinicndcut. assistant super- 
intendont, nnd treasurer shall bo chosen by 
ballot by the church at the annual meeting.

11. A vacancy in any oltice of tho 
church or school may be filled at any 
business meeting of the church, by giving 
ono wooks notice from the pulpit.

12r The Sunday school shall l>e gov­
erned by such rules as they may see fit to 
adopt, provided they do not conflict with 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
church.

13. Violating some moral precept found 
in the Scriptures, some covenant vow, the 
profession of opinions opposed to, or sub­
versive of the Confession of Faith, or any 
part of it, neglecting family prayer, un­
necessary absence from any of the church 
services, devoting any part of thd1 Sabbath 
to unnecessary work or worldly pleasures, 
refusing to contribute toward the support 
of the church, the sale or use of intoxicat­
ing liquors, attending any institution, as­
sociation, or place which would encourage
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the vicious, and operate against the good 
name of the church, refusing to conform 
to the Scriptures (see 1 Tim. 2 : x, y, 
J Peter 3: 1-5.) in the matter of dress, 
are grounds for admonition and discipline, 
and if not renounced, art sufficient cause 
for dismissal from the church.

14. No person shall become a member 
of this church who votes for license, li­
cense parties, or license candidates.

15. No person shall be received on 
probation who uses tobacco.

16. Probationers shall enjoy all the 
rights and privileges of members, except 
to hold olllce, or take part in the govern­
ment of the church.

17. No person or persons shall be al­
lowed to introduce into the meetings any 
controversy, or personal retaliatory thrusts 
or any controversial doctrines which shall 
be considered by the church as not condu­
cive to the best interest of the cause of 
Christ. The pastor shall be supported by 
the church in properly carrying out this 
rule.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONSTITUTION AND 
BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE 1. Namk—Thia ticboo) shall l»c 
known as the First Pentecostal Church Suinlay 
School of Lynn, Mass.

ART. 11. Object—The object of this school 
shall lx* the conversion of the unsaved, the en­
tire sanctification of beilevers, and the devout 
study of the word of God.

ART. 111. Sessions—This school shall as­
semble on each Sahbatb, and hold its session In 
the place provided for the purpose.

ART. IV. Management—This school shall 
lie under the management of a Sunday-school 
Board, consisting of the pastor, the officers and 
teachers of the school.

ART. V. Oeeickrs—The officers shall consist 
of the pastor, a superintendent, assistant super­
intendent, secretary, assistant secretary, treas­
urer, librarian and assistant librarian.

ART. VI. Election—1. The superintend­
ent, assistant, and treasurer shall be elected by 
the church.

2. Subordinate officers and teachers shall be 
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chosen by lb** school on recommendation of tin- 
soperinteudent.

3. The term of officers shall expire at the end 
of the church year, or when their successors an 
elected.

\KT. VII. I)CTll-> UF OFFICKirs—1. SllJMJt- 
intendent. The duty of the superintendent shall 
l>e to preside at the weekly sessions, au.l have 
genera! oversight of the school, and shall be 
chairman of the Board.

2- Assistant Supt. The duty of the assistant 
superintendent »ball be to assist in the manage­
ment of the school, and preside at the weekly 
session in the absence of the superintendent.

3. Secretary. The duties of the secretary shall 
be to keep a correct record of attendance, and 
the collection of each session. He shall be the 
secretary of the Hoard, keeping a record of Its 
meetings.

4. Assistant Sec. The assistant secretary 
shall in the absence of, or the inability of the 
secretary, perform the duties of the olllcc.

5. Treasurer. The treasurer shall bold, and 
with the advice of the Board, disburse the funds 
of the School, and shall report at the regular • 
meeting of the Board, and to the annual meeting 
of the church.
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6. Librarian. The llbrariiui shaII have charge 
of the library, keeping nn Recount of the books 
distributed each week, and to whom, and report 
nt tbe annua) meeting of the church the con­
dition of tlie library, number of Ixicks distribu­
ted during tbe year, number added, and nuudier 
lost.

7. Assistant Librarian. Tbeasslstam lihrnrinn 
shall wlieu needed, ar In tbo ahueucH or Inability 
of tie librarian perform the duties of the oilice.

ART. VIH. StrNiiAY-SCHiH»L Boari>—The 
Board shall advise with the superintendent 
when be desires, examine nod approve all books 
to lie placed in the library. They shall sec that 
tbe records of the school arc properly kept. 
They shall interest themselves In the yonug con­
verts of the church, and in strangers; cordially 
invite al) to attend the services uf the church and 
school aud sec they arc made welcome. They 
shall labor to keep tbe interest of the church in 
the school warm and devout, nnd shall seek to 
have the members of the school attend the 
church services.

ART. IX. Business Meetings—The business 
meetings of tbe Board shall be held the second 
Monday hi each quarter. Seven mciulters shnll 
constitute a quorum. Extra meetings may Im* 
called by the superintendent.



A KT. X. Vacancies—Vueanclts not other- 
wise provided for. may lie 11 lietl by the mUhkiI on 
recommendation of tlie aujierliilendenl.

A KT. XI. Amendment—This Constitution 
may lie amended hy a majority vote of the school 
(such alterations having been approved hy the 
Board; with oue week’s notice-

BY-LAWS

I. No |M?rsoi] shall lie elected an ulllccr or 
teacher who Is not clearly In the experience of 
entire sanctification.

2. All permanent teachers shall be nicilibcrs 
of the church.

3. No person shall Im* allowed to Leach any 
doctrine contrary to our Articles of Faith.

4. A missionary collection shall be taken once 
a month.

5. The teachers shall do all In their power to 
assist the superintendent in conducting the 
school In aii orderly manner.



FORM OF ADMISSION.
Y Bklovkd: You have come hltlier 

seeking the great privilege of uuiou with the 
Church of God — the Church which Jesus died lo 
sanctifly and cleanse, that It might Im? presented 
lo himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot or wrinkle. or any such thing, but 
that It should Ik? holy and without blemish. Il 
Is projH?r that you should confess your faith, and 
declare your purpose iu the presence of God and 
these witnesses.

Do you know your sins are all forgiven?

Have you the witness of the Spirit to the fact?

Are you uow In the experience of entire sanc­
tification?

Have you the witness of the Spirit to thi> ex­
perience?

Do you believe In the doctrines of Holy Scri]>- 
ture as set forth In the Articles of Faith of the 
First Pentecostal Church?

Have you read our By-Laws?

Will you cheerfully he governed by the rules
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of tbe First Pentecostal Church, hold sacred the 
ordinances of God, and to the best oLyour abil­
ity. seek to promote the welfare of yonr breth­
ren and tbe advancement of tbe Hedeemcr’s 
kingdom?

Wil) you contribute of your means, according 
to your ability] to tbe support of the church?

Do you now covenant to attend the worship 
of God and tbe ordinances of tbe Gospel with 
this church?

Will you keep the covenant of this church?

Brethren these persons have given satisfac­
tory answers to onr inquiries, have any of you 
reason to allege why they should not be received 
as inejmljers of this church?
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