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ADDRESS

We recommend this book, the Manual, to our
~people for careful and conscientious study, as it
~contains the doctrines and laws of our church. In
the study of this book you will find a short history
of the origin and growth of the church, a clear and
concise statement of doctrine, and the laws by
which we consent to be governed—all of which
have been simply and conveniently arranged.

- This Manual has been formed by representative

bodies of godly and consecrated men and women

sitting in General Assembly, who have carefully

and prayerfully sought the promotion of the king-

.dom of God, without regard to personal interests,

~whieh fact gives weight to the contents of this vol-

g ume.

The study of this Manual and of the Manuals

published by other General Assemblies will reveal

‘the fact that no changes have been made in our
doctrines at any time. We sincerely hope and be-

lieve that none will ever be made, as these doc-
trines are founded upon the revealed Word, which

abides unchangeable for ever. '

You will discover that a few minor changes have
been made by the Eighth General Assembly in the
laws of the church, changes deemed wise and prof-
itable afte? four years of practical experience in
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4 ADDRESS

the operation of the church under the laws passed
by the preceding General Assembly. The funda-
mental principles of our government remain the
same. The laws founded upon these principles may
from time to time undergo adjustments, but the
principles underlying these laws must ever be the
same. In polity we are neither purely episcopal
nor wholly congregational; but we are representa-
tive in form of government, giving the laity and
ministry equal authority in all deliberative bodies.

Our church has an evident and well defined com-
mission from God, namely to propagate the gospel
throughout the world, seeking the conversion of
sinners, the reclamation of backsliders, the sancti-
fication of believers, especially emphasizing the
precious doctrine of full salvation. We have an ob-
jective, but this objective is not to have an exist-
ence merely for the sake of an existence. Our pur-
pose lies outside of ourselves. It is to evangelize
and conserve the results obtained. This we believe
can be done best through a well organized church
movement. It is true, holiness does not need tg be
organized; but it can be promoted and conserved
effectively only through organization.

We sincerely urge our people everywhere to
study the doctrines and laws contained in this book
until they become thoroughly acquainted with them
—that the principles contained herein may master
their affections and be a foundation for their con-
duct. We urge loyalty to our principles, interests,
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and institutions. Study of our laws and doctrines
will, create love for them, and love will result in
- genuine loyalty and faithfulness. Love and loyalty
will greatly increase our efficiency and usefulness
under the leadership of the Holy Ghost. Solidarity
of support and effort in service with faith in God
will yield gracious returns this quadrennium.
With loyalty to His cause, and faith in Jesus
Christ,
H. F. REyNoOLDS,
General Superintendent
Emeritus. '
J. W. GoopwiIN,
R. T. WILLIAMS,
J. B. CaarmAN,
General Superintendents.
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HISTORICAL STATEMENT

1. Near the close of the nineteenth century,
a movement for the spread and conservation of
scriptural holiness in organized church form de-

veloped almost simultaneously in various parts of
the United States. This movement was similar to
that of the previous century historically known as
the Wesleyan revival. There was manifested every-
where a spontaneous drawing in the unity of the
Spirit towards closer affiliation of those of like
precious faith which finally culminated in the or-
ganization of the Pentecostal Church of the Naz-
arene.

The great impulse of this movement has been
the emphasis placed by the Scriptures upon the
fact that, in the atonement, Jesus Christ has made
provision not only to save men from their sins, but
~also to perfect them in love.

2. On May 13, 1886, a number of the breth-
ren in Providence, Rhode Island, interested in pro-
moting the Wesleyan doctrine and experience of
e ntire sanctification, organized and held weekly re-
ligious services, first in private homes, but after a
few months in a rented store on Oxford street. On
January 16, 1887, a Sunday school was organized
with ninety-five members. On July 21, 1887, the Peo-
ple’s Evangelical Church was organized with fifty-

15
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one members, Rev. F. A. Hillery acting as pastor.
On November 25, 1888, the Mission Church, Lynn,
Massachusetts, was organized with Rev. C. Howard
Davis as pastor. On March 13 and 14, 1890, rep-
resentatives from these churches and other evan-
gelical holiness organizations in southern New Eng-
land, assembled at Rock, Massachusetts, and or-

ganized the Central Evangelical Holiness Associa-
tion. Rev. W. C. Ryder, pastor of the Independ-
ent Congregational Church of that place was elected
president. Within the following year the Mission
Church, Malden, Massachusetts, the Emanuel Mis-
sion Church, North Attleboro, Massachusetts, and
the Bethany Mission Church, Keene, New Hamp-
shire, were organized.

3. In January, 1894, Willlam Howard Hoo-
ple, a business man in New York City, founded a
mission in Brooklyn, which, in the following May,
was organized as an independent church, with a
membership of thirty-two, and called “Utlca Ave-
nue 'Pentecostal T abernacle ” A church edifice was
afterward erected, and Mr. Hoople was called to
the pastorate. The following February the Bedford
Avenue Pentecostal Church was organized, in an -
abandoned church building, and a little later, the
Emmanuel Pentecostal Tabernacle. In December
1895, delegates from these three churches formed
the “Assoc1at10n of Pentecostal Churches of
America,” adopting a constitution, a summary of
doctrines, and by-laws. This association was duly
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incorporated. Associated with Rev. William How-
ard Hoople in this work were Rev. H. B. Hosley,
Rev. John Norberry, Rev. Charles BeVier, and Rev.
H. F. Reynolds.

4. On November 12, 1896, a joint committee
from these two associations met in the city of

~ Brooklyn, New York, to formulate some plan of
union. For the benefit of the counsel and co-opera-
tion, several brethren prominent in the work were
invited to act with the joint committee. Among
this number were Rev. C. Howard Davis, Rev.
G. W. Wilson, Rev. John Norberry, Rev. H. F.
Reynolds, Rev. H. B. Hosley, and Rev. Charles H.
~ BeVier. This meeting resulted in the union of the

two bodies. It was agreed- that the work should
~ be continued under the name of the Association of
~ Pentecostal Churches of America.

5. In October, 1895, a number of persons,
- under the leadership of Rev. Phineas F. Bresee,
- D, D, and Rev. J. P. Widney, LL. D., formed the
- First Church of the Nazarene, at Los Angeles, Cali-
~ fornia, with one hundred and thirty-five charter
members. They adopted statements of belief, and
agreed to such general rulés as seemed proper and
needful for their immediate guidance, leaving to
the future the making of such provisions as the
- work and its conditions might necessitate. As a re-
~sult of this organization, a number of churches
- sprang into existence, reaching as far east as Chi-
cago.
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6. As these two bodies came to know more of
each other, it was felt that they should unite; and,
after consultation by delegates from one body to

the other, the following basis of union was pre-
pared and unanimously adopted by both bodies.
The first. union Assembly was held in Chicago, in
October, 1907,

7. Basis or UNION

It is agreed that the two churches are one in the doc-
trines considered essential to salvation, especially the doc-
trines of justification by faith and entire sanctification sub-
sequent to justification, also by faith, and, as a result, the
precious experience of entire sanctification as a normal con-
dition of the churches. Both churches recognize that the
right of church membership rests upon experience; and that
persons who have been born of the Spirit are entitled to
its privileges,

We are agreed on the necessity of a superintendency,
which shall foster and care for churches already established,
and whose duty it shall be to organize and encourage the
organizing of churches everywhere,

We are agreed that authority given to superintendents
shall not interfere with the independent action of a fully
organized church, each church enjoying the right of select-
ing its own pastor, subject to such approval as the General
Assembly shall find wise to institute; the election of dele-
gates to the various assemblies; the management of their
own finances; and of all other things pertaining to thelr
local life and work.

It is agreed that any church of the Association of Pente-
costal Churches of America going into this organization
which may feel it imperative with them to continue to
hold their property in like manner as at present, shall be

at liberty to do so.
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It was agreed that the name of the united body
. should be, “The Pentecostal Church of the Naza-
rene.”’

8. In 1894, the first organization of the New
Testament Church of Christ was effected by Rev.
R. L. Harris, at Milan, Tennessee, with fourteen
members. This church was deemed necessary to
conserve the work of holiness, and soon spread.

- throughout Western Texas and Arkansas. Promi-
nent among the leaders was Mrs. Mary Lee Harris
(now Mrs. Cagle), the wife of Rev. R. L. Harris,

- who took up the work after the death of her hus-

» band.

9. In 1898, the first holiness churches were or-
- ganized in Texas, by Rev. Thomas Rogers and Rev.
- Dennis Rogers, who came from California.

~10. In 1900, the first Independent Holiness
~Church was orgamzed by Rev. C. B. Jernigan, at
 Van Alstyne, Texas, and the denomination grew

“"and prospered until, in 1903, there were twenty
church organizations.

11. In 1904, at Rising Star, Texas, the Inde-
- pendent Holiness Church and the New Testament

. Church of Christ were united in one body, called
the Holiness Church of Christ.

12. At the General Assembly of the Pentecostal
- Church of the Nazarene, at Chicago, in 1907, in
response to an invitation, several persons were pres-
ent from the Holiness Church of Christ. Some ‘of
these were appointed to attend; but were not au-

o
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thorized to take any action with reference to or-
ganic union. The Assembly invited them into coun-
sel, and provisional arrangements were made for
incorporating this Church into the general body, -
upon proper action on their part; and this was
finally consummated in the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly, at Pilot Point, Texas, October 8,
1908.

13. In the year 1898, Rev. J. O. McClurkan
and a few of God’s children called a meeting of
the holiness people of Tennessee and adjacent
states to be held in Nashville. At this convention
an assoclation was formed known as the Pentecostal
Alliance, which name was afterward changed to the
Pentecostal Mission., From the beginning these
people were evangelistic 1n spirit, having a burning
desire to disseminate the doctrine and experience
of sanctification; hence there came together in dif-

ferent sections of the Southland groups of holiness
people, known as bands of the Pentecostal Mission.
They were decidedly missionary in spirit, and soon
were sending their representatives to ‘“the regions
beyond.” Throughout their career they have been
characterized by this missionary zeal.

At different times the question of the union of
the Pentecostal Mission with the Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene had been discussed, and
on February 13, 1915, this union was effected at
Nashville, Tennessee, thus uniting both the home
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é and the foreign work of the "Pentecostal Mission
- and the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene.
- 14, In November, 1901, the first stage in the
. present holiness church movement in the British
> Isles began, when the Rev. George Sharpe, who had
© been for thirteen and one-half years a preacher in
- the Methodist Episcopal Church, accepted a.call to
. the Congregational Church at Ardrossan, Scotland.
. In September, 1905, he was accepted as the min-
ister of Parkhead Congregational Church, Glasgow,
where, after a strenuous, successful, and glorious
ministry of thirteen months, he was evicted for
- preaching Bible holiness.
© On September 30, 1906, the first services of the
- first distinctively holiness church were held in the
. Great Eastern Roads Hall, Glasgow. The charter
members numbered eighty. Other churches were
. organized and became the Pentecostal .Church of
~ Scotland. Visits of Dr. E. F. Walker and Dr. H. F.
- Reynolds to Scotland, and a visit of Rev. George
Sharpe and Mrs. Sharpe to the Fourth General
- A ssembly, at Kansas City, Missouri, led the way to

union with the Church of the Nazarene, which was
- consummated in November, 1915,

15. The General Assembly of 1919, in response
to memorials from thirty-five District Assemblies,
-changed the name of the organization to ‘“Church

of the Nazarene.”
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CONSTITUTION
of the
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

PREAMBLE

- In order that we may preserve our God-given
“ heritage, the faith once delivered to the saints,
~especially the doctrine and experience of sanctifi-
~cation as a second work of grace, and also that we
- may co-operate effectually with other branches of
- the Church of Jesus Christ in advancing God’s
- kingdom among men, we, the ministers and lay
- members of the Church of the eNazarene, in ac-
- cordance with the principles of constitutional legis-
- lation established among us, do hereby ordain,
~adopt and set forth as the fundamental law or
_ constitution of the Church of the Nazarene, the
- Articles of Faith, the General Rules, and the Ar-
-~ ticles of Orgamzatlon and Government here fol-
- lowing, to-wit:

PART ONE. ARTICLES OF FAITH

- I. The Triune God

- @ 1. We believe in one eternally existent, infi-

- nite God, Sovereign of the universe. ThatH e only

- is God, creative and administrative, holy in nature,

- attributes, and purpose. That He, as God, is Tri-

é‘-"?:i-'f'?.-'une in essentlal being, revealed as F ather, Son and
Holy Spirit.

25877 =
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I1. Jesus Christ

{ 2. We believe in Jesus Christ, the second per-
son of the Triune Godhead; that He was eternally
one with the Father; that He became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary,
so that two whole and perfect natures, that is to say
the Godhead and manhood, are thus united in one
person very God and very man, the God-man.

We believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins,
and that He truly arose from the dead and took
again His body, together with ali things appertain-
ing to the perfection of man’s nature, wherewith
He ascended into heaven and is there engaged in
Intercession for us.

I1I. The Holy Spirit

g 3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Third
Person of the Triune Godhead, that He is ever
present and efficiently active in and with the
Church of Christ, convincing the world of sin, re-
generating those who repent and believe, sanctify-
ing believers, and guiding into all truth as it is in
- Jesus.

IV. The Holy Scriptures

4. We believe in the plenary inspiration of
the Holy Scriptures by which we understand the
sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments,
given by divine Inspiration, inerrantly revealing the
will of God concerning us in all things necessary to
our salvation; so that whatever is not contained
therein is not to be enjoined as an article of faith.
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V. Original Sin, or Depravity

© g 5. We believe that original sin, or depravity,
“is that corruption of the nature of all the offspring
ef Adam, by reason of which every one is very far
»- gone from original righteousness, or the pure state
of our first parents at the time of their creation, is
-averse to God, is without spiritual life, and is in-
Imed to evil, and that continually; and that it
_____ Contmues to exnst with the new life of the regen-
& erate, until eradicated by the baptism with the
Holy Spmt

:~ VI. Atonement

:ﬁ - @ 6. We believe that Jesus Christ, by His suf-
= jerings, by the shedding of His own blood and- by
B His meritorious death on the cross, made a full
Etﬂ_tonement for all human sin, and that this atone-
ment is the only ground of salvatlon and that it is
Eaufficient for every individual of Adam’s race. The
yadtonement is graciously efficacious to the salva-
£ tion of the irresponsible and to children in inno-
%ncy but is efficacious to the salvation of those
y *Who reach the age of responsibility only when they

x 1
3 JF’

1 epent and believe.

VII. Free Agency
(]l 7. We believe that man’s creation in godlike-
iness included ability to choose between right and

% Wrong, and that thus he was made morally respon-
+ that through the fall of Adamh e became de— |
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faith and calling upon God; but the grace of God
through Jesus Christ is freely bestowed upon all
men, enabling all who will to turn from sin to right-
eousness, believe on Jesus Christ for pardon and

cleansing from sin, and follow good works pleasing
and acceptable in His sight.

VIII. Repentance

8. We believe that repentance, which is a
sincere and thorough change of the mind in regard
to sin, involving a sense of personal guilt and a
voluntary turning away from sin, is demanded of
all who have by act or purpose become sinners
against God. The Spirit of God gives to all who
will repent the gracious help of penitence of heart

and hope of mercy, that they may believe unto
pardon and spiritual life.

IX. Justification, Regeneration, and Adoption

g 9, §1. We believe that justification is that
gracious and judicial act of God, by which He
grants full pardon of all guilt and complete release
from penalty of sins committed, and acceptance as
‘righteous, to all who believingly receive Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior.

32. We believe that regeneration, or the new
birth, 1s that gracious work of God, whereby the
moral nature of the repentant believer is spiritually
quickened and given a distinctively spiritual life,
capable of faith, love, and obedience.

33. We believe that adoption is that gracious
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> act of God by which the justified and regenerated
- believer is constituted a son of God.

" §4. Justification, regeneration, and adoption are
+ simultaneous in the experience of seekers after God

-~ and are obtained upon the condition of faith, pre-
= ceded by repentance; and to this work and state of
i grace the Holy Spirit bears witness.

X. Entire Sanctification.

@ 10. We believe that entire sanctification is
= that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by
.. which believers are made free from original sin, or
- depravity, and brought into a state of entire de-
<" votement to God, and the holy .obedience of love
¢ made perfect.

© ) It is wrought by the baptism with the Holy
3 Spirit, and comprehends in one experience the
I.:g;ljeansing of the heart from sin and the abiding,
o indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, empowering
the believer for life and service.

¢ Entire sanctification is provided by the blood of
Jesus, Is wrought instantaneously by faith, preceded
¥~ by entire consecration; and to this work and state
. of grace the Holy Spirit bears witness. '

7 This experience is also known by various terms
i representing its different phases, such as “Chris-
&, tian Perfection,” “Perfect Love,” “Heart Purity,”
5. “The Baptism with the Holy Spmt " “The Fullness
j;..___of the Blessing,” and “Christian Holiness.”
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XI. Second Coming of Christ

g 11. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
will come again; that we who are alive at His com-
ing shall not precede them that are asleep in Christ
Jesus; but that, if we are abiding in Him, we shall
be caught up with the risen saints to meet the Lord
in the air, so that we shall ever be with the Lord.

XII. Resurrection, Judgment, and Destiny

{ 12, §1. We believe in the resurrection of the
dead, that the bodies both of the just and of the
unjust shall be raised to life and united with their
spirits—‘‘they that have done good, unto the resur-
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damnation.” -

§2. We believe in future judgment in which ev-
ery man shall appear before God to be judged ac-
cording to his deeds in this life.

§3. We believe that glorious and everlasting life
Is assured to all who savingly believe in, and obe-
diently follow, Jesus Christ our Lord; and that the
hnally impenitent shall suffer eternally in hell.

XIII. Baptism
§ 13. We believe that Christian baptism is a
sacrament signifying acceptance of the benefits of
the atonement of Jesus Christ, to be administered

to believers, as declarative of their faith in Jesus
Christ as their Savior, and full purpose of obedience

in holiness and rlghteousness
Baptism being the symbol of the New Testa-

ment, young children may be baptized, upon re-
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quest of parents or guardians who shall give assur-
. ance for them of necessary Christian training.

. Baptism may be administered by sprinkling,
pouring, or immersion, according to the choice of
the applicant.

XIV. The Lord’s Supper

{ 14. We believe that the Memorial and Com-
munion Supper instituted by our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, is essentially a New Testament sacra-

- ment, declarative of His sacrificial death, through
the merits of which believers have life and salva-
“tion, and promise of all spiritual blessings in Christ.
It is distinctively for those who are prepared for
reverent appreciation of its significance, and by it
they show forth the Lord’s death till He come
again. Being the Communion feast, only those who
have faith in Christ and love for the saints should
be called to participate therein.

XV. Divine Healing
{ 15. We believe in the Bible doctrine of di-
vine healing and urge our people to seek to offer
the prayer of faith for the healing of the sick.
Providential means and agencies when deemed
- necessary should not be refused.

PART TWO. THE CHURCH

I. The General Church
¢ 16. The Church of God is composed of all
- spiritually regenerate persons, whose names are
“written in heaven.
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II. The Churches Sevefally

g 17. The churches severally are to be com-
posed of such regenerate persons as by providential
permission, and by the leadings of the Holy Spirit,
become associated together for holy fellowship and
ministries. |

III. The Churc’t of the Nazarene

{ 18. The Church of the Nazarene is composed
of those persons who have voluntarily associated
themselves together according to the doctrines and
polity of said church, and who seek holy Christian
fellowship, the conversion of sinners, the entire
“sanctification of believers, their upbuilding in holi-
ness, and the simplicity and spiritual power mani-
fest in the primitive New Testament Church, to-
gether with the preaching of the gospel to every
creature.

IV. Agreed Statement of Belief

{ 19, §1. Recognizing that the right and privi-
lege of persons to church membership rest upon the
fact of their being regenerate, we would require
only such avowals of belief as are essential to Chris-
tian experience.

32. We, therefore, deem belief in the following
brief statements to be sufficient:

(1) In one God—the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

(2) In the plenary inspiration-of the Old and
New Testament Scriptures, and that they contain
all truth necessary to faith and Christian living.
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- (3) That man is born with a fallen nature, and
zs therefore, inclined to evil, and that contmually

(4) That the finally impenitent are hopelessly
"~ and eternally lost.

& - (5) That the atonement through Jesus Christ
- js for the whole human race; and that whosoever
 repents and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ is
.+ justified and regenerated and saved from the do-
- minion ‘of sin.

- (6) That believers are to be sanctified wholly,
subsequent to regeneration, through faith in the
s Lord Jesus Christ,

»- (7) That the Holy Spirit bears witness to the
- new birth, and also to the entire sanctification of
¢ believers. '

~ (8) In the return of our Lord, in the resurrec-
tmn of the dead, and in the final judgment.

V. The General Rules

‘Il 20, §1. To be identified with the visible
':%;Church is the blessed privilege and sacred duty of
2> all who are saved from their sins, and are seeking
__--'j;j’“completeness in Christ Jesus. It is required of all
?;;3 who desire to unite with the Church of the Naza-
~rene, and thus to walk in fellowship with us, that
é'*" they shall show evidence of salvation from their
. sins by a godly walk and vital pilety; that they
#ehall be, or earnestly desire to be, cleansed from all
mdwellmg sin; and that they shall evidence this—
© §2. First. By avoiding evil of every kind, in-
fi:ludmg
';'jf*' (1) Taking the name of God in vain.
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(2) Profaning of the Lord’s Day, either by un-
necessary labor, or business, or by the patronizing

~ or reading of secular papers, or by hohday diver-
- sions. | .

(3) Using of intoxicating liquors as a beverage,
or trafficking therein; giving influence to, or voting
for, the licensing of places for the sale of the same;
using of tobacco in any of its forms, or trafﬁckmg
therein.

(4) Quarreling, returning evil for evil, gossip-
ing, slandering, spreading surmises injurious to-the
good names of others. |

- (5) Dishonesty, taking advantage in buying and
selhng, bearing false witness, and like works of
darkness.

(6) The indulging of pride in dress or behavior.
Our people are to dress with the Christian sim-
plicity and modesty that become holiness. “In like
manner also, that women adorn themselves in mod-
est apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly ar-
ray; but (which becometh women professing god-
liness) with good works” (1 Timothy 2: 9, 10).
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn- -
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of: God of great price” (1
Peter 3: 3, 4).
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(7) Songs, literature, and entertainments not to
J~ the glory of God; the theater, the ball room, the
-+ circus, and like places also, lotteries and games of
~;”~chance looseness and impropriety of conduct;
- membership in or fellowship with oathbound, secret
=" orders or fraternities. “Know ye not that the
. friendship of the world is enmity with God? whoso-
- ever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God” (James 4:4). “Be ye not un-
_‘-'?é‘-'-.equally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
i fellowship hath righteousness with unrlghteousness?
.. and what communion hath light with darkness? .

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye

A w-rmﬁ*’i?ﬁ:
- L il R il 7 1
et LT

& 1h1ng, and 1 will receive you” (2 Cormthlans 6:
14 17).

_ 33. SEeOND By doing that which is enjoined in
,;e ,mthe* Word of God Wthh is both our rule of faith

f .....

111

a-‘-"

a-*:, | (1) Bemg courteous to all men.

i3 " (2) Contributing to the support of the ministry
and the church and its work, according to the
ablllty which God giveth.

:h (3) Being helpful to those who are of the house-
E ‘hold of faith, in love forbearing one another. |

we. (4) Loving God with all the heart soul, mind,
' _&nd strength.

& (5) Attending faithfully all the ordinances of
S&od, and the means of grace, including the public
_'shlp of God, the ministry of the Word, the Sac-
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rament of the Lord’s Supper; searching the Scrip-
tures and meditating therein; family and private
devotions. | '

(6) Seeking to do good to the bodies and souls
of men; feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
- visiting the sick and imprisoned, and ministering to,

‘the needy, as opportunity and ability are given.
(7) Pressing upon the attention of the unsaved
- the claims of the gospel, inviting them to the house
of the Lord, and trying to compass their salvation.

4. Tumrp. By abiding in hearty {fellowship
with the church, not inveighing against its doctrines
and usages, but being in full sympathy and con-
formity therewith.

PART THREE. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION
| AND GOVERNMENT

ARTICLE I. ForM OF GOVERNMENT .

{ 21, §1. The Church of the Nazarene has a
representative form of government. .

32. We are agreed on the necessity of a super-
intendency, which shall foster and care for churches
already established, and whose duty it shall be to
organize and encourage the organizing of churches
everywhere.

§3. We are agreed that authority given to super-
intendents shall not interfere with the independent
action of a fully organized church, each church en-
joying the right of selecting its own pastor, subject
to such approval as the General Assembly shall find

wise to institute; the election of delegates to the
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various assemblies; the management of its own fi-
nances; and all other things pertaining to its local
life and work.

Q4. It is agreed that any church of the Associa-
tion of Pentecostal Churches of America going into
this organization which may feel it imperative with
it to continue to hold its property in like manner
as at present, shall be at liberty to do so.

ARrTICLE II. LocaAL CHURCHES
@ 22. The membership of a local church shall
consist of all who have been organized as a church
~ by those authorized so to do and who have been
publicly received by those having proper authority,
after having declared their experience of salvation,
~ their belief in our doctrines, and their willingness
- to submit to our government.

ARTICLE III. DistrRIcCT CHURCHES

{ 23. The General Assembly shall organize the
membership of the Church into District Assemblies,
giving such lay and ministerial representation
therein as the General Assembly may deem fair
and just, and shall determine qualifications of such

- representatives; provided, however, that all elders
- in good standing shall be members thereof. The
. General Assembly shall also fix the boundaries of
~. Assembly Districts, shall define the powers and du-
- ties of District Assemblies.
ArticLE IV. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
- q 24. Section 1. How Composed. The General
- ‘Assembly shall be composed of ministerial and lay
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- delegates in equal numbers, elected thereto by Dis-
~trict Assemblies of the Church of the Nazarene;
such ex officio members as the General Assembly
shall from time to time direct; and such representa-
tives of the missionary districts of the Church of
the Nazarene as may be provided for by the Gen-
eral Asesmbly.

q 25. Sec. 2. Election of Delegates. Every
District Assembly shall elect by ballot at its ses-
sion immediately preceding the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly, an equal number of ministerial and
lay delegates to the General Assembly, provided
that the ministerial delegates shall be elders of the
Church of the Nazarene. Each Assembly District
shall be entitled to at least one ministerial and one
lay delegate, and such additional delegates. as its -
membership may warrant on the basis of repre-
sentation fixed by the General Assembly. Each As-
sembly District shall elect alternate delegates not
exceeding the number of its delegates.

q 26. Sec. 3. Credentials. The Secretary of
each District Assembly shall furnish certificates of

election to the delegates and alternates severally
elected to the General Assembly, and shall also send
certificates of such elections to the General Church
Secretary of the Church of the Nazarene immedi-
ately following the adjournment of the District
Assembly.

q 27. Sec. 4. Quorum. When the General As-
sembly is in session a majority of the whole num-
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,
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. ber of delegates elected thereto shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business. If a quo-
% rum has‘once been had, a less number may approve
,the minutes then remaining unapproved, and ad-
journ
q 28. Sec. 5. General Superintendents. The
General Assembly shall elect by ballot from among
g the elders of the Church of the Nazarene as many
General Superintendents as it may deem necessary,
* who shall constitute the Board of General Superin-
& tendents. Any vacancy in the office of General Su-
. perintendent in the interim of General Assemblies
4 shall be filled by a majority vote of all the District.
“Superintendents of the Church of the Nazarene.

g 29. Sec. 6. Presiding Officers. A General
= Superintendent appointed thereto by the Board of
 General Superintendents, shall preside over  the
& daily meetings of the General Assembly. But if no
& General Superintendent be so appointed or be pres-
.. -ent, the General Assembly shall elect one of its
.-members as temporary presiding officer.

g 30. Sec. 7. Rules of Order. The General
- Assembly shall adopt Rules of Order governing its
- manner of organization, procedure; committees, and

all other matters pertaining to the orderly conduct
- of its business. It shall be the judge of the elec-
. tion and qualifications of its own members.

- @ 31. Sec. 8. Generab Court of Appeals. The
= (eneral Assembly shall, from among the members
= of the Church of the Nazarene, elect a General

.....
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Court of Appeals, and shall define its jurisdiction
and powers.

g 32. Sec. 9. Powers and Restrictions. (1)
The General Assembly shall have power to legislate
for the Church'of the Nazarene, and to make rules
ard regulations for all the departments related to
or associated with it in any respect, but not in con-
flict with this Constitution. |

(2) No local church shall be deprived of the
right to call its pastor, subject to such approval as
the General Assembly shall find wise to institute.

(3) All local churches, officers, ministers and
laymen shall always have the right to a fair and
orderly trial and the right to take an appeal.

PART FOUR. AMENDMENTS

{ 33. The provisions of this Constitution may
~be repealed or amended when concurred in by a
two-thirds vote of all the members of the General
Assembly, and when concurred in by not less than
two-thirds of all the District Assemblies of the
Church of the Nazarene. Either the General As-
sembly or any District Assembly may take the
Initiative in the matter of proposing such altera-
tions or amendments. As soon as such alterations
or amendments shall have been adopted as herein
provided, the result of the vote shall be announced
by the Board of General Superintendents, where-
upon such alterations or amendments shall have
full force and effect.
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SPECIAL RULES

- | e
I. Support of the Church

“Even so the Lord ordained that they which -preach the
- gospel should live of the gospel” (1 Cor. 9: 14).

{ 34, §1. There can be no doubt (1) that the

church is obligated to support its ministers, who
. have been called of God, and who, under the direc-
" tion of the church, have given themselves wholly to

- the work of the ministry; nor (2) that all the mem-
' bers of the church have voluntarily committed
. themselves to this task of supporting the ministry.
~We urge, therefore, that money be gathered weekly
. for this holy business, and that, wherever possible
-and practicable, the pastor S salary be paid regu-
“larly every week. [€ 70.]
- §2. We believe that the scriptural method of
- gathering money for the support of the Church is
Bby means of tithes and offerings. We urge that our
- people adopt tithing as the scriptural and satis-
7 {a.ctory plan, that each member may do his mini-
. mum share in the support of the whole church,
leca.l district, and general. And on the basis of the
»i dwme promises to liberal givers, we exhort our
3 . people to make freewill offerings, in addition to
g"}’tlthes, as generous as circumstances will permit.

(9429,

43
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§3. In disbursing to meet the requirements of
the local, district, and general programs of the
Church of the Nazarene, local churches are urged
to adopt and practice the budget plan, and wher-

ever possible the general and the district apportion-
ments be paid monthly. [ € 62 §14, 103 §7, 123

§81-7.]
II. Temperance and Prohibition

g 35, §1. The Holy Scriptures and human ex-
perience alike condemn the use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage. The manufacture and sale of
intoxicating liquors for such purposes is a sin
against God and the human race. Total abstinence
from all intoxicants is the Christian rule for the
individual, and total prohibition of the traffic in
intoxicants is the duty of civil government. [
420.]

§2. Only unfermented wine and unleavened
bread should be used in the sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper. [ € 62 §10, 206, 209, 370.]

III. Marriage and Divorce

{ 36, §1. The institution of marriage was or-
dained of God in the time of man’s innocency, and
Is, according to apostolic authority, “honorable in
all’’; it is the mutual union of one man and one
woman for fellowship, helpfulness and the propa-
gation of the race. Our people should cherish this
sacred estate as becomes Christians, and should
enter it only after earnest prayer for divine direc-
tion, and when assured that the contemplated union



- g38] 'SPECIAL RULES 45

Is 1n accordance with scriptural requirements.
They should seek earnestly the blessings which God
has ordained in connection with the wedded state,
namely, holy companionship, parenthood and
mutual love—the elements of home building. The
marriage covenant is morally binding so long as
~ both shall live, and, therefore, may not be dissolved
at will.

32. We hold that persons who obtain divorce
under the civil law where the scriptural ground for
divorce, namely, adultery, does not exist, and sub-
sequently remarry, are living in adultery, and are
unworthy of membership in the Church of the
Nazarene; and though there may exist such other
causes and conditions as may justify divorce under

“the civil law, yet only adultery will supply such
- ground as may justify the innocent party in re-

marrying. [Q q 41, 42, 47 §§1-2.] &> P 22U 6
- §3. The ministers of the Church of the Naza-

-rene are positively forbidden to solemnize the mar-
" riage of persons not having the scriptural right to
~marry. [{] 200a §6.]

IV. Church Officers

{ 37. We direct our local churches in selecting
their church officers to elect only such as are clearly
. in the experience of entire sanctification. [ 57.]
V. Growth in Grace

{ 38. There is a marked distinction between
a perfect heart and a perfect character. The for-
mer is obtained in an instant, the result of entire
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sanctlﬁcatlon but the latter is the result of growth
in grace. . |

Our mission to the world is not alone the spread- -
ing of scriptural holiness as a doctrine, but it is also
‘that we be “an example of the believers, in word,
In conversation, In charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity.” Our people should give careful heed to
the development of holiness in the fear of the Lord,
and to the development of the Christian graces in
the heart and of their manifestation in the daily

life. [ 10, 111 §5.]
VI. Stewardship

€ 39. Our people should recognize God’s own-
ership of all things and our trusteeship—that we
are but stewards of our own lives and in the use of
our time, means, and other possessions; and that
we are under the sacred obligation of systematic
- and proportionate giving of our time and means for
the support of Christian work, and of holding and
wsing all possessions sacredly unto the Lord. This
being essential to the more abundant life, we
should seek by all proper means to promote the
practice of stewardship throughout the church.

[']]']] 89, 154a, 297.]



PART 1V
GOVERNMENT

“ ) \

s g -_w a_“__.. ] ; . = ....L._.__ T r‘.__-, ._... ¥
R, i REAS 0 0 PUCR) OF SO TGN T . o Dl - B 1AL L B RGP




I. THE LOCAL CHURCH
II. THE DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

[ll. THE DEACONESS
IV. THE MINISTER AND THE MINISTRY
V. THE SONG EVANGELIST

VI. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Preamble

All life must have law; all organization must
have government. He who is Head over all things
unto the Church Himself gave form and order unto
His body of followers and representatives. We
seek as a church to conform to principles of gov-
ernment in accord with the Holy Scriptures and
Divine providences, that all things may be done

scripturally, decently, and in order.
The government of the Church of the Nazarene

is representative, and thus avoids the extremes of
episcopacy on the one hand, and unlimited congre-
gationalism on the other.
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CHAPTER 1

THE LOCAL CHURCH

I. Organization of Local Churches

{ 40. Local churches may be organized by the

- District Superintendent, or by the General Superin-
- tendent having jurisdiction, or by an elder author-
- ized by either of them. [ € 22, 139 §1, 257 §5,
. 216.] |

I1. Full Membership

{ 41. All persons who have been organized into
a local church by those authorized so to do, and

- -all who have been publicly received by the pastor,

the District Superintendent, or-the General Super-

- intendent, after having declared their experience of
- salvation, and their belief in the doctrines of the
- Church of the Nazarene, and their willingness to
" submit to its government, shall compose the full
~membership of the local church; provided, how-
.. ever, that only church members who have attained

- to their twelfth birthday shall be entitled to vote

in annual or special church meetings. [ € 22, 3
" §2, 42, 48, 62 §2, 139 §1, 257 5.1 flor] T

{ 42. When, at any time, there are perséns who

- desire to unite with the church, having been favora-
~ bly considered by the pastor after consultation with
. the church membership committee, the minister hav-

49
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- Ing charge shall call the applicants forward, and ex-
plain to them briefly the privileges of membership
In the church and especially with reference to the
General Rules [€ 20], and question them in ref-
. erence to their faith and experience, using the ap-
proved form found in Part VII, Chapter II, € 369,
Reception of Members in the Manual. [ 36

§2, 47 §§1-2.]

 43. Members of missions, where the organi-

zation of a local church has not been effected, shall
not be counted as church memoers nor reported as
church members; provided, that persons consti-
tuting membership in a mission, may, when duly re-

ceived according to € 42 and € 43, hold church
membership in some regularly organized local
- church in which they shall be counted as church
members. But the members of missions shall not
be reported in the annual statistics as church mem-

bers. [{] 60.]

III. Probationary Membership

€ 44. Any local church may, through its church

board, [{ 103 §22] establish a system of proba-

‘tionary membership; but probationers must not be
- counted as church members,

g 45. Probationers shall have all the privileges
of church members, with the exception of votlng
-and holding church ofﬁce

{ 46. Probationers may be received into full
‘membership or dropped at any time, at the dis-
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f;cretion of the pastor and church membership com-
L mittee. | |
24 IV. Church Membership Committee

- 47, §1. The church board shall provide a
f church membership committee of not fewer than
E three persons whose duty it shall be to act in the
y capacity of an advisory committee with the pastor
t as chairman, [ q 42, 103 §23.]

. This committee shall seek out and recommend to
b the pastor such persons as may qualify for full
F membership in the Church of the Nazarene. [
£ 19, 20, 36 §2.]

. §2. No person shall be received into full mem-
b bership of the local church without the prior con-
i sultation of the pastor with the church membership
¥ committee regarding that person’s reception.

VY. Church Letters

¢ 438. The pastor, when requested by a mem-
'f’:?-ber may grant a transfer of church membership
t [see form in € 378)] to any local church of the
f Church of the Nazarene that may be named, such
 transfer to be valid for three months only. When
. the reception of the transfer is acknowledged by
E the receiving local church such person’s member-
F ship in the former local church shall cease.

¢ The pastor may, when requested by a member,
t grant a certificate of commendation [see form in
¢ € 376] to any evangelical church that may be
£ named, such person’s membership in the local
-_;fchurch issuing the certificate ceasing immediately.
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The pastor may, when requested by a member,
grant a letter of dismissal [see form in € 377],
such person’s membership ceasing immediately.

[§ 62 §12.]

g 49, §1. A member of a local church, on re-
moving his place of residence, is required to report
to his pastor at least once in six months; and upon
failure so to do, his name may be removed from
the church roll by the action of the church board.
After such action of the church board the pastor
shall write opposite his name “Removed without

letter.” [{ 103 §24.]

2. When a member of a local church shall ab-
sent himself from all religious services of the church
for six successive months without a, reason deemed
justifiable by the church board, his name may be
removed from the church roll by action of the .
church board, after having been visited and-faith-
fully dealt with, when possible, and after such -
action of the church board the pastor shall write
opposite his name “Removed by the church board.”
[€] 103 §25.]

€ 50. When a member of a local church re-
moves to another locality, his pastor shall notify
the pastor of the local church nearest to the lo-
cality, giving the name and address, if known, of
* the member who has moved. [{ 62 §9.]

VI. Church Meetings

g 51. A meeting of the members of a local
church for conference and for the transaction of any
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 business not otherwise provided for shall be known
t as a church meeting. [ ( 64, 69 §1, 71 §§1, 3,
4,5, 6, 72 §1, 83, 90, 99, 109 §4, 110 §5.]1
i Only those persons who have been received into
. full membership and have attained to their twelfth
| birthday shall be entitled to vote in church meet-
-i:_-. lﬂgS [q] 41"]

i Any business, including elections, in harmony
i with the spirit and order of the church, and not
. otherwise specially provided for, may be transacted
t at any church meeting. [ 128, 308 §1.]

fji_ { 52. In all cases where the civil law requires
E a specific course of procedure in calling and con-
' ducting church meetings that course should be
 strictly followed. [ 92.]

. (] 53. The pastor, who shall be, ex officio, pres-
| ident of the local church, or the District Superin-
- tendent, or the General Superintendent having jur-
1sd1ct10n or someone appointed by the District Su-
perlntendent or the General Superintendent, shall
. preside at annual or special church meetmgs LUK/

. 63, 139 §11, 257 §9.]

(ﬂ >4. An annual church meeting of church
members shall be held for each local church within
51xty days prior to the meeting of the District As-
sembly, public notice of the same always being
 given from the pulpit at least two Sundays pre-
- ceding. [ ¢ 68, 71, 83, 93.]

] 55. The secretary‘of the church board shall
~be the secretary of all church meetings, and in his
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absence a secretary pro tempore shall be elected.
[ 104 §4.]

g 56. Reports shall be given at the annual
church meeting by the pastor [ 62 §16], the
presidents of the Nazarene young people’s societies
[4 116], the presidents of the local woman’s mis-
sionary societies [ 122], the deaconesses [{ (
73, 186, 191], the local preachers [{ 78], the
stewards [{ 89], the trustees [{ 95], the local
church school board [ 109 §4], the secretary [
- 104 §2], and the treasurer [€ 105 §5] of the
church board.

- q 37. At the annual church meeting, there shall
be an election, by ballot, of the stewards [{ 83],
the trustees [ 90, 93], the Sunday Bible school
superintendent [¢ 110 §5], and the members of
the church school board [ 106], of the local
church, to serve for the next church year and until
their successors are elected and qualified.

- Local churches in selecting their church officers
are directed to elect only such as are clearly in the
experience of entire sanctification. [See Special

Rules ¢ 37.]

{ 58. At the annual church meeting, there shall
be an election, by ballot, of lay delegates to the
District Assembly, on the basis of representation
fixed by the General Assembly according to  131.

g 59. Special meetings of church members of
the local church, for conference or the -transaction
of business, may be called at any time by the pas-
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tor or the church board, public notice of the same™
Falways being given from the pulpit in at least two
Fpreceding regular services, or in such manner as
‘meets the requirements of civil law. [ € 68 §1,
71, 83, 88, 93, 94.]

VII. The Church Year

¢ @ 60. The church year shall begin immediately
-following the final adjournment of the District As-
psembly of the Assembly District in which the local
tchurch is situated and close with final adjcurnment
 of the next District Assembly of that Assembly Dis-
ftrict. But the statistical year shall begin with the
 first day of the month in which the District As-
-sembly is held and close with the last day of the

‘month immediately preceding the next meeting of
the District Assembly. [€q € 43,762 §15.] --

VIII. The Pastor

. 4 61. A pastor is an elder or a licensed minis-
Fter [ 68 §1] who, under the call of God and His
 people, has the over51ght of a local church. [ 37.]
t [ 62. The duties of a pastor are:

e §1. To preach the Word. [q q 206, 209.]

L §2. To receive persons into membership in the
 local church according to € € 41 and 42.

& §3. To administer the sacraments in harmony
Ewith @ 206 and 209.

¢ §4. To care for the people by pastoral visita-
on, particularly of the sick and needy. [{ ‘]I 73,
]
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§5. To comfort those who mourn.

§6. To reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all
- longsuffering and doctrine.

37. To seek, by all means, the conversion of
sinners, the sanctification of the converted, and the

upbuilding of God’s people in their most holy
faith, [ 18.]

§8. To have the care of all departments of local
church work.

§9. The pastor shall, when a member of a local
church removes to another locality, notify the pas-
tor of the local church nearest to the locality, giv-

ing the name and address, if known, of the member
who has moved. [ 50.]

10. The pastor shall administer the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper at least once a quarter. If he
is a licensed minister but has failed to pass in the
prescribed course of study as provided in € 206
[see also € 370], he shall arrange for such admin-
istration by an elder. [{ 35 §2.]

§11. The pastor shall, within each church year
[ 60], read to the congregatlon the Constitution
of the Church of the Nazarene and the Special
Rules contained in € 1 to 41 both inclusive.

§12. The pastor may, when requeste¢ by a
member, grant a transfer of church membership
([ q 378, 379], a certificate of commendation
[ 376], or a letter of dismissal [ 377]. [(
48.]
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§13. The pastor shall appoint the teachers of
the Sunday Bible school in harmony with € 111

7.

314. The pastor shall, together with the church
board, according to plans adopted by the General
Assembly and agreed to by the District Assembly,
arrange for the raising of the apportionment of the
general budget funds and the apportionment of the
district budget funds made to the local church of
which he is pastor, and raise these apportionments.

(q 103 §7.]

The pastor shall see that all general budget funds
raised through the local woman’s missionary so-
ciety are remitted promptly through the regular
channels of the Woman’s Missionary Society, and
that all other general budget funds are remitted
‘promptly to the General Treasurer; and that all
district budget funds are remitted promptly to the
district treasurer. [ 105 32.]

§15. The pastor shall supervise the preparation
of all statistical reports from all departments of
‘the local church, and shall promptly present all

such reports through the district secretary to the
‘District Assembly. [ € 60, 111 §8.]

§16. The pastor shall submit a report to the
annual church meeting, [€ 56.]

317. The pastor shall appoint an investigating
committee of not fewer than three or more than
five Iin case of accusation filed against a church

member. [{] 303 §1.]
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§18. The pastor shall preside at the trial of a
church member unless disqualified. [ 303 §2.]

¢ 63. The pastor shall be, ex officio, president

of the local church, chairman of the church board,
and head of the church schools, the Nazarene young
people’s societies, and all other subsidiary organiza-
tions in connection with the local church. [
53, 101, 111 §1, 114, 115, 118 §381-2, 121.]
 64. The pastor shall not contract bills nor
create financial obligations for the local church of
which he 1s pastor, except he be authorized and
directed by vote of the church board or by vote of °
a church meeting, which action shall be duly re-

corded in the minutes of the church board or of the
church meeting respectively. [¢ 103 §§1, 7.]

g 65. The pastor shall always show due re-
gard for the united advice of the District Superin-
tendent and the district advisory board. [€ { 137,
150, 154 §1.] ,

{ 66. For the exercise of his office the pastor
shall be amenable to the District Assembly, to
which he shall report annually and give brief testi-
mony to his personal Christian experience. [
133 §1, 207, 215.] _

g 67. The pastor shall automatically become a
member of the local church of which he is pastor;
or, in case of more than one local church on his
charge, of the church of his choice. [{ ( 204,
214.] |
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IX. Calling of a Pastor '
.. € 68, §1. An elder or a licensed minister
{l}I 61] may be called to the pastorate of a local
echurch by a two-thirds favorable vote of the church
gmembers of voting age present and voting by . bal-
tlot at a duly called annual or special meeting of
tthe local church; provided, that such elder or li-
¥ censed minister shall have been nominated to the
klocal church by majority vote by ballot of all the
P members of the church board; and provided, the
E nomination shall have received the approval of the
- District Superintendent [q q 32 (2), 37, 139 §8.]
t  §2. In case of disagreement between the church
tboard and the District Superintendent, the church
thoard or the District Superintendent may submit
 the matter to the General Superintendent having
{ jurisdiction for his decision. From such decision
ceither the church board or the District Superin-
Etendent may appeal to the Board of General Su-
?perlntendents for a final decision.

E* §3. The call of a pastor may be only for a
. term ending with the close of the next church year,
@  but the call may be extended as hereinafter pro-

vided. [ q 71, 72.]

- € 69. In case any local church has not called
-a pastor prior to the convening of the District As-
fsembly, the General Superintendent presiding at
- the District Assembly, the District Superintendent,
“and the district advisory board, in concurrence with
_ the delegates from such local church, shall make

:
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pastoral arrangements for that local church. [ €
136, 154 32, 257 §6.]

 70. When a pastor is called, the local church
should specify the remuneration he may expect,
such amount having been recommended by the
'church board; and the local church should also
make provision for his traveling and moving ex-

‘penses. | € 34 §1, 103 §§5, 6.]
X. Renewing the Call of the Pastor

q 71, §1. The call of a pastor may be renewed
for the second year and each succeeding year of
his pastorate without the nomination of the church
board, at a church meeting duly called for this pur-
pose [ 59] and held at least ninety days prior
to the date of convening the next District Assem-
bly, by two-thirds vote, by ballot, of all the church
‘members of voting age present and voting; pro-
vided, such renewal call shall be approved by the
District Superintendent [ 139 §8] within thirty
days after such call. His failure to disapprove shall
be considered and treated as approval.

32. In case of the disapproval of the renewal
~call by the District Superintendent within that
time, either the local church or the District Super-
intendent may submit the matter to the General
Superintendent having jurisdiction for his decision.
From such decision either the local church or the
District Superintendent may appeal to the Board
of General Superintendents for a final decision.
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"~ §3. However, it is hereby provided, that the lo-

cal church may, when voting to renew pastoral re-
latlons at a church meeting duly called for that
purpose [q] 59] at least ninety days prior to the
“ date of convening the next District Assembly, by
two—thlrds vote, by ballot, of the church members
of voting age present and voting, extend the call
for a period of two years or three years, on condi-
f tion that such extended call shall have been recom-
mended by majority vote of all the members of the
' church board and approved In writing by the Dis-
“tnct Superintendent.

- §4. In case of additional renewals of such pas-
torate the procedure shall be the same as that .
stated in § 71 §1, but each successive renewal
shall not be for longer than three years.

5. In case the church meeting for the renewal
call 1s held at a date later than ninety days prior
Ft0 the convening of the next District Assembly, the
___é__procedure shall be that of calling a pastor according
E-to ( 68. .
__ 36. Acceptance of an extended call to pastoral
¢ relations shall be given by the minister not later
g.';'i*than thirty days from the date of the church meet-
E ing voting the call.

. §7. After a minister has accepted a call for a

_-;;' period longer than one year, he shall not resign

- therefrom at any time without first having obtained

the written approval of the District Superintend-
ent to his resignation.
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{ 72, §1. In case the District Superintendent
and the church board shall be of the opinion that
the question of the continuance of pastoral rela-
tions beyond the close of the first year of a two-
year term or the close of the first year or the sec-
ond year of a three-year term of such extended
-pastorate, should be submitted to the local church,
the District Superintendent and the church board
together may order the question submitted to vote
at a special church meeting [ 59] held at least
ninety days prior to the date of convening the
next District Assembly. The question shall be
submitted in the following form: ‘Shall the pres-
ent pastoral relations be continued beyond the end
of the present church year?”

. §2. If the church, by a two-thirds vote, by bal-
lot, of the church members of voting age present
and voting, decides to continue the present pastoral
relations, the office of the pastor shall continue as
though such vote had not been taken.

If, however, the church fails to decide by such
vote to continue the present pastoral relations, the
term of office of the pastor shall terminate with the
close of the next District Assembly.

X1. The lLocal Deaconess

{ 73. A woman who is a church member of the
Church of the Nazarene and believes that she is di-
vinely led to engage in ministering to the sick and
the needy, comforting the sorrowing, and doing
other works of Christian benevolence, and who gives
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B¥vidence in her life of ability, grace, and useful-
, after proper examination by the church board
p8s to her qualifications for that work, and recom-
ndatlon by the pastor, may be llcensed as a lo- -
?w deaconess for one year by the church board of
2 local -church. She shall be a member of the
Ho al church where she is engaged. She shall make
2 report to the local church at the annual church
eetmg ([ q 37, 56, 103 §10.]

¥ § 74. The church board shall issue to each lo-
ﬁcal deaconess a license signed by the pastor and
“&he secretary of the church board.

g 75. The local deaconess shall work under the
dlrectxon of the pastor at all times, and should be
accorded respect and careful pastoral guidance in
thls holy calling for her very work’s sake.

. [ 76. The license of the local deaconess may
be renewed annually by the church board upon the
recommendation of the pastor. The license may be
suspended or revoked by the church board, upon
recommendation of the pastor, after giving her a
fair hearing, [ 103 §§10, 26.]

- 77. The local deaconesses, after serving for
one year, may, upon nomination of the pastor, be
recommended by the church board of the local
church of which she is a member, to the District
Assembly for district deaconess’ hcense ([ ¢ 103
;§14 186. ] '
- XIl. The Local Preacher |
@ 78. Any member of the Church of the Naz-
arene, who feels called of God to do special work
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in preaching and conducting special meetings in the
interest of salvation, when the call is evidenced by
grace, gifts, and usefulness, after proper examina-
tion as to his personal experience of salvation, his
knowledge of the doctrines of the Bible and the
order of the church, and after recommendation by
the pastor, may be licensed by the church board as
a local preacher for one year. He shall make a
report to the local church at the annual church
meeting. [ 37, 56, 103 §9.]

{ 79. The church b oard shall issue to each
local preacher a license signed by the pastor and

the secretary of the church board.

 80. The license of a local preacher may be
renewed by the church board, upon the recom-
mendation of the pastor. [ 103 §9.]

{ 81. Local preachers shall pursue the course
of study for local preachers and take examinations -
therein under the direction of the district board of
examination. [ € 155-158, 396.]

{ 82. A local preacher, having served in that
relation for at least one full year, and having
passed the complete course of study for local
preachers [{] 395], may be recommended by the
church board to the District Assembly for min-
ister’s license; and, if not received, he shall sus-

tain his former relation. [ 103 §11, 202.]

XII. The Stewards

(] 83. The stewards of the local church shall
be not fewer than three nor more than thirteen in
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number They shall be elected by ballot, at the an-
"s:;-'nual or a special church meeting, from among the
I members of the local church, to serve for the next
E-church year and until their successors have been
f elected and qualified. [ 37, 57, 101.]

i 84. The stewards, under the direction of the
L church board, shall give special attention to raising
- money for the support of the pastor, that he may
f be free from secular care and anxiety, and may
L give himself wholly to the work of the ministry.
1910 5o

@ 85. The stewards shall provide the elements
 for the Lord’s Supper, and, when requested by the
pastor may assist in the dlstrlbutlon of the same.
{4 q 35 §2, 62 §10.] '

:__ { 86. The stewards may also co-operate with
Fthe deaconesses in caring for the needy and dis-
;; tressed. [ € 73, 75, 186.]

~  87. A vacancy in the office of steward may
Ebe filled by the local church at a duly called church
meetmg [q q 54, 59.]

L (] 88. For ialthfulness in the discharge of their
lltleb the stewards shall be amenable to the local
.f,f hurch, They shall make a report to the local
hurch at the annual church meeting. [€ 56.]

XIV. The Local Stewardship Committee

- 89. The stewards shall constitute the local
tewardshlp committee, whose duty it shall be to
'u omote the cause of Chnstlan stewardship in the
'“ al church in co-operation with the pastor, the
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district stewardship committee, and the General
Stewardship Committee. [ € 39, 154a, 296,

297.]

XV. The Trustees

€ 90. The trustees of the local church shall be
not fewer than three nor more than nine in num-
ber. They shall be elected from among the mem-
bers of the Church of the Nazarene to serve for the
next church year and until their successors have

been elected and qualified. [ € 37, 57, 101.]

{ 91. Where the local church is not incorpor-
ated, or where the civil law requires it, or where
for other reasons it 1s deemed best by the District
Superintendent or the district advisory board, the
trustees shall hold the title to church property and
manage it as trustees of the local church. [{ 164
52.]

{ 92. In all cases where the civil law requires
a specific mode of election of church trustees, that
mode shall be strictly followed. [{ 52.] _

€] 93. Where no particular mode of election is
required by civil law, the trustees shall be elected
by ballot, at the annual meeting of the local church,
or at a special meeting duly called for that pur-
pose. [ ¢ 57, 59.]

{J 94. A vacancy in the office of trustee may be
filled by the local church at a duly called church
meeting. [ € 54, 59.] |

(] 95. For faithfulness to their trust the church
trustees shall be amenable to the local church, to
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which they shall make annual report. [ ¢ 56,
08, 100a, 125, 126.]

XVI. Church Incorporation
{ 96. In all places where the statutes will per-
mit, the trustees shall have the local church in-
corporated. Where not inconsistent with civil law

the articles of incorporation shall set forth the pow-
ers of the corporation and provide that the corpora-
tion shall be subject to the government of the
Church of the Nazarene, as from time to time
authorized and declared in its Manual by the Gen-
eral Assembly of said church. All the property of
- this corporation shall be managed and controlled
by the trustees subject to the approval of the local

 church. [q € 164 §3, 284 §2.]

{ 97. When a local church is incorporated, all
property acquired shall be deeded directly to the
church in its corporate name when it is possible
to do so.

XVII. Property Restrictions

{ 98. The real estate of the local church shall
not be mortgaged to meet current expenses.

 99. The local church may not purchase real
estate encumbered by mortgage, nor sell, mortgage,
exchange or otherwise dispose of real estate except
~ by majority vote of the members present at an an-
~ nual meeting, or at a special meeting duly called for
~ that purpose, and except upon the written approval
- of the District Superintendent.
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g 100. A local church contemplating the pur-
chase of real estate, or the erection of a church
building or parsonage, shall submit the proposition
to the District Superintendent and the district
board of church extension for their consideration |
and advice. [ € 164 §4, 284 §2.]

{ 100a. Trustees may not divert property from
the use of the Church of the Nazarene. [{] (] 125,
126.] | -

XVIIl. The Church Board

{ 101. Every local church shall have a church
board, composed of the pastor, who shall be, ex
of ficio, chairman, the chairman of the local church
school board, the Sunday Bible school superintend-
ents (except assistant superintendents), the presi-
dents of the Nazarene young people’s societies, the
presidents of the local woman’s missionary societies,
the stewards, and the trustees of the local church

(4 q 37, 63, 83, 90, 106, 116, 122.]

] 102 The church board shall have a regular
meeting within the first ten days of each calendar
month, and shall meet specially when called by the
pastor, the District Superintendent, or the secre-
tary when there is no pastor. [ € 63, 139 §2,
104.]

] 103. The business of the church board shall
b

1. To care for the interests of the local church
and its work, not otherwise provided for, in har-

mony with the pastor. [{ € 64, 128, 308 §1.]
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§2. To nominate to the local church, with the
approval of the District Superintendent, any elder
or licensed minister whom it may deem the proper
person to become pastor. [ { 68, 139 §8.]

33. To recommend to the local church, with
the approval of the District Superintendent, that
the call of the pastor be renewed for a term longer
than one year. [ € 71, 72.]

34. To arrange for pastoral supply, after con-
ference with the District Superintendent, until such
time as a pastor shall be regularly called by the

local church. [€] 139 §6.]

§5. To recommend to the local church the pe-
cuniary support the pastor should receive. [ 70.]

36. To provide ways and means for the support
of the pastor, the pastoral supply, or any other
paid workers of the local church. [ € 70, 84.] -

§7. The church board shall, together with the
pastor, according to plans adopted by the General
Assembly and agreed to by the District Assembly,
arrange for the raising of the apportionment of the
general budget funds and the apportionment of
the district budget funds made to the local church,
and raise these apportionments. [ € 34 §3, 62
§14, 103 §§1, 7, 123.}

§8. To give proper attention to the support of
the District Superintendent and the General Super-
intendents, in accordance with the authorized plans.

§9. To license as local preacher, at its discre-
tion, any person who has been recommended by the
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pastor; and to renew such license. [ 78, 80.}

310. To license as local deaconess, at its discre-
tion, any person who has been recommended by the
- pastor; and to renew such license. [ q 73, 76.]

S11. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a local preacher to the
District Assembly to be licensed as a licensed min-

ister. [ q 82, 202.]

S12. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a licensed minister to the
District Assembly for renewal of license. [ 204.]

313. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a licensed minister to
the District Assembly for ordination. [q (] 133
34, 211.] '

314. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a local deaconess to the
District Assembly to be licensed as a licensed dea-
coness. [ 77, 186.]

315. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a licensed deaconess to
the District Assembly for renewal of license. [{]
188.]

§16. To elect, upon nomination by the local
- church school board, the superintendent of the daily
vacation Bible school, and the superintendent of
the weekday Bible school. [{ 110 §6.]

§17. To have, in harmony with the pastor and
through the local church school board, general su-
pervision of the church schools.
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318. Before a local church school board has
been provided in a newly organized local church,
the church board and pastor shall appoint a Sun-
day Bible school superintendent, and shall perform

the duties of a local church school board until such
board has been regularly provided. [ 106.]

319. To elect a secretary at the first regular~
meeting of the year, to serve until the close of the

church year and until his successor has been
elected and qualified. [{ 55, 104 §§1-4.] B

320. To elect a treasurer at the first regular
meeting of the year, to serve until the close of the
church year and until his successor has been elected

and qualified. [105 §31-5.]

- §21. To cause careful account to be kept of all
moneys received and disbursed by the local church,
making report of the same at its regular monthly
meetings, and to the annual meeting of the local

- church. [€q 105 §3.]

322. To establish, at its discretion, a system of
probationary membership for the local church. [{
44.] |
§23. To provide a church membership commit-
- tee of not fewer than three persons. [{ 47 §1.]
324. The church board may remove the name
of a nonresident church member from the church
roll upon his failure to report to the pastor at least
once in six months. [ 49 §1.]
~ §25. The church board may remove the name
- of a church member from the church roll who ab-
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sents himself from all religious services of the
church for six successive months without a reason
deemed justifiable by the church board; provided,
he has been visited and faithfully dealt with, when
possible. [€ 49 §2.]

§26. The church board may suspend or revoke
the license of a local deaconess in harmony with

q 7e.

327. To recommend a licensed deaconess to the
District Assembly for election as a consecrated dea-

coness. [ 191.]

'§28. To appoint a trial committee of not fewer
than three or more than five in case written charges
are pending against a church member. [€ 303
32.]

329. To appoint a person to preside at the

trial of a church member when the pastor is dis-
qualified for presiding. [€ 303 §2.]

{ 104. The duties of the secretary of the
church board shall be:

§1. To record correctly and preserve faithfully
the minutes of all church meetings and meetings
of the church board, and do whatever else may per-
tain to his office.

§2. To present to the annual meeting of the lo-
cal church an annual report of all the activities of
the local church including statistics concerning the
membership. [{ 56.] .

§3. To hold in trust all papers, records, and le-
gal documents, including deeds, abstracts, insurance
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policies, pertaining to the local church, promptly
turning over all papers, records, and other docu-
ments to his successor in office. [{ 55.]

S4. To be the secretary of all annual and spe-
cial church meetings; and to be custodian of the
minutes and other papers of such annual and spe-
cial church meetings. [ 55.]

 105. The duties of the treasurer of the
church board shall be:

§1. To receive all moneys not otherwise pro-
vided for, and disburse the same only on order of
the church board. [ 64, 103 §21.]

2. To make monthly remittances of all district
funds to the district treasurer, and of all general
funds to the General Treasurer except as other-
wise provided. [{ 62 §14.]

§3. To keep a correct book record of all funds
received and dishursed. [ 103 §21.]

§4. To present a monthly financial report to the
church board. [{] 103 §21.]

§5. To present an annual financial report to the
annual church meeting. [ € 56, 103 §21.]

XIX. The Local Church School Board

{ 106. The local church school board shall be
composed of the pastor, ex officio, the Sunday Bi-
ble school superintendent, ex officio, as herein pro-
vided, and not fewer than three nor more than
seven members who shall be elected annually by the
annual church meeting, to hold office until the
close of the next church year and until their suc-
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cessors are elected and qualified [ 57, 60].
As soon as the superintendent of the Sunday Bible
school is elected, he becomes a member, ex officio,
of the newly elected local church school board,
except he shall neither hold other office on this
board nor have a voice in his nomination for re-

~ election.

{ 107. Immediately following the annual
church meeting, the newly elected church school
board may meet at the call of the pastor to or-
ganize and to lay plans for the next church school
year; provided, however, that the business trans-
acted shall not be effective until the opening of
the next church school year.

¢ 108, §1. The Sunday Bible school superin-
tendent shall be a member, ex officio, of the local
church school board, the church board, and the
District Assembly. [{ ¢ 101, 106, 130.]

§2. The name and address of the Sunday Bible
school superintendent-elect shall be reported to the
District Assembly to be inserted in the district
journal.

109, §1. The local church school board shall
be regularly organized with a chairman and a sec-
retary.

§2. The chairman of the local church school

board shall be a member, ex officio, of the church
board. [ 101.]
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33. The treasurer of the local church may act

as treasurer of the local church school board. [{]
105.]

§4. The local church school board shall hold
meetings as needed, to receive reports from the su-
perintendents, and to transact such other business
as may be within its jurisdiction. It shall report
regularly to t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>