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| AT W HAT AGE IS THE PREACHER BEST? |

O PPO R TU N ITY  has been described as liquid which flows continually |
and which can be stayed only by being used. But men also refuse |

to remain the same—preachers as much as others. Years do strange |
|  things for preachers: sometimes they improve him, sometimes they retard |
I  him; but always they make him different. And for this reason a preacher is |
|  always better for some particular field or task than he used to be or than he |
|  will be later. I t  is customary for churches to think that a pastor who served |
|  them successfully once can do so again, and for a preacher to think that he |
|  can go back to a former field and do as well as he did before. But it is |
|  always dangerous to go back. Few second pastorates, especially if they are |
|  separated by a period of years, are really successful. |

W h en  the preacher is young and unincumbered he can live  on a small j
| salary and endure hardships and stand against difficulties, led on by  his hope |
| o f a w ider field. But later that same salary would discourage him  and that j
| same field would lose its romance. I t  is the same salary and the same field |
I in each case, but one time the preacher passed them going up and the other |
| tim e he is passing them  going down, and the d irection one is headed makes s
| m ore difference than the rung o f the ladder he is on. §
i  But our poin t is that every  age in the preacher’s life  is the best age for |
| some field  and for some service. Th is  should be recognized b y  the preacher |
| him self so that he w ill not always despise his present estate. I t  ought also to  |
| be recognized b y  churches so they w ill not th ink a preacher too young or too |
| old for useful service. T h ere  are extremes, o f course, but every  preacher |
| should be ashamed i f  he comes to years w ithout having served an apprentice- |
| ship on something akin to hard scrabble, and y e t he should beware o f per- |
| m itting him self to become a dreamer too soon, so that he w ill th ink to go j
| back and do his form er w ork  again. L ik e  men in other callings, w e must do |
| our best as we go along, and then we must go on. T o d a y  is our best day for |
| som ething and if  we have obeyed God all along w e m ay rest in the thought §
| that we are in our present field  by  G od ’s ordering. There must be no weak |
| dream ing o f the past nor im patience o f the future. But there must be justi- [
| fication  o f the past and preparation for the future by  a devotion  to our pres- |
I  ent task. I
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EDITORIAL NOTES
D r. Scotford in “M ating M inisters and Churches” says, “Preaching is the m inister’s m ost 

distinctive m ethod of bringing tru th  to  bear upon life. H is pulpit should be his throne. T he m an 
who is interesting on Sunday will be forgiven much on M |onday. The signs of the times point to  
a renaissance of preaching. The emphasis upon parish adm in istra tion  is passing. In  the words of 
a M ethodist official, ‘The ecclesiastical engineer is in -for some rough sledding during the next five 
years.’ The dem and of the churches is increasingly for ‘good preachers.’ ”

Dr. Scotford, while adm itting  the evil of the tendency of preachers to  move and of churches 
to  ask for a change, suggests on the o ther side of the question th a t few pastorates of more than  
ten  years are a complete success. And he says th a t the smaller the church the m ore frequent the 
need fo r change, because of the in tim ate relation btw een the pasto r and th e  people of a small 
parish. H e suggests th a t the pastor should leave as soon as he runs out of definite program s. 
W hen he feels th a t he has taken the people about as far as he is able, he should move on while 
everything is still going well. He should avoid leaving when the church is in  the trough of the 
waves. H e should n o t leave in a hu rry . H e should have a definite plan when he leaves and 
should be sure to  leave for somewhere. H e should by  all means n o t leave in a fit of despondency 
and  leave reflection upon the church which has allowed him to go. Perhaps there is nothing better 
in the sum m ary th an  the suggestion th a t when we run short of definite program , which is really 
ju st the new w ord for vision, we should move on. Some men are th rough  ju st as soon as the 
church is properly housed. B ut whenever it is, he is wise if he knows when the tim e arrives and 
acts on his own initiative.

Y esterday a beloved bro ther who served an apprenticeship in another denom ination from  the 
one in which he now labors was telling me about a “p as to r’s pass book” which he w as taug h t to  
use. This book contained the names and  addresses of all the m em bers of the church, along w ith 
enlightening notes about the various families and members of the families—'where they lived, the 
best way to reach their places, best tim e to  call and  o ther such m atters. This book also contained 
a  list of the special obligations of the church, financial and  otherwise, and o ther such in form ation 
as the pasto r would certainly need. This book w as passed on to  th e  successor w henever there was 
a  change in pastors and it  enabled the new m an to  begin his w ork w ith  a good am ount of in ­
form ation. I  have wondered if pastors in any denom ination in which frequent changes in pas­
torates occur w ould not do well to  produce such pass books and pass them  on to  th e ir successors.

A preacher who has been going through a fearful drubbing on account of financial difficulties 
called to  see me. H e went over the question of his b rethren ’s trea tm en t of him and various other 
phases of the m atter. Wihen he finished, I  said, “I  believe you are going to win out. Any m an 
who can pass th rough as m any genuine difficulties and disappointm ents as you have passed through 
and then  be as sweet-spirited under his b reth ren ’s reproof as you have been, an d  still are, will 
certainly come out into the light.” The preacher who runs into debt is always taking  a fearful 
chance of getting out of the m inistry, and he usually adds to  his com plications w hen he attem pts  
to  help himself by undertaking secular business ventures. If  he m ust do som ething to  supply m eat 
and bread, let it be nothing m ore th an  ten t m aking for someone else. B ut m ost of all, w hen the 
preacher is reined up  by church au thorities because his business conditions are a h u rt to  the cause, 
let him  pray  and  take his correction patiently . Of course some will n o t be as sym pathetic as they 
m ight be, b u t it all started  through some fault in the preacher’s own affairs and  the least he can do 
and  win is to  take his buffeting patiently . E ven the faultless are exhorted to  take it patien tly  
when they are m isjudged and  m istreated, how m uch m ore then should one take the consequences 
of his faults unm urm uringly ? Nevertheless, the patien t, enduring m an will finally wear his trials 
out and  will himself come out in to  a wide place.

( 2 )
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THE SA BBATH  IN SCRIPTURE AND  
HISTORY

B y  H orace G . C o w a n
The Lord’s Day

T H E  L ord ’s D ay is the scriptural nam e of 
the first day  of the week, otherwise called 
Sunday and the S abbath . This nam e is 
found bu t once in the Bible, viz., R evelation 1:10. 
B ut its application to  the usual day of C hristian 

rest and w orship is sustained by a m ultitude of 
witnesses. I t  is in a class w ith  “ the L ord ’s Sup­
per,” which nam e occurs b u t once in the Scrip­
tures (1 Cor. 11:20), bu t for the scriptural au ­
th o rity  of which there is ab undan t evidence.

Sunday is derived from  Dies Solis, the day of 
the sun, the R om an name for the first day of the 
week. O bjection is som etim es m ade to the use of 
the nam e Sunday, because of its “pagan” origin; 
b u t if Sunday is to  be rejected on th a t account, 
all the o ther days of the week, the nam es of the 
m onths, and  all o ther nam es in the English lan­
guage which have been derived from  the L atin  or 
o ther ancient languages of Europe should be dis­
carded also. W hat has been in use for tw o th o u ­
sand years or m ore as designations of days, 
m onths, etc., are harmless in  an age w hen they 
have no o ther meaning.

The S abbath  is not used in the Bible to  desig­
nate the first day of the week, except i t  be by a 
rendering of the Greek in various passages (M a tt. 
28:1, M ark  16:2, 9, Luke 24:1, Joh n  20:1, and 
o thers), which is entirely legitim ate, b u t is not 
accepted by the best authorities. The phrase mia 
toon sabbatoon, literally , “ one of the sabbaths,” 
is rendered in the K ing Jam es and  th e  American 
Revised versions, “ the first day of the week,” the 
w ord day being in  italics to  denote th a t it is not 
in the Greek. In  harm ony w ith  th is rendering 
W estcott and H o rt and  R obert Young give w eek 
as the equivalent of sabbata  or sabbaton, th a t is, 
“ from  sabbath  to  sabba th .” B ut others have 
translated  the Greek in th e  texts referred to as 
“the first of the sabbaths,” w ith apparen tly  very 
good reason. “ In  Biblical or Old T estam ent 
Greek, ‘sabbaton’ is never used to  express week.

(3)

Or stating the tru th  differently, in Old Testam ent 
Greek ‘sabbaton’ is never used as a substitute for 
‘hebdom as.’ To state the m atter still differently, 
‘hebdom as’ in its various forms is the only w ord 
used in the Greek Old T estam ent w ith which to  
express week or w eeks” (Sunday The True Sab­
bath o f God, by S a m u e l  W alter G a m b l e J. I ta l­
ics his.)

“ ‘To prove th a t the day of our L ord ’s resur­
rection from  the dead was m ade and nam ed the 
first of the Sabbaths, as being the restoration  of 
the relative prim eval Sabbath , and first by p re­
eminence, as being comm em orative of the grand 
certifying fact on which the scheme of redem p­
tion is p ivoted .’ This last point is the special 
subject of this book, whose keynote is: ‘The day 
on which Christ rose from  the dead is never called 
by any other nam e than  Sabbath , save in  the one 
instance in the Revelation.’ The following ex­
trac ts  will indicate the line of argum ent: ‘The 
first record to  examine is M a tt. 28:1: Opse de 
sabbatoon, te epiphoskouse eis mian sabbatoon, 
elthe M aria he Magdalene, etc., ‘A t the end of 
the Sabbaths, as it began to  daw n [the observing 
reader will notice th a t there is no t only a change 
of day, b u t a change also in the beginning of the 
day] tow ard  the first of the Sabbaths, came M !ary  
the M agdalene,’ etc. The Accepted Version reads, 
‘In  the end of the sabbath , as it began to  dawn 
tow ard  the first day of the week,’ etc. Is  this a 
true translation? . . . The principal reason as­
signed fo r the present reading is th a t it is a 
Hebraism . . . .  I t  is true th a t from  S abbath  to  
Sabbath  is a week, and  equally true th a t from  
any o ther day to  the same day again is a week. 
B ut Sabbath  never in itself means week. . . . The 
Septuagint follows the H ebrew  w ith  severe fidel­
ity, using hebdomas for Shabua, week. . . . On 
the o ther hand, when the S abbath  is referred to 
as the Sabbath , the p roper nam e— sabbaton—is 
employed. W itness one hundred instances of its 
use. . . .  In  all these num erous instances—which 
include the entire num ber except the three easily 
explained in a preceding place—S abbath  in the 
H ebrew  is rendered by S abbath  in the Septuagint. 
Ought not such exactness of discrim ination be-
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tween hebdomas and sabbaton  to  end dispute? 
W e now have the first day (m ore strictly, day 
one) of w hatever is m eant by  sabbatoon. This 
w ord is the genitive p lural of Sabbath . I  th ink  
th a t we have seen th a t Sabbath  never means 
week in the H ebrew  Scriptures or in the Septua- 
gint Greek. Sabbaton  (Sabbath) is used, sin­
gular and  plural, sixty-eight times in the New 
Testam ent. Singularly enough it is rendered week 
only nine times, and these, all save one, in con­
nection w ith the day of the resurrection.’ ” (The  
Sabbath— W hat? W h y?  H ow ?  by R e v . M . C. 
B riggs, quoted in The Sabbath for M a n).

The L ord ’s D ay was so called because it was 
the day of the resurrection of the L ord  Jesus 
Christ from  the dead. I t  was the day upon which 
M ary  M kgdalene and the other M ary , Salome 
and  o ther women came to  the sepulchre w ith 
spices to  anoint the body of the Lord, and  found 
the stone rolled aw ay from  the sepulchre, which 
was em pty, except fo r the discarded graveclothes 
and  the w atching angels. The angels said to the 
women, “Ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He 
is not here: for he is risen, as he said.”

The fact of the resurrection need no t be proven 
here: afte r the death of Christ on the cross it is 
the central fact of the gospel, and  was the great 
them e which the apostles and other early preach­
ers announced to a hostile and unbelieving world, 
and  which won m ultitudes of both  Jew s and 
Gentiles to  fa ith  in H im  “ who was delivered for 
our offences, and w as raised again for our ju s­
tification.” T he pow erful Jew ish h ierarchy, and 
the still m ore pow erful R om an empire conspired 
to p u t Jesus to  death, and  to  persecute H is fol­
lowers, “being grieved th a t they taug h t the peo­
ple, an d  preached th rough Jesus the resurrection 
from  the dead.” B ut the forces which crucified 
the Christ and laid H im  in the tom b, sealing the 
tom b and  posting a guard th a t there m ight be no 
deception concerning H is rising again, have long 
since perished from  the earth, while the glad tid ­
ings th a t “the L ord  is risen indeed” have reached 
the u tm ost bounds of hum an habita tion , and  an 
empire of believers the num ber of which Judea 
no r Rom e ever dream ed has been gathered from  
every tribe and  nation.

T he application of the term  L ord ’s D ay to 
Sunday is disputed for the following reasons:
(1) T h a t i t  is nowhere said in the New Tes­
tam en t th a t Jesus actually arose from  the grave 
on the first day of the w eek; H is first appearance 
to  the wom en and to  His disciples was on th a t

( 4 )

day, b u t none of them  saw Him  rise, so th a t the 
exact day and  hour of the resurrection are not 
confirm ed by eyewitnesses. N otw ithstanding this 
the Church for nineteen hundred years has be­
lieved th a t Sunday was the day of the resurrec­
tion, and  the testim ony of the fa thers from  about 
the close of the first century  th a t the resurrection 
was celebrated on Sunday is conclusive th a t it 
was so held by the early Christians. (2) T ha t 
the phrase in M atthew  28:1, “In  the end of the 
sabbath , as it began to daw n tow ard  the first day 
of the week,” adm its of the resurrection taking 
place on S aturday  evening. This is the argum ent 
of those who m aintain  th a t the crucifixion oc­
curred on W ednesday ; to  establish their claim 
th a t Jesus m ust have been in the sepulchre for 
seventy-tw o hours, they insist upon the resurrec­
tion at about sunset on S aturday  evening, taking 
into account the beginning and ending of the 
Jew ish days a t sunset; therefore, “as it began to  
daw n tow ard  the first day of the week,” m ust 
have been, it is claimed, la te on S aturday  eve­
ning, or near sunset.

This is an example of founding a doctrine on a 
single passage of Scrip ture; no o ther gospel w riter 
uses the expression above quoted, b u t in regard 
to  the m ovem ents of the followers of Jesus tow ard  
the tom b, and  the discovery of His resurrection, 
say, “early in the m orning,” “while it was y e t 
dark ,” “a t the rising of the sun,” and  this on “the 
first day  of the week.” A t w hatever hour Jesus 
actually emerged from  the sepulchre, the resur­
rection was a fact to  H is disciples only when the 
m orning of the first day had daw ned. Even if 
epiphosko, translated  “began to  daw n” in M a t­
thew  28:1, means the approach of a new day, 
and  th a t day began a t sunset, it is admissible th a t 
there m ay have been quite an  in terval between 
the descent of the dngel to  roll back the stone 
and the coming of the wom en to  the tom b, so 
th a t, as some com m entators render the Greek, 
there “had  been a g reat earthquake” previous to  
the arriva l of the women. The la tte r were n o t 
eyewitnesses to  the act of the angel as he rolled 
aw ay the stone, and  did no t feel the trem or of 
the earth  in th e  vicinity  of the sepulchre; but 
th e ir eyes were gladdened by  the sight of the 
risen Lord  on the m orning of the first day of the 
week.

(3) The opponents of Sunday as the day of 
C hristian  rest and  w orship deny th a t the term  
L ord ’s D ay properly  applies to  the first day of 
the week, and  say th a t S t. John , in R evelation
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1:10 m eant (a) the S abbath ; confirm ation of 
this is thought to  be found in Isaiah  58:13, and 
other passages, w here the L ord  calls the Sabbath 
“my holy d ay .” Or (b) th a t he m eant the day 
of judgm ent, which is called “ the day of the 
L ord,” in 1 Corinthians 5:5, 2 Thessalonians 2:2,
2 Peter 3:10, and o ther references which might 
be given.

In  reply to  these objections a distinguished au ­
th o r says: “ (a ) I f  Jo h n  m eant the Sabbath , he 
would doubtless have called it by its usual name. 
The early fathers used the term  ‘L ord ’s D a y ’ for 
the first day of the week, copying, no doubt, 
from  the apostle. They also were careful to  dis­
tinguish between the S abbath  and  the L o rd ’s 
D a y ; and  we should no t expect th a t their teacher, 
the apostle, would use a te rm  of confusion, as he 
did if by  L ord ’s D ay he m eant the Sabbath . . . . 
(b ) Jo h n  evidently speaks of a literal d ay ; Peter 
and  P aul, quite as evidently, of a g reat event, oc­
cupying m ore than  a comm on day. The la tte r 
speak of a day in the unknow n fu tu re ; while 
Jo h n  speaks of one in the know n past. . . . M ore­
over the phraseology of Jo h n  is, K uriache H am - 
era; while th a t of the o ther apostles is, Hamera  
K uriou, or the like; the adjective form , Kuriache, 
being used in the form er instance, and  never in 
the la tte r in Scripture, pertaining to  day, except 
in this case; which distinction the fathers also 
carefully observe” (Sabbath  and Sunday, by W m . 
D eL oss L ove, D . D .) .

T he generally accepted teaching concerning the 
S abbath  and Sunday is th a t a fte r His resurrection 
our L ord  changed the S abbath  from  Saturday  to 
Sunday, in com m em oration of the resu rrec tion ; 
this is based, in  p art, a t least, upon the following 
sc rip tu re : “U ntil th e  day in which he was taken 
up, a fte r th a t he th rough  the H oly G host had 
given com m andm ents unto  the apostles w hom  he 
had chosen: to  whom  also he showed himself 
alive after his passion by  m any infallible proofs, 
being seen of them  fo rty  days, and  speaking of 
the things pertaining to  the kingdom  of G od” 
(Acts 1:2, 3 ) . T he following scripture is also 
sometimes adduced: “ B ut the C om forter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom  the F ather will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to  you r rem em brance, w hatsoever I 
have said unto  y o u ” (Jo h n  14:26).

D uring the fo rty  days from  the resurrection to 
the ascension it is supposed th a t Jesus instructed 
the apostles concerning th e  change of the day, 
and th a t they continued the observance of Sun­

OS)

day according to His direction. O r, th a t afte r 
Pentecost th e  H oly Ghost taug h t the apostles 
w ha t to  do w ith  reference to  the S abbath  and 
Sunday, and th a t they followed H is leading. 
While it m ay not be positively denied th a t such 
teaching em anated from  Jesus and the Holy 
Ghost, yet the fact th a t a change of day was thus 
m ade is incapable of affirm ation from  the record. 
“I t  is very early in  the m orning, the first day of 
the week. The sun has risen. The Sun of R igh t­
eousness has risen also.* The first day of the 
week has become ‘The L ord ’s D ay .’ W ith these 
words, you will remember, I  closed my first lec­
ture. P erhaps you m ay be inclined to  suppose 
th a t I  m eant to  im ply by them  th a t a t  the m o­
m ent to  which they refer, or alm ost im mediately 
afterw ard , the L ord ’s D ay began to be observed 
as an ordinance of the Christian C hurch, and to 
presume th a t our blessed Lord, either by  the very 
fact of His rising from  the dead on the first day 
of the week, or by instructions given to  H is apos­
tles during ‘the great fo rty  days,’ sanctified and 
set ap a rt th a t day fo r H is own service forever. 
Now  I m eant nothing of the sort. I  cannot see, 
on the one hand, how an act or a fact can estab­
lish an ordinance not necessarily connected w ith 
it, unless it is declared by the agent (as in  the 
case of the S ab ba th ), th a t it is intended to  give 
sanction to  it. On the o ther hand, I  find no 
scriptural au tho rity  fo r asserting th a t though 
Christ did, during the in terval alluded to , speak 
to H is disciples of ‘the things pertaining to  the 
kingdom  of God,’ this subject was am ongst those 
upon which he held high converse” (S unday: Its  
Origin, H istory, and Present Obligation, by  R ev . 
J a m e s  A u g u s t u s  H e s s e y ,  D. C. L .).

I t  should not, therefore, be thought th a t there 
are scripture texts which support the theory  of a 
change of the Sabbath  from  Saturday  to  Sunday, 
for none will be found. The various appearances 
of Jesus to  H is disciples on the first day of the 
week do no t indicate the appointm ent by H im  of 
a sacred day, nor the im m ediate adoption of Sun­
day as a com m em orative day by  the apostles.

These facts rem ain of record: (1) T h a t the 
day of the resurrection, as m arked by the ap ­
pearances of Jesus to  His followers, was the first 
day of the week, or S unday; and th a t the day of 
Pentecost, fifty days la ter, was also on Sunday.
(2) T h a t the S abbath  continued to  be kep t by 
the Jew s on the seventh day, as before. (3) T ha t 
assemblies of Christians on the first day of the 
week for w orship were held during the apostolic 
period, and no doubt w ith  apostolic sanction,



70 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A ZIN E

Paul met w ith the disciples a t T roas on the first 
day of the week, and preached unto  them, also, 
no doubt, participating  in the L ord’s Supper (Acts 
2 0 :7 ); and the com mands he gave to  the 
churches in  Corinth and  Galatia, concerning the 
raising of benevolent funds (1 Cor. 16:1-3), show 
th a t the individual offerings were gathered to ­
gether on the first day of the week.

The a ttitud e  of the apostle P aul tow ard  the 
S abbath—meaning thereby the Sabbath  of the 
law, and as kept by the Jews—was one of to l­
eration as he went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath, not to w orship as a Jew , but to  preach

the gospel to  them , as he also went to the A reop­
agus a t A thens, a center of idolatrous worship, to  
preach the same gospel to  the heathen. B ut w hen 
he found C hristians keeping the S abbath  and  
o ther Jew ish  ordinances as a m atter of religious 
d u ty  and as a ground for salvation, he boldly 
declared th a t the Jew ish ritual (including the 
S ab ba th ) had  no place in the plan of salvation 
by grace th rough  faith  (R om . 14:5, 6, Gal. 4:9,
10, Col. 2 :16). Thus the L o rd ’s Day, as a day 
of C hristian  observance, had  become w hen John  
w rote the R evelation, a firm ly established C hris­
tian  institution.

DEVOTIONAL
SOME GREAT PREACH ERS I HAVE  

KNOWN
B y  A. M . H ills

No. 12—Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman

I
N the encyclopedia I found the following 
facts about the subject of this sketch. He 
was born in Richmond, Indiana, June, 1859, 

and died Christmas, 1918. He took p a rt of his 
college course in Oberlin, b u t graduated from  F o r­
est U niversity in 1879. He took his theological 
course a t Lane Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
was granted  the degree of D. D. by W ooster U ni­
versity, Ohio, the date not given. L ater in life 
he was given the degree of L L. D. by Heidelberg 
University, O tterbein, Ohio, the date not given. 
He held pastorates in Indiana, Ohio, New York, 
Albany, Philadelphia and F ourth  P resbyterian 
C hurch, New Y ork City.

He became intim ate w ith Dwight L. M oody, 
and seemed to have developed a genius for soul- 
w inning which was recognized by his P resbyterian 
denom ination, and which led to  his being u lti­
mately draw n away from  pastoral into evangel­
istic work. He was elected Corresponding Secre­
ta ry  of the General Assembly’s Com m ittee on 
Evangelistic W ork, also D irector of W inona As­
sembly and  Sum mer School. He labored in many 
large cities of the U nited States, Canada, Hawaii, 
F iji Islands, A ustralia, Tasm ania, New Zealand, 
the Philippines, China, Korea, Jap an , Ceylon, 
E ngland, Scotland, Ireland and Wales.

W'e greatly regret th a t the biography of this 
good m an was not in our public library , having 
been draw n out. I t  would have greatly aided in 
m aking this sketch m ore lifelike, and vastly  more 
interesting. B ut when one writes such an article, 
he m ust use the m aterial th a t comes to hand.

In  the course of his busy life he found tim e to  
w rite a few books. “And P eter,” “K adesh-B ar- 
nea,” “ Receive Ye the Holy G host,” “The Lost 
C row n,” “The Surrendered L ife,” “Spiritual Life 
in the Sunday School,” C hapm an’s “R evival Ser­
m ons,” 1911, “Present D ay Evangelism ,” 1912.

We m ust rem em ber th a t just about the close of 
his life he was m ade m oderator of the general 
assembly, an honor well deserved, and a w orthy 
recognition of his service to  his church and  the 
cause of C hristianity  in his day.

I th ink  it was about N ovem ber, 1893, in 
Springfield, Mio., th a t we first m et W ilbur C hap­
m an. According to  dates, he w as a t th a t tim e 
about th ir ty -fo u r years and  five m onths old. He 
had  ju st resigned the pastorate of B ethany church 
in Philadelphia, when W anam aker had  his great 
S abbath  school of 3,000 pupils, to  enter evangel­
istic w ork. We heard  him  tell th is s to ry : “The 
first S abbath  m orning I preached in the great 
church in Philadelphia a faded out old m an, with 
long, white beard  m et me a t the foot of the p u l­
p it stairs, and looked into my face, and said, 
‘You are p re tty  young to  be pastor of this great 
church. W e have alw ays had older pastors. B ut 
you preach the gospel, and I have covenanted to



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M AGA ZIN E 71

help you all I  can.’ ” Said R ev. C hapm an, “I 
said to  myself, ‘H ere is a crank.’ ” B ut the old 
man w ent on. ‘I and  two others have covenanted 
together to  p ray  for you.’ I  thought, ‘T ha t is 
not so bad, if he is going to p ray  for m e.’ But 
the three became ten, and the ten  became fifty, 
and the fifty became two hundred  who m et in 
one room of the church to  p ray  for me before 
every serm on. In  another room  eighteen elders 
knelt around  me in p rayer so close th a t I could 
reach out and  p u t my hands upon them . I went 
into m y pulpit to  preach every Sunday, feeling 
th a t I was clothed w ith Spirit-pow er in answer 
to  the prayers of two hundred  and  eighteen m e n ! 
A nybody could preach under those circumstances. 
The serm on would preach itse lf!” T hen said 
C hapm an pathetically, “ I don’t see how the aver­
age m an, under the average circumstances, can 
preach a t a l l!”

He to ld  us how, in the beginning of th a t pas­
to rate , he preached to  his people to  seek the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit for service. One 
hum ble and very ignorant m an rose and left the 
service. “ I was a little surprised, and  a t the close 
I walked softly about the church to  see if I  could 
find him. The door of one classroom was a little 
a jar, and I heard  a low  voice. I  softly pushed 
the door open, and there was the m an on his face 
before God in prayer. I stood and listened. He 
prayed, ‘O God, if there is any th ing  in me th a t 
hinders Thee from  using me, take it all out of 
me. Give me a clean heart, an d  fill me w ith the 
Holy Spirit.’ A fter a tim e he rose to  his feet 
and stood before me, the first he knew I  was 
there. He said, ‘Pasto r, God has come into my 
heart and filled me w ith the H oly Spirit for serv­
ice !’ To my personal know ledge,” said D r. C hap­
m an, “since th a t tim e, in three years, th a t hum ble 
m an has led one hundred  men to  C hrist. And 
others were baptized w ith  the Spirit, and w rought 
w ith pow er. In  three years we received over 
eleven hundred  into th a t church, and six hundred 
of them  were m en !”

These illustrations give a h in t of Dr. C hapm an’s 
power and  reliance upon the genuine gospel and  
the H oly Spirit for success. Such pastors quite 
naturally  get carried  out of the pastoral w ork 
into evangelism by influences and  providences 
which they cannot resist. I t  m ay, or m ay not be 
their choice, b u t it is G od’s will for th e m : for 
they can achieve, as a b ro ther once w rote me, 
traveling about in the w ider field, m ore than  any 
m an in a fixed pasto rate can ever accomplish.

(7)

I t  involves great sacrifices and great tem pta­
tions which those who have not been in this work 
will never know. I t  means to  exchange your 
sacred home for a trun k  and a suitcase; to  sur­
render the protection of affectionate loved ones 
for the cruel assaults of cunning and designing 
s trang ers! I t means to  trade the com parative 
•privacy of one com m unity for the trum pet blare, 
and  newspaper description, and contradiction and 
criticism of unpitying and merciless and  tiresome 
publicity. I t  means journeys oft, and ceaseless 
vigils, an  unending nervous strain, and a wasting 
d ra ft on the sensibilities and emotions, preaching 
twelve to  fifteen times a week, attended by the 
travail pangs of intercessory prayer. Only the 
strongest can endure it long. M any go down 
spiritually and physically. B ut blessed are the 
tried and faithful souls who walk w ith God and 
preach this great gospel, and  endure unto  the end. 
They “ tu rn  many to  righteousness and will shine 
as the stars forever and  ever.”

I t  was th irty -six  years and one m onth ago th a t 
this young m an of whom we are w riting stepped 
before an audience in a large thea ter packed to 
the limit, in Springfield, M o. I t  was a union 
meeting of all the P ro testan t churches in the city 
but one. The united choirs of the city made a 
vast chorus which was ably led by Peter Bilhorn 
of Chicago, whom Dr. C hapm an regarded as the 
best evangelistic leader in this country. All 
were ready to receive the young evangelist with 
receptive minds and  hearts.

He stood before them , beautiful as an Apollo, 
w ith lithe and sinewy frame, about six feet tall, 
a spiritual face with florid cheeks, in the bloom 
of perfect health. H is presence was imposing, his 
figure comm anding, his m anners trained to  per­
fection, his speech cultured and refined, and his 
voice m odulated to  be a perfect instrum ent to 
convey the thoughts and emotions of his soul. I 
listened to  him  for fifteen or seventeen days, twice 
a day, and never found anything to criticize in 
m anners or voice or diction or speech -o ra to ry ! 
Though trained for preaching in Calvinistic 
schools, he took the Calvinistic measles in a very 
light form , and  the result was alm ost invisible 
and undiscernible. In  tru th , he had a great mes­
sage, and preached a great gospel with a heart all 
w rapped up in the great work of saving souls. 
The only unfavorable com m ent on the substance 
of his doctrines th a t I heard was m ade by his own 
Calvinistic Presbyterians of the old school sort. 
Sinners and backsliders certainly heard  a great
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gospel which was well calculated to  bring them  in 
penitence to  Jesus’ feet.

He was an excellent model in his sermonic 
method for soul-winning. His illustrations were 
draw n largely from  the experiences of hum an be­
ings—how sinners found God, or how they re­
jected H im , and the consequences of it. He m an­
ifestly had  no sym pathy with the homiletical 
teachers and  critics who sneer a t “ stories” in 
preaching. Such men were never soul winners 
themselves, and do no t know  how the w ork  is 
done. The successful fishers of men, from  Jesus 
to  M oody and Chapm an, used the despised “ sto­
ries” th a t come from  life and move men to deci­
sion.

D r. C hapm an’s book, “Present D ay Evangel­
ism,” is before me. In  it he says, “The ineffect­
iveness of some pastors is due to  the lack of tra in ­
ing in the theological sem inary: for w ith all th a t 
the sefninaries have accomplished, and  their m is­
sion has been tru ly  w onderful and greatly owned 
of God, there is scarcely a theological sem inary 
in the land today  bu t is defective in the m atter 
of training evangelists, or the assisting of th e­
ological students in the developm ent and  exercise 
of evangelistic gifts. U ntil recently there has 
been a real sag in the evangelistic spirit of the 
C hurch. She has exercised little or no care in the 
training of evangelists. While here and  there 
throughout our country  there are institutions, like 
the Bible In stitu te  in Chicago, which have had 
actually to  contend for existence, still it is true 
th a t the Church has done practically nothing for 
the evangelist. He has gone forth  frequently  un­
trained, a t tim es unwisely, to  exercise his m in­
is try ; b u t he has been alm ost entirely w ithout 
oversight, and too often w ithout sym pathy, when 
sym pathy  was really deserved. In  frequent in ­
stances he has been obliged w ith real distress to  
himself to m aintain  his position.

“There w ould be fewer unskilled men in the 
field today  as evangelists, and  far less of those 
who bring the office into disrepute, d id  only the 
Church exercise her au th o rity  in train ing, in over­
sight, and  even in discipline.

“Then, too, evangelistic meetings in the past 
have frequently been considered an end  ra ther 
than  a means to  an end. T his is alm ost a fa ta l 
error. A dm irable as such meetings are in them ­
selves, their chief value lies in the fact th a t they 
arouse dorm ant energies, deepen convictions, and 
provoke to enthusiastic service. I f  they fail at 
these points, they yield a poor re tu rn  for the in­

vestm ent of money, tim e and effort. Yet, afte r 
all, w ha t is needed in our country  today  is not 
so m uch a successful evangelistic meeting here or 
there, b u t a general awakening. Indeed it is re­
vivals alone which advance the kingdom of God. 
Evangelistic meetings save us from  disastrous d e­
clensions.

“In  a conference of C hristian workers not long 
ago, an aged m inister said, ‘I revere the memories 
of the great evangelists, and yet, as I  recall the 
crowds attend ing  their meetings, the music of the 
great choirs, and  the high p itch  of enthusiasm  
aroused, I  m ust adm it I th ink  of them  all w ith  a 
feeling akin to  h o rro r.’

“I confess,” said D r. C hapm an, “ I  h eard  th a t 
aged m inister’s criticism w ith  a feeling beyond  
horror I W ho can estim ate the value of the m eet­
ings conducted by M r. M oody in the H ippodrom e 
in New Y ork, the G rand D epot in Philadelphia, 
or in  the city of B altim ore, when in all of these 
places he preached the precious gospel for weeks, 
and lived himself the m ost w onderful exemplifica­
tion  of the doctrines he ta u g h t?  W ho can tell 
w ha t the condition of the Church or her m inis­
ters m ight have been if his voice had no t been 
heard, if his glorious m inistry  had no t been ex­
ercised?

“The days of g reat meetings are no t over. Of 
this we are confident. W hat greater blessing 
could come to  a com m unity th an  th a t all the 
forces of the Church should enter upon an ag­
gressive cam paign against the devil. In  m any 
cases th is is essential, and to  be indifferent to  the 
fact is to  im peril the best interests of the kingdom  
of God.

“Y et it will never be possible to  accomplish the 
evangelistic w ork of the Church depending upon 
the services of the evangelist alone. Beyond all 
question, emphasis m ust also be placed

“ F ir st— On Pastoral Evangelism . M ore and 
more God seems to  be teaching us th a t the m an 
who has been called to  preach and  placed in 
charge of a church is in every p a rt of his service 
to  be a winner o f souls. [Sixty thousand  barren  
pastors and churches in the U nited  S tates in 1927 
was a reproach to P ro testantism  and an insult to 
Christ and  the H oly  Spirit.]

“ S econd— Upon Personal Evangelism . S in ce  it  
is true th a t the m ajority  of the members of the 
church have never won a soul for Christ, the em ­
phasis placed here is m ost tim ely. T he indiffer­
ence of the Church to the winning of souls is 
positively shocking. One trem bles when he thinks
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of the judgm ent seat of C hrist, and  th e  great 
m ultitude of H is professed followers who will 
s tand  in His presence em pty-handed.

“T w o business men regularly m ade th e ir way 
into the city of Boston from  Lowell, one a Chris­
tian, and  the o ther not. For alm ost tw enty  years 
they had  occupied the same seat in the train . In  
the providence of God they were both  dying the 
same day, and  the m an who was not a Christian 
said, ‘Is  it n o t strange th a t my, friend knew I was 
not a Christian, and in tw enty  years of acquain t­
ance, having discussed innum erable subjects, he 
never spoke to  me about C h ris t? ’

“ P aren ts m ust be interested in their children’s 
conversion. I overheard a Christian worker 
pleading w ith a boy to  come to  C hrist. His 
m other was a leader in the church and his fa ther 
an officer in the church. E very  attem pt was use­
less, and  w hen pressed to  give a reason for his 
indifference, the boy said, ‘N either m y fa ther nor 
my m other have ever asked me to  come to  Christ, 
and  I cannot come.’

“ This is a w ork in which business men can be 
engaged— personal w ork am ong their employees. 
A distinguished N ew Y ork pasto r tells of preach­
ing a sermon one day in which he said to  his peo­
ple, ‘Every  one in this church is either a channel 
or a barrier for sp iritual pow er in his relation 
tow ard God.’ One prom inent business m an re­
tu rned  from  the serm on to  his home, entered his 
library  and determ ined to  find out which he was, 
and he learned th a t he was a barrier. Before he 
left the room  he determ ined th a t from  th a t time 
on he w ould be a channel.

“The next day he began to  speak to his em ­
ployees. The first w as a Catholic and he urged 
him  to  be a true Catholic. T hen came his p ri­
vate secretary, and he asked him  if he had kept 
his prem ises and been a good employee. T h ink ­
ing th a t perhaps he was about to  be discharged, 
the secretary asked w ha t fau lt he had to  find 
w ith him . He answered, ‘I t  is no t th a t, b u t I 
am  a Christian and I am  bound  for heaven, and 
I should not like to  go w ithout asking you to  go 
with m e.’

“About fo rty  years ago I heard an evangelist 
say he once saw  the Bible of the princely m er­
chant, Jo h n  W hnam aker, of Philadelphia. On the 
fly leaf was w ritten  and signed these words: ‘By 
the grace of G od I  will endeavor to  lead a t least 
one young m an to  Christ every day th is year.’ 
He had several colossal stores and  millions of

dollars w orth  of goods, and he had  thousands of 
clerks, ye t he took tim e daily to  w in souls.”

Dr. C hapm an laid continual stress on the im ­
portance of p rayer in revival work. “W ith ref­
erence to  the p rayer life and the Holy Spirit, to  
ignore H im  is to  hinder prayer. To hinder prayer 
is to  be a stranger to  the true spirit of evangelism. 
He is the teacher in the school of prayer. H e is 
the guide into the deep things of God. He is the 
revealer of hidden mysteries.

“P rayer had a very prom inent place in the 
early C hurch, not only as a means of prom oting 
spiritual life, b u t also as a force to  be used on be­
half of the w ork of evangelism. Pentecost was 
ushered in by prayer. W orkers were appointed 
only afte r prayer. W hen they were to  be sent 
forth, the Church assembled for special prayer. 
The great foreign mission m ovem ent was inaugu­
rated  in prayer. I f  persecutions came, th e  Chris­
tians m et to  p ray . One of the tw o reasons for 
choosing deacons was th a t the leaders of the 
Church m ight give themselves to  prayer. The 
more carefully the subject is studied, the m ore 
apparen t it becomes th a t w hat was accomplished 
in the apostolic age was largely due to  the con­
stan t em ploym ent of the hidden and om nipotent 
force of prayer.

“The Spirit of God guided and  empowered the 
w orkers and thus governed and  energized the en­
tire m issionary enterprise of the Church. H e des­
ignated and separated the workers and  sent them  
forth  unto their work. H e clothed them  with 
irresistible power. H e opened and closed doors. 
He led them  in tim es of perplexity. In  His m ight 
they carried the gospel message th roughout the 
length and breadth  of the vast empire of Rome, 
all in answer to  prayer.

“ Everything v ita l to  the success of the w orld’s 
evangelization hinges on prayer. Are thousands 
of missionaries and tens of thousands of native 
w orkers needed? ‘P ray  ye therefore th e . Lord  of 
the harvest th a t he will send forth  labourers into 
his harvest.’ Is  money needed? P rayer alone 
will influence G od’s people to. give w ith purity  of 
motive and self-sacrifice. P rayer alone will over­
come the gigantic difficulties which confront the 
w orkers in every mission field. R obert E . Speer 
says the evangelization of the w orld depends 
upon the revival of prayer. Deeper than  the 
need of m en ; deeper far th an  the need for m o ney ; 
aye, deep down a t the bo ttom  of our spiritless 
life, is the need for the forgotten secret of p re­
vailing world-w ide prayer.
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“And then the scope of evangelistic preaching 
m ust be wider and deeper. I t  is n o t enough to 
get men converted. They m ust be edified and 
trained in the ethics of Christ. M ore m ust be said 
about the duties, and principles of the Christian 
life. There is nothing th a t will restore to  the 
Church the confidence and respect of the masses 
more than  a robust preaching of the m oralities of 
the Christian life as Jesus preached it. This 
wicked world is waiting for the m anifestation of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, in the home life, in 
church activities, in social life, and in the business 
world, and will be satisfied with nothing less. 
Converts need to be taught to  ‘W alk w orthy of 
the L ord  unto  all pleasing, being fruitfu l in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God’ (Col. 1 :10).”

A f t e r  t h e  E v a n g e l ist ic  S e r m o n
A fter the sermon of the evangelist is preached, 

comes success or failure. He has much to do 
with the result. The M ethodists and others use 
the a lta r for seekers. M oody used the inquiry 
room, and he personally directed the worker to 
the seeker. In  the Chapm an meetings which I 
witnessed, and for ought I know, as long as he 
lived, he used the card method. In  the center of 
three rows of seats extending from aisle to  aisle, 
was a w orker, w ith cards reading som ething as 
follows:

“I have an honest desire henceforth to  live a 
C hristian life. I am  willing to  follow any light 
God may give me. I ask the people of God to 
p ray  for me.
N am e......................................................................................
R esidence..............................................................................
Church or pastor p referred ...........................................

While a prayer was being offered or the choir 
was singing softly, or an exhortation was being 
made, the worker obtained as many signatures as 
he could. These cards were handed in to the 
official secretary of the meeting, assorted and sent 
the next day to the pastor chosen or preferred by 
the signer.

Now here was the failure of Dr. C hapm an’s 
work, if a t ail. The devil is always present a t 
every revival tn note every mistake of preacher 
or manager or altar worker, and use it to keep as 
many as possible from making definite decisions 
and exercising personal saving faith in Christ. 
Note th a t the crowds attending the meetings 
never lessened, and the enthusiasm never waned. 
But the eye-opener came when we tried to gather 
the harvest. I t  was found th a t many convicted

(10)

people never came to any definite decision. Also 
m any people signed cards to  get rid of the soli­
c ita tion  of the w orkers; giving a wrong residence, 
or nam ing a street and num ber where there was 
no house, only a vacant l o t ! So in all meetings 
thereafter they could tu rn  off the worker, by say ­
ing, “ I have already signed a card .” M anifestly  
in any revival, no hum an w orker for subtlety  and 
skill and  wisdom can m atch the devil himself. 
He has superhum an ability, is older and has been 
longer a t his Satanic business' He can easily o u t­
wit any mere man. All the more im p o rtan t is it 
for all our revival plans and  m ethods to  be 
formed by the guidance of the H olv Spirit in 
answer to  hum ble prayer.

I observed at the beginning that all the P ro t­
estant churches in the city of Springfield, Mo., 
united in the C hapm an revival but one. Thai 
was a M ethodist church. Its  pastor, a t a p re­
lim inary m inisters’ meeting to make final a r ­
rangem ents for the union revival, said to us, “B e­
loved brethren , do not understand me as opposing 
you, or having any but the kindest feelings 
tow ard  your meeting, and prayerfu l sym pathy  
for your success. But I learn th a t he uses the 
card m ethod, and  has no a lta r or inquiry  room 
for seekers. The w ork is very likely to be super­
ficial. I w ant thorough work done in a revival. 
While you are in your great union meeting, I 
will be holding meetings in my suburban church, 
in the old-fashioned M ethodist w ay, having souls 
at the a lta r praying through to G od.”

Well, we had our g reat enthusiastic meetings in 
the largest audience room in the city packed to 
the lim it. This G od-fearing M ethodist m inister 
had  his hum ble meeting th a t never got mentioned 
in the press. B ut the h a rv e s t! T h a t m inister had  
it— more th an  tw o hundred converts adm itted  
into his church—m ore additions than  any three 
of the big churches in the heart of the city who 
had  labored in the great union re v iv a l! The les­
son is plain.

Y ears afte rw ard  I was leading a bleised revival 
in Wisconsin. A com m ittee was sent to inspect 
the w ork and  were delighted and w ent back to 
their city and reported, and engaged mo for a 
union meeting. Then, a t a public meeting, a 
prom inent M. E. m inister said, “We M ethodists 
are dragged into union revival efforts to  make 
them  go. In  the last one under Dr. C hapm an we 
went and  labored, but got very little out of it .” 
The M ethodists w ithdrew , and the union meeting 
fell through.
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L e sso n  N u m b e r  T w o  
In  the Springfield meetings D r. C hapm an 

preached an  afternoon serm on on C hristians and 
worldly am usem ents. I do no t th ink  he m eant it 
so but the daily paper came out w ith a blazing 
headline letters an inch long: “ C H R ISTIA N S 
CAN D A N C E .”

D ear D r. Chapman was a Presbyterian and 
doubtless preached the view of his church on the 
subject of holiness. He talked about Christians 
having “a deeper life." He did not say how 
much d eep e r! He did not tell us w hat sanctifica­
tion was, nor how to get it. There were no sanc­
tifications!

................................................... .

EXPOSITION A L
STU D IE S IN THE SERM ON ON THE  

M OUNT
B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e st e r  

New Interpretation of the Law of Love
(M a tt. 5 :43-48)

O N E by one Jesus had considered the 
curren t standards of righteousness of th a t 
day. He had  show n their deficiency and 
had set up new ideals. He had analyzed grosser 
forms of evil, and had shown th a t they go deeper 

than  the ou tw ard  expression, rooting themselves 
in the heart of m an, bringing guilt where there is 
no outw ard  expression. H e had  passed from  the 
grosser form s to  m ore subtle lines of evil, had 
touched upon the current conception of oaths, and 
then repudiated  the spirit of revenge com mon in 
th a t day and age, a sp irit which was exonerated 
by scribal au th o rity . In  all cases Jesus had dealt 
prim arily  w ith  heart conditions, and  now in the 
closing section of the first chapter of the sermon 
He comes to  the m ost fundam ental tru th  of all, 
the climactic teaching of the whole series.

As in o ther cases the real teaching of the Old 
T estam ent had been obscured by scribal accre­
tions. The original passage, found in Lev. 19:18 
reads, “Thou shalt n o t take vengeance or bear 
any grudge against the children of thy  people; 
b u t thou shalt love th y  neighbour as thyself: I 
am  Jehovah .” Because the injunction specified 
th a t vengeance, or a grudge, should not be borne 
against any of the children of Israel the inference 
was m ade th a t as far as one’s enemies were con­
cerned, it was law ful to  hate them . The narrow  
exclusive spirit of the Jew s contributed  to  such 
an a ttitude. H e regarded his nation , and his n a­
tion alone, as the recipient of divine favors from  
which the heathen were excluded. M oreover,

through b itte r strife and  contention in bloody 
wars with the nations around  about the spirit of 
enm ity had  been intensified until no feeling of 
hum an ties and  bonds remained. Thereupon the 
passing from  race hatred  to  class hatred  was an 
easy transition. The common people were despised 
and hated  by the Pharisees. “This m ultitude th a t 
know not the law  are accursed,” said they. Then 
the Pharisee and  the Sadducee were embroiled 
against one another, so also the scribe and the 
priest. From  class hatred  the spirit of enmity 
continued w ith  the developm ent of personal an i­
mosities, the more so w ith the justification of re­
venge th a t existed. Thus through a process of 
developm ent, and no doubt in justification of their 
own attitude, it would seem th a t the scribal ac­
cretion had been m ade to the biblical command 
to love, and we have as stated  in our text, “Ye 
have heard  th a t it was said, Thou shalt love thy  
neighbor, and  hate thine enem y.”

Contrasting with the general trend  which fos­
tered enm ity and hatred  came the injunction of 
Jesus, “ But I say unto  you, love your enemies 
and  pray  for them  th a t persecute you .” The em­
phasis expressed in the declaration, “I say unto 
you ,” should be noted. This emphasis has been 
present in all of the new interpretations, bu t it 
m ay be the most fitting to  note it here in connec­
tion w ith the climactic injunction. The Greek 
does not use the personal pronoun unless it is 
em phatic. Here we find it. M oreover to  add 
intensity to the emphasis, it is placed first. How 
different from  the teaching of the scribes who 
endlessly quoted  a u th o rity ! W ho never reached 
conclusions save by wearying, intricate deductions. 
No w onder the people exclaimed, “W hat new 
teaching is this, for he spake as one having au ­
th o rity  and not as the scribes and Pharisees.”
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The first exhortation is, “Love your enemies.” 
The word for love is significant. The Greek has 
tw o words to  express this em otion, one indicating 
a love which is hum an and  ano ther a love which 
has w ithin it a divine element. I t  is the la tte r 
w ord which is used here. To love one’s enemies 
is not natura l. To exercise such love one m ust 
have the love of God in his heart. M oreover the 
injunction is placed in the present tense which 
w ould signify, “M ake it a practice to  love your 
enemies.”

C o-ordinate w ith the com m and to love one’s 
enemies, is the exhortation, “P ray  for them  th a t 
persecute you.” O ver and over again we have 
hints of the storm y background of th e  N ew  Tes­
tam ent, of the persecuting forces, and  th is in junc­
tion  would indicate th a t already the disciples were 
feeling the active assaults of opposition. In  the 
face of such enm ity they were to  p ray , p ray  for 
the instigators, p ray , not once and  again, b u t 
p ray  continually for them.

In  connection w ith  the exhortations we have 
reasons subjoined. T he first is th a t in doing thus, 
there will be found in them  a likeness unto  God. 
“T h a t ye m ay be sons of your F ather who is in 
heaven: for he m aketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
the un just.” In  this way and  in th is w ay only, 
could they in tru th  be children of their heavenly 
F ather. For H e makes no discrim ination in the 
adm inistrations of His general blessings. As Bruce 
observes, “In  this w ord of Jesus we find distinct 
recognition of the fact th a t in hum an life there is 
a large sphere (sun and rain, how much these 
cover!) in which men are trea ted  by Providence 
irrespectively of character: by no means a m atter 
of course to  a Jewish teacher, the tendency being 
to  insist on exact correspondence between lo t and 
character under a purely re tribu tive conception 
of God’s relation to m an. T hus a new conception 
of God was introduced and a new requisite to  be 
sons of God.”

The second reason or m otive for the keeping of 
the injunction, “Love your enemies,” is th a t if 
the C hristian disciple does not surpass in the ex­
ercise of virtues the ordinary  individual, he has 
no distinguishing m arks. “F or if ye love them  
th a t love you, w hat rew ard  have you ?  Do not 
even the publicans the sam e? And if ye salute 
your b rethren  only, w hat do ye m ore than  others: 
do not even the Gentiles the sam e?” “ Christ 
would aw aken in H is disciples the am bition to 
excel,” says Bruce “He does not wish them  to be

(12)

m oral mediocrities, men of average m orality , bu t 
to  be m orally superior, uncom m on.” E ven the 
despised publican, a social outcast because of his 
affiliation w ith the R om an governm ent and  the 
fact th a t his office was connected w ith extortion  
and greed, had  kindly relations w ith those of his 
own class. Y ea, m oreover, the Gentiles, the 
heathen, w ould  greet in a friendly w ay their own. 
W herein could the Christian disciple claim any 
rew ard if he did no m ore?

Concluding these injunctions, and  including all 
the foregoing requisites of inw ard  righteousness 
comes th e  final exhortation, “Ye shall therefore 
be perfect, as your heavenly F a th e r is perfect.” 
The connecting conjunction here should be noted 
first of all. T he w ord in Greek comes from  the 
participle of the verb, “to  be,” and accordingly 
the im plication is, “Since these things are so, ye 
shall therefore be perfect.” Then the fact th a t 
the personal pronoun is used indicates emphasis, 
so a more in terp retative reading of the passage 
m ight be, “Since these things are so, as for you, 
th a t is, in con trast w ith  the publicans and Gen­
tiles, you shall be perfect.”

This com m and has been one of the m ost stag ­
gering in the N ew Testam ent. M orta l m an to  be 
p e rfec t! Yet it was not a new  com m and. I t  
came from  the Old T estam ent. “T hou  shalt be 
perfect w ith Jehovah  thy  G od” was an  in junction  
given in D eut. 18:13. In  this connection the ideal 
required  of Israel is set in co n trast to  the p rac­
tices of the heathen nations. So here in M atthew  
one thought contained in the idea of perfection is 
a contrasting ideal which supersedes the current 
ideals. B ut th is is by no m anner of means all. 
The adjective “perfect,” th a t is the w ord  used 
here, indicates “one who has atta in ed  the end or 
goal.” T hayer in  his New T estam ent Lexicon in 
applying it to m ind and  character states th a t it 
describes, “One who has reached the proper 
height of v irtue and in tegrity .” This, however, 
does n o t give us a concrete conception. The ques­
tion arises as to  w ha t the proper height of v irtue 
and  in tegrity  m ay be. We feel th a t this is de­
fined by the context. The central them e is love. 
Love as com m anded in the Old T estam ent, and  
love as com m anded in the N ew T estam ent, love 
as com m anded by Jesus and  as m anifested by the 
heavenly F ather, and love as contrasted w ith  th a t 
of the publicans and  Gentiles. The essence of 
being perfect would lie in love, th a t would be 
“ the bond of perfectness.” This is m ade the more 
explicit by  the closing phrase in the com m and:
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“As your heavenly F ather is perfect.” At once 
there arises in the m ind the significance of the 
w ord “as” here. In  the original the w ord  may 
be causal and  this phrase w ould be the reason 
assigned, bu t more generally it is used to  denote 
comparison and thus m ay express sim ilarity or 
equality. H ere the sim ilarity or equality could 
not be in degree b u t m ight be in kind. This 
w ould carry  us back to  v. 45. As Bruce says, 
“ God is w hat His sons aspire to  be; He never 
sinks below the id ea l; im partial, benignant, g ra­
cious love, even to the u n w o rth y ; fo r th a t, not 
all conceivablc a ttribu tes, is w hat is in view. As, 
not in degree,— th a t were a discouraging dem and, 
b u t in kind. The kind very necessary to be em ­
phasized in view of curren t ideas and practice, in 
which holiness was disassociated from  love. The 
law, “ Ye shall be holy, for I  am  holy” (Lev. 
11:44) w'as taken negatively and  w orked out in 
separation from  the reputedly sinful. Jesus gave 
it positive contents, and  w7orked it out in gracious 
love.”

In  the longing desire of his heart Charles W es­
ley prayed:

“G ive me a new, a perfect heart,
F rom  doubt and fear, and sorrow free;

The m ind  which was in Christ im part,
A nd let m y spirit cleave to Thee.

“0  take this heart of stone aw ay!
(T h y  rule it doth  not, cannot o w n;)

In  me no longer let it s tay:
0  take away this heart of stone!

“The hatred o f m y carnal m ind  
Out o f m y flesh at once rem ove;

Give me a tender heart, resigned,
A nd  pure, and fill’d w ith  fa ith  and love.

“N ow  let me gain perfection’s height!
N ow  let me into nothing fall!

Be less than nothing in m y sight,
A nd  feel tha t Christ is all in  all!”

This passage is a little more replete w ith  ser- 
monic m aterial than  the foregoing. T he Christian 
a ttitud e  tow ard  his enemies could be a them e 
based on vs. 44, 45 and the The higher plane of 
the C hristian life, vs. 46, 47. Finally the ideal 
set before a C hristian could be a them e for v. 48.

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y  C . E . C ornell

Wilbur Fisk’s Resolutions
W ilbur Fisk, D. D ., was the first president of 

the W esleyan U niversity  in  the U nited  States. 
H e was born  a t B attleborough, in the s tate of 
V erm ont, on the 31st day of August, 1792. He 
was clearly converted, and  subsequently sancti­
fied wholly by a second definite w ork of grace.
He became a preacher of pow er as well as an 
educator of wide influence.

The following paper, dated  Ju n e  30, 1819, 
when M r. Fisk was 27 years of age, will show 
the secret of his strength  and  success. T hey are 
w orthy  of earnest consideration by the young 
men of today.

R esolutions E ntered in to  fo r  the B etter  
Im provem en t o f M y  Time

1. I  am  resolved, so fa r as I  can effect it, to 
retire a t nine and  rise a t five.

2. I will appropriate  one hour to  my morning 
devotions.

3. I  will allow  one hour for b reakfast, family
(13)

devotion, and incidental circumstances as m ay 
dem and m y attention .

4. I  will w rite each day tw o hours.
5. I  will spend tw o hours in  some regular 

scientific or literary  study , which I  shall adopt 
from  tim e to  tim e.

6. I  will spend one hour in miscellaneous 
reading.

7. One hour for my devotions a t noon.
8. One hour fo r dinner.
9. One hour (each day) in  preparing m y dis­

courses for the S abbath .
10. The rem ainder of the day will be gen­

erally devoted to visiting.
11. W henever I  am  constrained, from  any 

cause, to  break in upon my regular course. I  
will endeavor, as m uch as possible, to  prevent 
any loss of tim e by returning to it  as soon as 
m ay be, and then will a ttend  to  those branches 
th a t my judgm ent, dictates will be the m ost im ­
proper to  neg lect; a t all times rem em bering n o t
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to curtail my devotions and my preparation  for 
the Sabbath.

12. W hen, in the course of m y various em ­
ployments, a passage of Scripture opens to  my 
m ind, or a striking thought occurs to  me, I will 
take the first opportunity  to  commit it to  w rit­
ing.

13. In  my devotions it shall be my p articu ­
lar business to  p ray  for a deepening of the grace 
in  my heart, and  for the revival of the w ork (of 
God) in the tow n where I labor. M y usefulness 
can be secured only by the blessing of God. 
Therefore, I  m ust particularly  p ray  for the 
divine assistance in all m y labors.

14. I  m ust not dine out on the Sabbath.

Suggested Subjects and Texts
An Assured H arvest.
In  due season we shall reap, if we fa in t not 

(Gal. 6 :9 ).
One of G od’s “ Blesseds.”
Blessed are the dead who die in the L ord  

(R ev. 14:13).
A M om entous T ransaction.
T hy  sins are forgiven (Luke 7:48).
Preserved in Love.
The Lord preserveth all them  th a t love Him 

(Psa. 145:20).
A T rium phant Acclaim.
Glory to  God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, and good-will tow ard  men (Luke 2:14).
Soul Preservation.
The L ord  shall preserve thee from  all evil; He 

shall preserve thy  soul (Psa. 121:7).
Profit and Loss.
W hat is a m an profited, if he shall gain the 

whole world, and  lose his own soul (M itt .  
16:26)?

Divine A ttestation.
He th a t believeth on the Son of God, hath  

the witness in himself (1 Joh n  5:10).
Unwashed Rags.
W e are all as an unclean thing, and  all our 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6).
Sowing and  Reaping.
They th a t sow in tears shall reap in  joy  (Psa. 

126:5).
An Inv ita tion  to  Backsliders.
.Return, ye backsliding children, and I  will 

heal you r backslidings (Jer. 3 :22).
An Unlim ited Provision.
Delight thyself also in the Lord, and  he shall 

give thee the desires of thy  heart (Psa. 37:4).
God’s Race Track.

So run, th a t ye m ay obtain (1 Cor. 9 :2 4 ). 
W'orldly N onconform ity.
A bstain from  all appearance of evil (1 Thess. 

5 :22).
A C rop of Joy .
T hey th a t sow  in tears shall reap in joy (Psa. 

126:5).

The Church Needs Men
The wise pasto r will become acquainted  with 

the men of his congregation, and  will constantly 
strive to  add  more men. In  a tow n or small 
city, m ake it a point to become acquainted  w ith 
the men of the business world. Know them  p er­
sonally, and where consistent, invite th em  to  
the church. Get acquainted  w ith the rich as 
well as the poor. Do no t be a bore, b u t be a 
winner.

The wise preacher will utilize his m en. M en 
can serve as stew ards, trustees, local preachers, 
heads of im portan t committees, clerks, treasurers, 
teachers of m en’s Bible classes, ushers and in 
o ther church activities. Use you r men, do not 
abuse them .

W here the church is of any considerable size, 
there can be tw o sets of ushers, one for the m orn ­
ing and  one fo r the evening. L et the men usher 
and the wom an shake hands a t the door.

A m en’s Bible class in the S abbath  school fu r­
nishes a bulw ark  of strength. These m en can 
very often  be used to  prom ote the school and 
also the church. Set them  to w ork  adding new 
m embers to  the Bible class. If  the class is large 
enough, have an evening for men and discuss 
m atters of v ita l interest to  men. This all re­
quires tac t, and persistence. I t  will require hard  
work as well, b u t never give up.

A congregation made up of half men is a stu rdy  
congregation. I t  is most delightful to  have a 
lot of men interested in the w ork of the church. 
The preacher m ust go afte r men and  get them . 
T he church needs them , and they need the church. 
God needs them  also. M ay this h in t drop into 
the soul of some preacher, and lead him  to 
larger effort in behalf of men.

“Neither”
(1 Cor. 10) 

N either be ye idolaters. 
N either com mit fornication. 
N either let us tem pt Christ. 
N either m urm ur.



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M AG A ZIN E 79

W orry and fret are Siamese twins. T hey are 
monstrosities and of no aid to Christian living or 
otherwise. They b lur today  and  obscure to ­
m orrow. T hey furnish the groundw ork for ex­
treme unhappiness. They anticipate th a t which 
never comes. M ost of our calam ities are those 
th a t never come, anyw ay. W orry  and fret con­
stantly  harass love and faith . T hey cause the 
individual to  pu t on “ sm oky” glasses. They are 
im aginative, speculative, somber, crushing, they 
both anticipate serious trouble. They have slain 
their tens of thousands.

W orry  and fret spoil tom orrow  as well as to ­
day. B oth are over-anxious, and  both  are usu­
ally in a hurry . They s ta r t somewhere and get 
nowhere. They fairly “burn  up the ro ad ” and 
miss the flowers by the way. They cause fa in t­
heartedness, lack of courage and hinder p er­
sistency of spirit. They crush the soul and  p ara ­
lyze the will. They have no respect for youth  
or old age. T hey are h um anity ’s peril. M any 
thousands are m ortally  afflicted. M any  of these 
fill p rem ature graves.

The only positive cure for these unfortunate 
habits is the salvation of Jesus Christ. H e can 
calm the soul, m ake quiet the d isturbed life, and 
cause the individual to rest in  the Lord. “There 
is a rest th a t rem aineth for the people of God.” 
T ry  the “ rest” cure.

The Fixity of Sin
We know  an old m an, now  nearly seventy- 

eight, who has spent a sinful life over the course 
of the years. He has constantly moved dow n­
w ard un til his character is now  fixed, and there 
seems to be no w ay to change it. He is old, 
feeble and recently suffered a paraly tic stroke 
th a t has p u t his right side out of commission. B ut 
in this aw ful condition, he m ust still have his 
pipe, and he u tte rs  b u t few sentences w ithout 
blasphem y. H is m ind is fearfully w arped, w ith 
no intelligent conception of religion or much th a t 
relates to it. H e knows nothing about the Bible, 
repentance, sin, hell o r heaven. He did say 
recently in  m y hearing, “If  I  am  to go on like 
this, I 'd  ra th er die and go to hell.” He seems 
to ra th er unw ittingly  know  his aw ful destina­
tion.

H ow  to reach this m an of years, th is m an 
with fixed hab its, th is m an of sinful life, this 
man alm ost in the grave, is a serious and diffi­

cult question? He is positively averse to w ant 
to  ta lk  about religion, and has his own little, 
w arped, self-conceived opinion, is unteachable, and 
positively im pervious to  reason or tru th . To 
look upon his sad condition is pitiable in  the 
extreme. H is character is fixed, he is joined to 
his idols, let him alone, this seems to be the only 
th ing to  do.

So men move to permanency of character for 
good or evil. There are no doubt, m any in this 
aw ful fix; they have v irtually  crossed the dead line 
and are as much dam ned as though they were 
alerady in eternity.

Christians Should Sit Up and Take Notice
T he following from  The Dearborn Independent 

is serious and startling: “N ever since Christianity 
was first struggling w ith the pagan faith  of Rome 
has it been so challenged as by bolshevism. N ever 
before in  the history of the world has a great 
governm ent controlling one-sixth of the land 
surface of the earth  proudly proclaimed itself 
atheistic. T oday Russia is actively attem pting  to 
stam p out religion. I t  is not only a negative 
b u t a positive attack . The bolsheviks would not 
only banish God from  the heavens, b u t usher 
in communism on the earth.

“ Children are m ade the focal point in the 
attack . M any have deserted the religious serv­
ices. S trict orders have been given th a t the
86,000 teachers in R ussia who are noncomm unists 
shall refrain from  supporting religion in  the 
schools. They fear even to  answer questions h on ­
estly. The bolsheviks teach th a t all ideas of 
God are superstitious m yths. They declare th a t 
religion is the ‘opiate’ of the people. The Com ­
m unist P arty  in Article 13 of its program  requires 
of all its members anti-religious w ork. The 
weekly magazine, W ithout God, has a  circulation 
of 200,000. A nother periodical, The A theist in 
the. Factory, circulates largely am ong the laboring 
masses. In  many of the local magazines there is 
a ‘w ithout God’ corner. In  April, 192S, was 
founded the Union of Atheists, a missionary 
organization which has fo r its purpose the w ean­
ing of C hristians from their faith. In  1926 its 
membership exceeded 114,000. The m ost effec­
tive w ork is carried on in the villages where there 
is an ‘econom ical’ approach. Active propaganda 
is carried on to convince the illiterate peasants 
th a t Christ never lived, th a t C hristianity has 
been holding them  in ‘bondage.’
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“In  th e  great dash  between w hat the bolsheviks 
claim is scientific tru th  versus ‘b lind’ belief, they 
are so confident of the victory  as to  affirm , ‘There 
is no living God, religion is self-delusion; the 
tru th  will finally emerge in the fires of com munis­
tic criticism.’ Persecution is rife, yet it is pos­
sible th a t bolsheviks in fighting religion have done 
the Church a greater service in a decade th an  the 
czar’s autocracy did in subsidizing it  fo r ten 
centuries. U nder persecution hypocrisy is laid 
bare. Sincere, devoted followers of the Christ 
are born .”

Subjects and Texts from the Thirteenth 
Chapter of First Corinthians

Eloquence N ot Enough (1 Cor. 13:1).
The Peril of Lacking Love (1 Cor. 13:2). 
Superior Ability, yet N othing (1 Cor. 13:2). 
T he Inestim able Value of Love (1 Cor. 13:3).

Love Suffereth Long—H ow  Long? (1 Cor. 
13:4).

T he Deceitfulness of E nvy  (1 Cor. 13 :4 ) .
T he U niversal Sin of P ride (1 Cor. 13:4).
The Circumspection of Love (1 Cor 13:5). 
Bearing Burdens w ithout Fretfulness (1 Cor. 

13:7).
T he Indestructib ility  of Love (1 Cor. 13:8). 
The Inestim able Graces (1 Cor. 13:13).
Love the G reatest Thing in the W ord (1 Cor. 

13:13).

Suggestive Civic Topics
Clean M an in a Clean City. 
E nforcem ent of Law  and  Order. 
E very  M an  in America an American. 
The Bible in the Public Schools. 
H onest Public Officials.
W hat Can a M en’s B rotherhood D o? 
Civic Righteousness.
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THE GREATEST PAULINE PRAYER
B y  C. E. C ornell  

T e x t : E ph. 3:14-21.
I . I n tr o d u c t io n

Only the spiritual can understand. The 
book of Ephesians rests upon a threefold 
foundation.
1. The will of the F ather as the origin of 

the Church.
2. T he atonem ent of the Son as the ground 

of our adoption.
3. L ife in th e  H oly Spirit .as the scope and 

end of the gospel.
T he prayer in the th ird  chapter presupposes 
repentance, justification, regeneration, and 
entire sanctification.

I I .  E xegetical
Verse 14— “This cause”— “knees bow ed,” 
“ whole fam ily.”
Verse 1 6 - J ‘G rant you ,”—“strengthened w ith 
m ight,”

Vessel too small and weak m ust be 
strengthened to  hold all th a t God desires 
to pour into it,

( 16)

A king gives like a king, a God works 
like a God.
“In ner m an,” inner life, the life th a t 

God sees.
Verse 17—'“ C hrist m ay dwell,” the aorist 

tense is used, meaning th a t He m ay take 
up  His lasting abode,.

Illu stra tio n : Ignatius when on tr ia l was asked 
by  the E m peror, “W hat is the m eaning of 
your nam e?” —  Theopolis —  (G od-bearer) 
—he prom ptly  replied, “He who has Christ 
in his b reast.”
Instructive to  note, “Christ dwells”— only 

in th e  v ita l center.
N ot in the tongue—which w ould only 

produce a m outh  religion.
— N o t in the hands—which would m ake 

a lifeless routine of works. B ut in the 
the “h ea rt” which rules the tongue 
and the hands.

— N o t in the brain  alone.
Verse 17—'“ R ooted,” “grounded.”

R ooted like a tree, grounded like a build ­
ing.

Established.
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Verse 18— “C om prehend,” “apprehend.” M ay 
fully catch, take in, fully seize, com pre­
hend this w onderful m ystery of God. An 
invigorated mind, to  do this.
“All saints,” “b read th ,” “ length,” 
“dep th ,” “height.” The figure of a build­
ing—m aybe the g reat temple of D iana. 

Length, 425.
Breadth , 220.
Supported  by 127 pillars, 600 ft. high. 

M ore like the tem ple a t Jerusalem . 
Verse 19—“ Filled w ith all the fulness of 

God.” Of all the g reat sayings this is 
the greatest.

“ There is no end to  the m erits of Christ, no 
bounds to  the mercy and love of God, 
no lim its to the im provability  of the 
hum an soul, so th a t there can be no 
bounds set to  the saving influence 
which God will dispense to  the heart 
of every believer.”

Verse 20—“Exceeding ab u nd an tly ”—super­
abundantly  above the greatest abun­
dance.

Verse 21—'“ In the church.”
Illustration'. Adam  Clarke on “b read th ,” “L ength” 

and  height.”
“ B ut w hat can the apostle m ean by the 

breadth, length, depth  and height, of the 
love of God?  Im agination  can scarce 
fram e any answer to  this question. I t  
takes in the eternity  of God. God is 
LO VE; and  in th a t an infinity  of 
b readth, length, depth , height, are lost in 
this im m en sity . I t  comprehends all th a t 
is above, all th a t is below, all th a t is 
past, and  all th a t is to  come. In  reference 
to hum an beings, the love of God, in its 
B R E A D T H , is a girdle th a t encompasses 
the globe; its L E N G T H  reaches from 
the eternal purpose of the mission of 
Christ, to the eternity  of blessedness 
which is to be spent in His ineffable 
g lories; its D E P T H  reaches to  the low ­
est fallen  of the sons of Adam, and to 
th e  deepest depravity  of the hum an 
h ea rt; its H E IG H T  to infinite dignities 
of the th rone of C hrist. He th a t over- 
com eth will I give to sit down w ith me 
upon my throne, as I have overcome and 
sat dow n with the F ather on His th ro n e ! 
T hus we see th a t the F ather, the Son 
and  all the true believers in Him, are to 
be seated on the sam e th ro n e ! This is the 
height of the love of God, and  the height 
to  which th a t love raises the souls that 
believe in- Christ Jesus.”

( 17)

SANCTIFICATION IS CONDITIONED  UPON CONSECRATION
B y  H . H . T ro m bu rg  

.T ex t: Rom. 12:1, 2. T h a t ye present . . , 
th a t ye m ay prove.

InTRODUCTioN: There is a c o m m o n  th irst in 
justified believers for holiness.

E x a m p l e : a. Rich young ruler, b. God is 
yet far more concerned; chosen before the world 
was, to  be holy and w ithout blam e in love.

I .  C a u s e s  for  S an c t if ic a t io n
a. God's L o v e ; sets powers in action.
b. M eriting Cause; the blood of Jesus,
c. Active Cause: the H oly Spirit.
d. A ppropriating Cause: faith , which is 

conditioned upon Consecration.
II . A M e e t in g  G r o u n d , f o r  G od a n d  M a n

a. In  justification; armistice, surrender, 
cease rebellion. Then faith  the p rom ­
ise sees.

b. Consecration is deeper; it has in it the 
element of co-operation, based upon a 
common interest. I t  is prom pted  by 
love. B ut in justification, surrender is 
prom pted by a sense of guilt.

I I I . G iv e  O ver B ody , L iv in g  S ac rifice , H oly  
H e gave His all. He expects y o u r all.

THE TONGUE
B y C. E . C ornell 

Jam es’ A rraignm ent of the Tongue (Jas. 
3 :5 -9 ).

The Tongue is a little member.
The Tongue is a fire.
The Tongue is a w orld o f in iquity.
The Tongue d e fle th  the whole body.
The Tongue sette th  on fire the course of 

nature.
The Tongue is set on. fire .o f hell.
The Tongue is cm unruly evil.
The Tongue is fu ll o f deadly poison.
The Tongue can no m an tame.
Only the grace of the L ord  Jesus .Christ can 

tam e the tongue.

GOD’S CALL TO HOLINESS
B y  J .  W . B o s t .

T e x t : “For God hath not called us unto  u n ­
cleanness, but unto  holiness” (1 Thess. 4 :7 ).

I. T h e  C all  to H o l in e ss  (1 Thess. 4 :7 ; Lev. 
20:24).
His People called Holy (Isa . 62:12).

II . G od C o m m a n d s  to B e  H oly  (Lev. 11:44;
Ex. 19:5-6; Lev. 20:26; 1 P eter 1:15, 16).

I I I . G od Sepa rating  H is  P eople  fr o m  O th er  
P eople  (Lev. 20:24; Ex. 33:16; D eut. 7 :6 ; 
14:2; 26:18, 19; 1 Kings 8 :52; I  Peter 
2:5-<>; Rom . 12:1, 2).
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IV. T h e  F in a l  E n d  of A ll W h o  O b e y  G od’s 
Call ( E x . 19:5; Isa. 61:6, H eb. 3 :6 ; E ph . 
2:21; Rev. 20:6).

V. T h e  D e st ru c t io n  op T h o se  W lio  D iso bey  
(1 Cor. 3 :17).

A  BIBLE READING ON THE HOLY 
SPIRIT

B y  P . W is e m a n
Pneum atology is the doctrine of the Holy 

Spirit in relation to His person and deity. The 
personality of the H oly Spirit is seen in  the per­
sonal pronoun, His personal acts, and His per­
sonal qualities.

P ersonal  P r o n o u n
“A person is th a t which, when speaking, says

I, when spoken to  is called thou: and when 
spoken of, is called his or him ” (F a rr) , and when 
“ I will p ray  the Father, and  he shall give you 
ano ther Com forter, th a t he may abMe with you 
forever; even the Spirit of tru th ; whom  the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
know eth H im ” (John  14:16, 17). “He shall 
testify  of m e” (Joh n  15:26. See also Jo h n  16: 
7:14).

The Greek word is Paraclete, “one called to  the 
side” as a  helper.

P ersonal  A cts
He searcheth: The Spirit searcheth all things, 

yea, the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2 :10).
H e speaks and appoints. “The H oly Ghost 

said, Separate me B arnabas and Saul for the 
w ork whereunto I have called them ” (Acts 13:2. 
See Acts 21:11).

H e intercedes: “The Spirit itself m aketh in ­
tercession for us w ith groanings which cannot 
be u ttered. . . .  He m aketh  intercession for 
the saints according to  the will of G od” (Rom . 
8:26, 27).

He testifies: “B ut when th e  C om forter is 
come, whom  I will send unto  you from  the 
F ather, he shall testify  of m e” (Jo h n  15:26).

He guides: “Now  when they had gone 
throughout Phrygia and  the region of Galatia, 
and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to  preach 
the word in Asia” (Acts 16:6). “He will guide 
y ou  into all tru th ” (Jo h n  16:13).

H e teaches: “He shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to  your remembrance, w ha t­
soever I have said un to  you” (Jo h n  14:26).

He. commune.j:  “ The grace of our L ord  Jesus 
Christ, and th e  Ipve of God, a n d  th e  com m un­

(1*)

ion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. A m en.” 
(2 Cor. 13:14)!

He w orks miracles: “And when they were 
come up out of the w ater, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught aw ay Philip, th a t the eunuch saw him 
no m ore: and  he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 
8 :39). “H ow  God anointed  Jesus of Nazareth 
w ith the H oly Ghost and w ith p o w e r: who went 
about doing good, and healing all th a t were op­
pressed of the devil: for God was with h im ” 
(Acts 10:38).

He sends forth: “They, being sent fo rth  by 
the H oly G host” (Acts 13:4).

He convinces: “And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, and  of righteousness, 
and of judgm ent” (Jo h n  16:8).

He effects a change in the soul through  
grace: “N ot by works of righteousness which 
we have done, bu t according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the H oly G host” (T itus 3 :3 ). 
“Ye are washed, bu t ye are sanctified, bu t ye 
are justified in the nam e of the L ord  Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6 :11).

He inspires: “But holy men of God spake as 
they were m oved by the Holy G host” (2 Pet. 
1 :'21) .

P erso n al  Q u a l it ie s
H is w isdom: “T ha t the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the F ather of glory, m ay give unto  you 
the spirit of wisdom and  revelation in the 
knowledge of h im ” (Eph. 1:17).

H is goodness: “Teach me to do th y  will: for 
thou a r t my God: thy  spirit is good; lead me 
into the land of uprightness” (Psa. 143:10).

His love: “Now I beseech you, brethren , for 
the L ord  Jesus C hrist’s sake, and for the love 
of the Spirit, th a t ye strive together w ith me in 
your prayers to  God for me.” ,

His will: “B ut all these w orketh  th a t one and 
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to  every m an sev­
erally as he w'ill” (1 Cor. 12:11).

His knowledge: “ B ut God hath  revealed them  
unto  us by his S p ir it : fo r the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. For w hat man 
know eth the things of a m an, save the spirit of 
m an which is in him ? Even so the things of God 
know eth no m an, b u t the Spirit of God. Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
bu t the spirit which is of G o d ; th a t we might 
know the things th a t are freely given to us of 
God. Wjhich things also we speak, not in the 
words which m an's wisdom teacheth, but which
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the H oly Ghost teacheth ; com paring spiritual 
things w ith  spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:10-13). “F or to  
one is given by the Spirit the w ord of w isdom ; to 
ano ther the w ord of knowledge by the same 
S pirit” (1 Cor. 12:8).

H is grief: “And the L ord  said, M y  spirit shall 
not alw ays strive with m an, fo r th a t he also is 
flesh: yet his days shall be an  hundred and 
tw enty  years” (Gen. 6 :3 ). “A nd grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redem ption” (E ph. 4 :3 0 ). “Of how 
much sorer punishm ent, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought w orthy, who h ath  trodden  under 
foot the Son of God, and  h a th  counted the blood 
of th e  covenant, w herew ith he was sanctified, an 
unholy th ing, and h ath  done despite unto the 
Spirit of g race?” (H eb. 10:29).

He m ay be lied unto'. “B ut P eter said, A na­
nias, w hy h ath  S atan  filled thine heart to  lie 
to  the H oly Ghost, and  to keep back p a rt of the 
price of the la n d ?” (Acts 5 :3 ).

H e m ay be blasphemed: “W herefore I  say 
unto  you, All m anner of sin an d  blasphem y shall 
be forgiven unto men: B ut the blasphemy 
against the H oly Ghost shall not be forgiven unto  
m en” (M a tt. 12:31).
T h e  D e it y  of t h e  B lessed  S p ir it  M a y  B e

P roved f r o m  H is A t t r ib u t e s , H is  P lace in  
t h e  T r in it y , a n d  H is  N a m e s  

H is  A t t r ib u t e s
He is called Lord: “N ow  the L ord  is th a t 

S pirit: and  where th e  Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is libe rty ” (2 Cor. 3 :17).

He is eternal: “H ow  much m ore shall the 
blood of C hrist, who th rough  the eternal Spirit 
offered himself w ithout spot to  God, purge your 
conscience from  dead works to  serve the living 
G od?” (H eb. 9 :14).

He is omnipresent: “W hither shall I go from  
thy spirit ? or w hither shall I  flee from  th y  pres­
ence” (Psa. 139:7).

H e is omniscient: “ B ut God h ath  revealed them  
unto  us by his Spirit: fo r the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of G od” (1 Cor. 2: 
10).

He Is O m nipotent: “Now there are diversi­
ties of gifts, b u t the same Spirit. And there are 
diversities of operation, b u t it is the same God 
which w orketh  all in all” (See 1 Cor. 12:4-11).

E q u a l  i n  t h e  T r in it y  W i t h  t h e  F ath er  
A nd  t h e  S on

The apostolic commission: “Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them  in the

( 19)

nam e of the Father, and of the Son, and  of the 
H oly  G host” (three) (M a tt. 28:19).

The apostolic benediction: “T he grace of the 
Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
com m union of the Holy Ghost, be w ith you all” 
(2 Cor. 13:14).

The adm inistration o f the church: “Now there 
are diversities of gifts, b u t the same spirit. And 
there are differences of adm inistrations, b u t the 
same Lord. And there are diversities of opera­
tions, bu t it is the same God which worketh all 
in all” (1 Cor. 12:4-6).

The Being w hom  we worship: “W hy hath  
Satan  filled thine heart to  lie to  the Holy Ghost? 
. . . thou has not lied unto men, bu t unto God 
. . . ye have agreed together to  tem pt the 
Spirit of the L ord ” (Acts 5:3, 4, 9 ).

The Person by w hom  w e have access unto  the 
Father through Christ (E ph. 2 :18).

The adm inistrator in the God-head: “Elect ac­
cording to  the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
th rough sanctification of the Spirit, unto  obe­
dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto  you, and peace, be m ultiplied” (1 
P eter 1 :2 ).

One of the great Three: “There are three th a t 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the W ord, and 
the Holy G host: and these three are one” (1 
Jo h n  5 :7 ).

H is  N a m e s
The Spirit: “Thou sendest fo rth  th y  spirit, 

they are created: and  thou renewest the face 
of the ea rth ” (Psa. 104:30. See Jo h n  3 :6 -8 ; 1 
Cor. 2 :10).

The Spirit o f God: “Know ye not th a t ye are 
the temple of God, and th a t the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in y o u ? ” (1 Cor. 3 :16).

The Spirit o f Jehovah: “And the spirit of the 
L ord  shall rest upon him ” (Isa. 11:2).

The H oly Spirit, “H ow  much more shall your 
heavenly F ather give the Holy Spirit to  them  
th a t ask h im ?” (Luke 11:13).

The Spirit o f Burning and Spirit o f Judgm ent: 
“WJhen the L ord  shall have washed aw ay the filth 
of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged 
the blood of Jerusalem  from  the m idst thereof 
by the spirit of judgm ent, and  by the spirit of 
burning” (Isa. 4 :4 ).

The Spirit o f Holiness: “And declared to  be 
the Son of God w ith power, according to  the 
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead” (R om . 1 :4).

The Spirit o f Promise: “And being assembled 
together w ith them , com m anded them  th a t they
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should not depart from  Jerusalem , b u t w ait for 
the promise of the F ather, which, saith  he, ye 
have heard of m e'’ (Acts 1 :4).

The Spirit o f T r u th : “ Even the Spirit of 
tru th ; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him  not, neither know eth him : b u t ye 
know h im ; for he dwelleth w ith you, and shall 
be in you” (Jo h n  14:17).

The Spirit o f L ife: “F or the law of the Spirit 
of life in  Christ Jesus h ath  m ade me free from  
the law' of sin and  death” (Rom . 8 :2 ).

The Spirit o f Grace and Supplication: (Heb. 
12: 10).

The Spirit o f L ib erty: “Now the L ord  is th a t 
Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” (2 Cor. 3 :17).

The Spirit o f Glory: “ If ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye; for th e  spirit 
of glory an d  of God resteth upon you: on their 
p art he is evil spoken of, but on your p art he is 
glorified” (1 Pet. 4 :14).

T he Spirit o f Unity: “ Endeavouring to keep 
the unity  of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(E ph. 4 :3 ).

The Spirit o f K nowledge, W isdom , of Fear, of 
Counsel: “And the spirit of the L ord  shall rest 
upon him , the spirit of wisdom and  understand­
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the L ord” (Isa. 
11: 2).

SERM ON SEED
B y  T. M . A nderso n

“We m ust all appear before the judgm ent seat 
of C hrist” (2 Cor. 5 :10).

1. The judgm ent cannot be escaped by any.
We m ust all appear a t judgm ent. There shall

be no exceptions; God is no respecter of persons, 
b oth  saint and sinner shall be there. B ut the 
saint will not be there w ith  the same outlook as 
the sinner. One faces life, while the o ther is 
sentenced to  death.

2. The purpose o f the judgm ent.
“T ha t every one m ay receive the things done 

in his body, according to th a t he hath  done, 
w hether it be good or bad .”

In  the body refers to  the life we have lived 
in th is world. Here we have m ade destiny and 
fixed our place in heaven or hell.

a. T he righteous shall surely be rew arded for 
his deeds. He shall be paid in full for all suf­
fered for righteousness’ sake. God shall no t fo r­
get to  give justice to  His saints.

b. T he sinner shall surely be rew arded for 
his deeds. H e shall answer for his life of sin. 
Every  w ord, thought and deed shall be re­
w arded. The evil which was so pleasant will 
in th a t day be revealed in all its horror. The 
hab its of the body shall be shown in judgm ent. 
All relations of business and  of a social natu re  
shall be revealed in th a t day. “According to 
th a t he h a th  done,” he shall be judged. No m an 
need th ink  he can sin all his life and  then escape 
in the end the punishm ent due him . E very  w ave 
of his unholy influence shall ap p ear to  greet his 
horrified soul in  th a t day.

3. Our a ttitude tow ard the judgm ent.
“We labour, th a t w hether present or absent, 

we may be accepted of h im ” (v. 9 ) . L et every 
saint m ake this his slogan. I f  we die before 
th a t day, or be alive to  greet the Judge, let us 
labor to  be accepted. S trive to  keep a life a t 
judgm ent day level. Live before all as those 
who shall m eet a just God.

4. To be accepted of him in th a t day we m ust 
kelp others.

“K now ing therefore the te rro r of the Lord, 
we persuade m en” (v. 11). The very te rro r of 
th a t day should move us to  help save every sin­
ner by constant persuasion and  warnings.

T h a t should cause us to  be peacemakers, and 
do all we can to  persuade factions in the church 
to be a t peace. In  everything we can find som e­
thing to  persuade m en no t to  do, because of the 
te rro r of the Lord.

5. W e are to  w alk by fa ith  in  view  o f tha t 
day.

“We walk by faith , and  not by sight” (v. 7). 
If  men could see the judgm ent of God they 
would evidently live differently; b u t th a t day is 
seen by faith , and not by sight of eye. To lose 
faith  is to  lose sight of th a t day. I f  we believe 
th a t day shall try  every m an’s works, then let 
us live by  th a t belief in the judgm ent. N oah 
and his family were the only ones w ho saw the 
judgm ent of the Lord, and moved by fear they 
prepared a w ay to  pass it. By fa ith  we m ust 
prepare to  m eet it. T hus we w alk by faith .

6. W e m ust possess the earnest o f the Spirit 
i f  we w ould  m eet tha t day w itho u t fear  (see 
verse 5 ).

Pau l looked upon th a t day  w ith all it should 
involve w ith perfect calmness because he had  
been assured by the earnest of the Spirit th a t he 
should be clothed upon w ith  im m ortality . I t  
holds no te rro r for those who have the earnest of 
the Spirit of life in Christ.
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SOME PREACH ED SERM ONS ON 
HOLINESS

B y  B a sil  W . M iller  
The Highway of Holiness

T e x t : A nd  an highway shall be there, and a 
w ay, and it shall be called The w ay o f holiness 
(I sa . 35:8).

I n t r o d u c t io n : G reat texts in the Bible: F or 
the sinner, “T hough you r sins be as scarlet . . . 
they shall be as w hite as snow ” (Isa. 1 :18). For 
all the race of m ankind, “ God so loved the world 
. . . ” (Tno. 3 :16). For the dying sain t, “I  go to 
prepare a place for you . . . and  I  will come 
again .” F or the unsanctified, “A nd a highway 
shall be there, and a w ay.” This text stands 
am ong the greatest of the W ord. F or every soul 
who w alks in The W ay, as Jesus declared H e was. 
This is:

I . A H u m a n  W ay
I t  is no t a w ay for angels, no r those of Adamic 

perfection, b u t a w ay wherein hum an beings, tried  
and  tested  as we are can w alk. I t  is a way for 
the clerk, the m an of the shop, or the farm , the 
school or the place of business. Ezekiel and  E li­
jah, A braham  and John , in their trials and b a t­
tles, trod  th is holy way. We can be m ade holy 
in th is life, and  can live holy h e re ; for th is is a 
hum an w ay. Holiness not a way afte r death, nor 
fo r dying, b u t a way for living.

I I . A W a y  for  T h o s e  M ade  F ree
The old L atin  and the Germ an text of M artin  

L uther bring out th e  fact th a t those m ade free 
shall w alk there, w here our version says the re­
deemed shall w alk there (35 :10). Yes, the free 
are found thereon. Holiness is a way of freedom. 
The chains of sins are broken, hab its once binding 
are now destroyed, and  the soul is free. I t  is 
freedom  from  carnality . The only free ones in 
this life are the sanctified. God is the A uthor of 
this divine freedom . To be redeemed means to  
be m ade free from  the curse, the bondage of sin. 
This holiness does.

I I I .  A  W a y  t h a t  A dds W in g s  to t h e  S o u l
B ut there is a glory side. To the soul down in

the valleys of despair, holiness brings divine wings 
to soar above the fogs of doubt and discourage­
ment. Holiness blesses the soul. I t  brings divine 
joy, holy consolation. I t  elates and fills the soul 
w ith the riches of God. I t  completely satisfies. 
T he soul needs wings to  rise above life’s ills, and 
tem ptations and  battles— to rise to  the sunlit 
heights of grace. This holiness brings.

C o n c l u s io n : Are you walking on this high­
way of holiness? H ave you found holiness suf­
ficient for your hum an, ordinary  life? H as holi­
ness m ade you free from  sin and its bondage? 
Has holiness added the wings of the Spirit to 
your soul so you can soar into divine heights?

The Throne W ay of Holiness
T e x t :  A nd  a highw ay shall be there, and a 

w ay, and it shall be called The w ay o f holiness” 
(Isa. 35 :8).

I n t r o d u c t io n : P icture royal roads, roads of 
trium phan t en try  into cities of the past, Rom e 
and  Greece, the road through which Christ en­
tered in trium ph in to  Jerusalem . Roads of the 
desert, and wilderness, garden roads and m oun­
tain  roads in all their grandeur and sublim ity. 
B ut this Throne W ay  far surpasses in  w onder and 
sublim ity any road of the centuries. I t  is the 
highway of the universe leading from  the mires 
of sin to  the throne of heaven. I t  is:

I. A H oly  W ay
I t  is called “ the w ay of holiness.” None ever 

trod  it except those who are holy. God is holy; 
Christ is holy; the Spirit to  indwell us is holy; 
and  to please God, to be acceptable to  Christ, 
and to be the temple of the Holy Spirit, we too 
m ust be holy. We are to  be holy in m ind, holy 
in am bitions, holy in  thoughts, holy in desires, 
holy in appetites, holy in conversation and  holy 
in our entire life.

I I . C h r i s t ’s W a y
The ransomed o f the L ord  shall be found there­

on, for Christ, our R ansom  and our Redeemer, 
has trod  the way before. I f  for no o ther reason 
th an  this, th a t Christ was holy, we should be holy. 
W herever one finds Jesus, He says, “None of you 
accuseth me of sin.” His life was holy in every 
detail. H is am bitions were holy in th a t he aimed 
to  do the will of the Father. Let us then w alk 
in C hrist’s holy w ay. If  we would have fellow­
ship w ith H im , it will be found only on the 
Throne W ay o f Holiness.

I I I .  A T r iu m p h a n t  W a y
“They shall come w ith  singing” for they have 

trium phed  over every sin, and over every foe. 
T he holy man is a conqueror. He has defeated 
sin. He has m astered his own life. He has 
b rought every thought into subjection to  Jesus 
C hrist. H e sings fo r he is ho ly ; he rejoices for 
he has trium phed over sin.
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IV. T h e  W a y  to H eaven  
No other way leads to  the heavenly city but 

this holy way. Angels have trod  it. Seraphim 
glow on it with their glory. P atriarchs and 
prophets trekked from  earth  to  heaven thereon. 
T he redeemed of all tim e go up to the Holy City 
on this highway of holiness. I t  is the redeemed 
w ay to  the City of Redemption. I t is a caroling 
way to the throne of God.

C o n c l u s io n : Life’s grandest way is this Throne 
W ay of Holiness. The saints have trod  it. I t  is 
stained w ith the blood of the Redeemer. I t  is 
crowned with glory, and its prospect—leading to 
the City of God—is the grandest of the ages. M y 
friend, are you on the highway ?
PITTSBURGH, PA.

ILLUSTRATIVE M ATERIAL
Compiled by  J . G l e n n  G o uld  

Broken Cisterns
The m other of Hum e, the philosopher, was 

once a professor of Christianity. Dazzled by the 
genius of her son, she followed him into the mazes 
of skepticism. Y ears passed, and she drew near 
the gates of death. From  her dying bed she 
w rote to him the following: “M y dear son, my 
health has failed me. I am  in deep decline. I 
cannot live long. I am left w ithou t hope or con­
solation, and my mind is sinking into a state of 
despair. I  pray you hasten home to console me, 
or, a t least, w rite to  me the consolations th a t 
philosophy affords a t the dying hour.” Hum e was 
deeply distressed a t his m other’s letter. His phi­
losophy was a “broken cistern” in which was no 
w ater of comfort.— Doran’s M inister’s M anual.
Harden not Your Hearts

Are you fam iliar w ith the story of a Scotsman 
who played a role in the developm ent of the 
S tate of California? His nam e was Jam es W. 
M arshall. He had knocked about the world, 
seeking a living, and came to  California, and 
found em ploym ent in a sawmill in the Sacra­
mento Valley. There in the year 1848, while 
w atching the mill-race, he saw something shining 
in the sand and  reached down and picked up sev­
eral nuggets. He and his employer used the sul­
phuric acid test and convinced themselves th a t it 
was gold. The news of the discovery flew over 
the land, and in 1840 occurred the rush to the 
gold fields. For several years m any millions in 
gold were mined in th a t valley, and  fortunes 
made. M arshall w'orked w ith  the rest, and occa­

sionally struck  rich finds, b u t he never held onto 
his w ealth for long. A fter some years he was 
discovered in poverty , and a small g rant was 
m ade to him  by several successive sessions of the 
legislature. B ut one day in the eighties a party  
entered w hat appeared a deserted cabin not far 
from  the spot where the gold had first been seen, 
and  found his dead body. A m onum ent—a big 
bronze effigy—was p u t up to  his m em ory—the 
memory of one who discovered th a t which made 
m any w ealthy and  himself died in abject penury. 
And such men are in every congregation, fam iliar 
from  childhood w ith the spiritual treasures of the 
gospel, accustom ed to seeing others in possession 
of them, sometimes seeming to  own themselves, 
but living and dying Christless.— D r . H e n r y  
S lo ane  C o f f in .
Spiritual Deafness

There is a form  of deafness know n to physi­
cians in which the person affected is able to  hear 
everything except words. In such a case the ear. 
as an appara tus for mere hearing, m ay be so p er­
fect th a t the tick of a w atch or the song of a bird 
is readily appreciated, but owing to  a local in jury  
deeper th an  the ear, for it is in the brain  itself, 
all spoken words of his m other tongue are as u n ­
intelligible to  the sufferer as those of a foreign 
language. Give him a book, and he m ay read as 
understandingly as ever, bu t every w ord  a d ­
dressed to  him through his ear reaches his con­
sciousness only as a sound, not as a w ord. There 
is a moral deafness which corresponds to  this 
physical infirm ity, but which, instead of being 
rare, is as com mon as it is harm ful and disabling. 
To all men there is given an inner ear, which has 
been fashioned to  hear wisdom ’s words, b u t th a t 
ear often seems so dull of hearing th a t there a p ­
pears no sign of response to  her utterances. Now 
it was just such an unreceptive state of soul and 
of feeling in the people which we are told led 
Jesus to  speak to them  in parables.—P r o f e s s o r  

W. H. T h o m s o n .
Far-seeing Faith

There is a vision in faith  which can see far be­
yond the most d istan t horizon, and is able to  a t ­
ta in  its objective however long a period of time 
may be required. I t is very much like the new 
12-inch disappearing guns which were recently 
tried  out a t Sandy H ook. A new spaper corre­
spondent went to  witness some of the tests of 
these trem endous rifles. “Standing with the com ­
m anding officer on a half-m oon circle of cement,
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30 feet thick, his gaze swept the A tlantic. Jus t 
behind him, sunk down, was a vast piece of m a­
chinery know n as a 12-inch disappearing gun. 
Y ou know the kind. I t  rises m ajestically on 
steel grass-hopper legs, belches out a cloud of 
black smoke as big as a K ansas cyclone, and then 
settles back into its cement nest. Cost, 5120,000.

“The coast artillery  officer was giving him a 
lesson in big gun arithm etic. He gave some fig­
ures and concluded, ‘The answer in feet tells you 
how far your target is below the horizon.’ 

“ ‘Below the horizon!’
" ‘W hy, yes. Our new guns carry  so far that 

we m ust fire a t them  over the curve O'f the ea rth .’ 
“ ‘B ut is th a t curve big enough for a battleship 

to  hide b eh in d?’ asked the correspondent.
“ ‘Well, cu r guns will th row  a one-ton shell 25 

miles. A ta rget a t 25 miles would be 16 feet be­
low the horizon. A battlesh ip’s crow ’s nest is 
135 above the surface. W hy, these battleships 
can’t see each o ther’s m asts a t a distance of 14 
miles. And yet, in a naval engagement, they 
m ust h it each o ther a t th a t distance, shooting 
over the shoulder of the earth. T h a t’s one reason 
why airplanes are indispensable in the n avy .’ ” 

W hat a trem endous force for destruction and 
death in such a g u n ! B ut for vision and  for 
pow er of execution, fa ith  in God will exceed it 
far and aw ay. “He endured as seeing him  who is 
invisible.”
Storm the Fort

A B aptist m issionary came home from  Ind ia 
just a t the tim e when the old gospel hym n, “H old 
the F o rt,” was at the height of its popularity . 
E veryw here he heard  it sung. The more he heard  
it the more he disliked it, until a t last he w ent 
into one of the missionary gatherings of his de­
nom ination and protested  against the use of the 
hym n. “ ‘H old the fo r t? ’ ” he cried indignantly. 
“ 'H old  the fo r t? ’ why, th a t is the devil’s busi­
ness. O ur business, as Christians, is to  storm  the 
fo rt.”—Doran’s M inisters Manual.

their tram cars by the Falls and a t a sanatorium  
near T oron to  the patients get their electric baths 
by the Falls. And in New Y ork state there is 
one gruesome place where the Falls also are at 
work. They electrocute their criminals by the 
power th a t comes from Niagara Falls.

W hen I went to the Falls again I saw the phi­
losophy of it all. Lake O ntario is 169 feet below 
Lake Erie, and if you were to lift up O ntario to  
the level of Erie, you would have no Falls and no 
power.

“T arry  a t Jerusalem  until ye be endued with 
pow er from on high.” T ha t is w hat we need—to 
get down, to  get under, to  humble ourselves be­
fore God, th a t the pow er from  on high m ay come 
upon us. It is som ething to have pow er from  be­
hind, such as a church w ith prestige and a his­
to ry  ; som ething to have power from  before, such 
as the thrill and hope of coming achievem ent; 
som ething to have pow er round  about us, such 
as organization and culture and w ealth ; bu t, 
somehow, the power behind and  in front and 
round about us is all power on the level. W hat 
we need is the power from  on high, the pow er 
borne along from  the great dynam o of God.

Along those lines comes the power which gives 
light to the benighted. Along those lines comes 
the power th a t gives w arm th, and  sym pathy and 
companionship. Along those lines comes the 
pow er fo r locomotion—the power to  go about 
doing good. Along those lines comes pulsing 
health, quickening us spiritually , a tonic, a re­
freshm ent. And along those lines comes also 
death . For, I  remember, as I  tu rn  from  th a t 
gruesome place where the pow er of N iagara Falls 
is used to  rid  the state of its criminals, th a t the 
power from  on high can execute my sinful self; 
my selfishness, my carnality, everything th a t is 
displeasing to God can be p u t in the chair of 
judgm ent and the power can be tu rned  on and 
they are gone, and I am  free from  the body of 
th is death.— D r . A. C. D ix o n .

Y e Shall Receive Power Complete Surrender
I stood some time ago beside N iagara Falls, Ju s t out of reach of my window stretches a

and looking down by the bank of the river I saw  wire which carries a heavy current of electricity
a great house which I was told was the pow er for light and  power. If  I could lean far enough
house. In  th a t house was a great dynam o, an d  ou t to  touch it, death w ould be swift as the
from  these w ent wires to  Buffalo and  New Y ork. lightning’s stroke. Yet the doves light on it and
They light T oron to  by N iagara Falls, heat it by  take no harm . The secret is th a t, when they
the Falls, cook their dinners by the Falls, run  touch the full powered wire, they touch nothing

(23)
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else, and  so are safe. M y danger would be that, 
while I touched the wire, I  should also be touch­
ing the earth  through the walls of my house and 
the current would tu rn  my body into a channel 
for escape. So would God have us seek our safety 
in  complete surrender to  His pow er and love. I t  
is when we reach one hand  to H im , while we yet 
keep fast hold of some forbidden thing w ith  the 
o ther th a t we are in danger.— Christian Endeavor  
World.
The Atrophy of a Soul

One of the most puzzling, as well as saddest, 
problem s to m any earnest Christians is the spec­
tacle of men living w ithout God in the world and 
apparen tly  content so to  live. Persons to  whom  
God is the reality  of all realities, who cultivate a 
sense of His presence and delight to  commune 
w ith H im  in private and public devotions, finding 
relief in every exigency of life in casting their 
burdens on the Lord, cannot understand the prac­
tically pagan lives which so m any of th e ir fellow- 
men are living.

B ut afte r all, this progressive paralysis of a 
m an’s nature on its G odw ard side is not so great 
a  m ystery. I t takes place under a law  with 
whose workings we are fam iliar. The law  is th a t 
the disuse of any  faculty  of the soul or function 
of the body is followed by its gradual decay. 
Muscles th a t are not b rought into exercise shrivel. 
An arm  th a t does not w ork will presently be u n ­
able to do so. A m an who would refuse to  leave 
his chair or bed would find afte r a while th a t his 
limbs had lost their power. The hum an eye, if 
shu t up to  perpetual darkness, w ould fare no b e t­
ter than  the eye of the mole. So w ith our mental 
faculties. There is no way to preserve their a lert­
ness except by keeping them  in exercise. The 
poor thinking which has become chronic w ith  so 
m any of us is the penalty  on our refusal to  do 
good and h ard  thinking in the past. The very 
capacity for logical processes is dwindling and its 
vanishing point is alm ost in sight. The difference 
between people in the m atte r of memory is not 
by any means only one of original en d ow m ent; 
it is largely due to  difference in self-training. If 
we fail to  cultivate th is faculty, it will constantly 
become more im potent and  unreliable. N othing 
disappears more quickly th an  unused knowledge. 
And in th is same way it is a g reat m istake for 
anyone to  suppose th a t opportunity  of salvation

(24)

will be as good and hopeful after years of neglect 
of G od as it is today . G od’s mercy will be no 
less, indeed, and His grace will be as potent where 
it can find entrance and room  for w ork. B ut it 
is ju st the capacity on the hum an side to  receive 
H im  th a t becomes im paired, and  a t last a tro ­
phied. D rum m ond’s words carry  a penetrating  
adm onition, “The soul in its highest sense is the 
vast capacity for God. I t  is like a curious cham ­
ber added on to  being, and  somehow involving 
being, a cham ber w ith  elastic and  contractile 
w alls; which can be expanded w ith  God as its 
guest, inim itably, b u t which w ithout God shrinks 
and shrivels until every vestige of the divine is- 
gone, and G od’s image is left w ithou t G od’s 
Spirit. One cannot call w hat is left a soul; it  is 
a shrunken, useless organ, a capacity sentenced to  
death  by disuse, which droops as a w ithered  hand 
by the side, and  cum bers n a tu re  like a ro tted  
branch.” In  th is  view of the m atte r a new  and 
solemn meaning attaches to  the question, whose 
significance has perhaps been dulled to  us by  fre­
quent repetition, “H ow  shall we escape if we neg­
lect so g reat sa lv atio n ?”— The Lutheran Observer.

O M NIPRESENCE
We climb the steep and tho rny  hill of life 

’M id toil and  care,
B ut, striving upw ard  in the face of strife,

We m eet Christ there.

We w atch w ith awe and  dread the storm  clouds 
rise

In  headlong pace,
Then the glowing rainbow  of the skies,

We see H is face.

We cannot pierce the nightly  veil of gloom. 
N or understand,

Until the m orning w ith its roseate bloom 
Reveals H is hand.

The knowledge of H is nearness thrills the soul.
M akes life w orth  while,

U ntil a t  last we reach the heavenly goal,
Led by His smile.

“ His w orks declare H im ” ; e’en the hum blest 
flower 

Assurance gives 
T h a t our loving, gracious, ever-m indful, 

Redeemer lives.
—•Ne t t ie  R a m s e y .
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A PREAC H ER’S CONFESSION
I suppose th a t every preacher finds a good 

deal of fault w ith  himself. I t  seems th a t I  have 
had more occasion to  do so than  the most of my 
brethren , and  while I  regret the failures,- and 
am  trying to  do better, I  th ink  it  good to  con­
fess up a little. P erhaps others m ay be bene­
fited by my mistakes.

P erhaps m y most frequent and forem ost fault 
is th a t I have tried  to  preach before I  was 
ready. I  was not prepared. So far as being 
full of the subject is concerned, I have been 
bubbling over w ith it, and  still unprepared. I 
have been anxious to  get a t it, then  dead in 
earnest, full of fa ith  fo r the service, blessed in 
my h eart, b u t not prepared. H ow  shall I  de­
scribe m y condition? The times when I  have 
failed the w ay I  mean just now  were when I had 
seemingly everything a preacher should have in 
order to  succeed except the serm on subject in 
hand. T hey were the tim es when I  tried  to 
preach because a good thing had  burst upon me 
with such force th a t my soul leaped out to 
meet it, and  it blessed me so much th a t I  tried 
to  tell it before I  thought how, before I  knew 
how, before I  was prepared. I  shot the gun 
before the ball was ram m ed down in place and 
I had  taken  careful aim, consequently I  used a 
lot of pow der, aimed a t nowhere in p articu ­
lar, and hit nothing, or som ething I d idn’t mean 
to .

I suppose th a t each m an is different in his 
thinking, but I don’t know  th a t m any of us can 
carry along a t the same tim e a great num ber of 
studies unrelated  to  each other. For myself I 
am  m ostly a one track  th inker. I  get impressed 
with one th ing and have to leave the rest till I 
g raduate from  th a t course. And while I  am  in 
th a t course nothing else much is adm itted . 
I th ink  it would be correct to  say th a t I  fre­
quently  fail in preaching because I try  to  teach 
the course while I am  taking it. W hen I put 
the whole course to  “stew ” awhile until I  give it 
and myself an opportun ity  to  m ature, I  do 
better.

Perhaps the failures are not so great as though
I had  w aited until I  was sure of just w hat to  say 
and then tried  to say it w ithout enthusiasm 
and  earnestness. Preaching w ithout unction is 
an uphill job. Still I  th ink  th a t if a good tru th  
is in a m an’s soul, and is a p a r t  of him , some 
day it will spring up again and can be deliv­
ered better than  when the m an is first receiving 
it in to his soul and thinking. I  can safely say 
th a t my best efforts a t preaching have been born 
again tru ths.

One danger of unprepared preaching is the 
dwindle at the last end when the climax is 
reached. Failure of the appeal is serious. E n ­
thusiasm  alone does not always get seekers. A 
boy who sees a poster of the navy describing 
travel in  foreign lands m ay get full of en th u ­
siasm, but he had  better th ink  up a good appeal 
if he expects his fa ther to  let him  join the navy. 
I f  he goes hom e with nothing bu t enthusiasm  he 
will fail, b u t he m ay succeed if he takes time 
to th ink  w hat to  say and how  to  say it.

Surely I  have found th a t the subject of a 
sermon, and  the enthusiasm  it  brings is one 
thing, b u t p reparation  of the subject into sermon 
shape is quite another.

Signed, O n e  W h o  T r ie s .

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- +
DEPARTM ENT OF EXCHANGES !

AND SUGGESTIONS !
B y  B a sil  W . M iller  j

+ — ----------------------------------------„-------------------— *

The Religious Situation as Reflected in the 
Magazines

Fictionizing the Bible. A recent issue of the 
H om iletic R eview  carries an article on the above 
subject. I t  is a popular discussion of the m odern 
attem pt to  “bring Jesus dow n to  date .” One 
w riter refers to  the tendency as th a t of “playing 
hob w ith holy th ings,” which in reality  is true. 
One has b u t to  glance through a list of the more 
m odern lives of Jesus, such as th a t of Papini,
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Bruce B arton, or Ludwig to  realize th a t he is 
not reading about the sublime, ennobled Jesus of 
the Gospels, b u t about a fictionized hero, such as 
Ju p ite r or M ars of early m ythology. But the 
trend is fa r worse when it comes to some of the 
popular novels based upon the lives of the great 
men of the Bible, such as David, or others. The 
Giant Killer, by Davis, paints David as a man 
who was strong for the women, unscrupulous, 
and  a daring monarch. T hroughout such works 
as these one finds “ the cave-man stuff” popular­
ized in terms of Hollywood. For this type of 
w riting we have b u t to  say th a t it degrades the 
noble characters of Holy W rit to  the low level of 
some movie star, and in reality does play, as the 
w riter said, ‘‘hob with holy things.” One can 
find more exalted ideals of hum anity  portrayed  
in an hou r’s reading of the story  of some biblical 
character from  the Bible direct, than  he could by 
the reading of a hundred books of such m odern 
slush.

A Fifteen M illion Dollar Church Corporation. 
Old T rin ity  church, the fam ous Episcopal sanc­
tuary  of W all Street, New Y ork, is a tremendous 
business corporation. Its  holdings in real estate 
are valued a t more than  $15,000,000, besides it 
carries a cash holding of over a million dollars. 
I t  is interesting to note th a t during the form ation 
of the first congregation in 1696 the Governor of 
New York allowed members of the congregation 
to seize all dead and drifting whales on the A t­
lantic Coast. The whales were fried and the p ro ­
ceeds were used for the building fund. Through 
the years this church has existed in the heart of 
the wealthiest section of the world, W all Street, 
and  has gradually become a trem endous figure in 
the financial world, as reported  by The Wall 
Street Journal.

Russia’s A theistic University. The w orld has 
recently been greatly shocked by the announce­
m ent of the establishing of an anti-religious uni­
versity in Leningrad, Russia. I t  is nam ed after 
a fam ous Russian atheist, Stepanoff Skvortsoff. 
Three hundred students m atriculated  a t the 
opening, forty-seven of them  women. The school 
is dedicated to  the proposition th a t there is no 
God, no hell, no hereafter, no fu ture re tribution. 
Eagerly young men and  women arc still coming 
to its doors for training. The m ovement, it is 
reported through the Literary Digest, is rapidly 
spreading to other sections of Russia, and  similar

(26)

universities are being founded. The W estern 
C hristian  Advocate, a M ethodist publication, de­
nounces the m ovem ent w ith  much vigor. Russia 
as a governm ent has declared itself opposed to  all 
forms of religious bondage, as she says, and all 
types of organized Christian activities. She avows 
th a t she possesses absolute intellectual freedom. 
Yes, she does, bu t a t w hat a staggering price! To 
reach th a t place she m urdered afte r her revolu­
tion began over ten million of her finest citizens 
of her schools and churches. God will no t long 
prosper a nation thus dedicated to the destruction 
of His W ord and  to  the tearing dow n of churches 
founded upon His nam e. Russia beware, behind 
the shadows standeth  G o d !

Atheists Barred from  T estifying  at Court. In  
the recent trial a t C harlotte, N orth  Carolina, a 
witness was not perm itted  to  testify in behalf of 
her husband, who was charged w ith m urder. 
Judge Barnhill, presiding, said th a t the statutes 
of the state did not perm it one to  qualify as a 
witness who did not believe in divine punishm ent 
afte r death. The young wom an stated  th a t she 
did not believe in th e  existence of a supreme B e­
ing who w ould punish m an in the fu ture . I t  w»as 
a small m atter, but from  it considerable storm  
has arisen over the country. This is especially 
true among the m odernists. A reporter from  
A kron, Ohio, w ent to  Carolina and questioned the 
woman who wras not allowed to  testify , then 
came back to her home city and questioned the 
leading m inisters of the churches. She reached 
the conclusion and published it in the city news­
paper of which she was a reporter th a t the lead­
ing preachers of th a t city would not have been 
allowed to testify, because they too held the same 
beliefs concerning fu ture punishm ent th a t the 
woman did. The tragedy of the m atte r was th a t 
only one m inister of th a t city of approxim ately 
a half million population  dared  answer the scath­
ing charge of the reporter. N ot only is this the 
case in Akron, but sixty per cent of the ministers 
recently graduated  from  seminaries of the older 
denom inations could not testify, for m odernism  
has wrecked their faith  in fu tu re retribu tion . It 
is a high day when the churches of the land will 
thus bow their knees to  Baal. Am erican churches 
m ust aw ake to the m ighty need of a Spirit-sent 
revival, else they are doom ed. No w onder th a t 
the leading magazines are asking the question, 
Does the church need a coroner? T hey charge
60,000 American churches w ith  being dead, and
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ready for burial. T rue there m ust be som ething 
radically wrong when 10,000 churchcs of three 
leading denom inations did not report a single 
convert last year. An old darky  w ashw om an with 
God in her heart could have won more to  the 
M aster th an  these 10,000 preachers, 10,000 Sun­
day school superintendents, 10,000 young people’s 
leaders, a t least 70,000 teachers, and  a half million 
or m ore church m em bers! M y God, isn 't it trag ­
ical, th a t the Church of Christ has lost her 
power. No w onder such m ovements as the 
Church of the Nazarene have been ordained by 
God for the d ram a of the tw entieth  century.

Methods of Church Work
Spr i ng R ound-U ps, or R ally Days for the. 

Church. I t  is tim e now to begin to  plan for our 
spring round-up, or rally days in the church 
school, and  the o ther activities of the church. 
W in ter has been hard , and o ther excuses have 
been m ade, and the attendance is on the slump. 
Spring is the best tim e to  boost the attendance 
and interest. Dr. Raffety, Professor of Religious 
E ducation  a t Redlands U niversity , Redlands, C al­
ifornia, in a recent article gives some practical 
adm onitions for us preachers. H is article is en ­
titled  “O nw ard and  U pw ard on R ally D ay .” 
Briefly it is this: Set a tim e for the onw ard 
m ovem ent, then:

1. Set up objectives and line up th e  church.
2. S tir up the school’s officials and  tie up the 

teachers and  w orkers for the drive.
3. “ Git up and  g i t ;” don’t sit dow n and sit.
4. Go up the highways and byw ays of your 

d istrict and find the strangers and  those who do 
not a tten d  church and  compel them  to come to 
rally day (you m ay have to  bring th e m ).

5. Check up the old pupils and  call up the new 
prospects.

6. P u t up program s w orth  while for the chil­
dren.

7. Pep up the workers with a persistent and 
per\ ading purpose.

8. Clean up  the building and stock up on 
equipm ent.

9. Fetch up the finances and pay up the bills.
10. W ake up the com m unity and tag up the 

tow n.
11. Look up and pray  up for divine guidance.
12. Let up and “ shet” up never, until v ictory 

comes.
(27)

I  th ink  in this “peppy” m anner he has certainly 
stated  the m atter well. P oint three is good for 
us fellows who are prone to “sit.” “ Git up and 
g it” brings in more new people than  any other 
means. H erein we all fall short. One of Scot­
land’s great preachers said, “A hom e going m in­
ister makes a church going people.” We preach­
ers should plan our work sufficiently far in a d ­
vance to  be ready when the opportune time 
comes. If  we w ait until spring is on us, or fall 
comes, and then s tart our plans, the opportunity  
has passed by before we get into action. The 
w inter is the tim e to plan the spring and summer 
campaigns in the activities and organizations of 
the church. I once visited a fellow m inister in 
the w'estland who was continually saying, “Now, 
when I get my plans going.” One of the brethren 
told me for one year he had been talking about 
getting his “plans going.” Plan your program  
and then act on the plan.

Getting Young People into Church. D r. Beav- 
en, of the Rochester Theological Seminary, an ­
swers the question for a young m inister as to how 
to get the young people into the church. Boiled 
down the answer could be something like this (my 
own thought worked into i t ) :

1. Proceed on the basis th a t the young people 
can be won.

2. T ry  to  get opportunities where you can 
speak to  young people’s gatherings, the high 
school, clubs, etc. This will make m any friends 
for your work.

3. Show an interest in the activities of the 
young people in your com m unity. Be interested 
in them  and in their lives and they will be in­
terested in you.

4. In  your services have special young peo­
ple’s nights and program s. This can well be 
worked in connection w ith  the revivals, when all 
the young people will be invited to a ttend  the 
meeting, and when the evangelist will preach to 
the young folks. Then it is not amiss to devote 
a Sunday night to the young people, with a spe­
cial program  and serm on for and by them.

5. Use all your church young people to  make 
contacts w ith outside young people as much as 
possible. Each one will have from  one to a score 
of young friends who do not a ttend  your church, 
which will form  valuable contacts for you.

6. Give the young people an opportunity  to  
express their opinions as to the w ork of the
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church. Too often our churches are “ run for and 
by” the older people, who entirely lack the view­
point of the young folks.

7. Give the young people something to  do in 
the church. A w orking young person is an active 
person, and  a contented one. One of our largest 
churches makes it a policy to  elect a certain per­
centage of its board  members from am ong the 
young people. M ake it your policy. P u t the 
young people to  w ork to hold them , and  to  gain 
others.

That Desk o f Yours. Among us preachers, our 
desk should be our castle.

1. W e neglect it, in the first place. T he preach­
er who is never a t his desk, fails as a preacher, as 
an organizer, and as a “planner.” At your desk 
your sermons will be given shape. T hen there are 
detail m atters such as church records, attendance 
records, mailing lists to  be kept up to  date. H ap ­
hazard  desk w ork means a haphazard  mem bership 
record, mailing list, and details unattended  to.

2. W hat it should contain. I t  should be large 
enough to  hold books, and m ore books for ref­
erence and reading, etc., a typew riter, space for 
filing m aterial, sermons, etc., room for card filing 
systems, for membership, mailing list, Sunday 
school scholars, etc. And of course every preach­
er keeps a complete record of all the mem bership 
of the church organizations, a well selected m ail­
ing list, segregated into tw o or three groups, (1) 
members, (2) Sunday school scholars, (3) pros­
pective members, (4) close friends, (S) finally all 
who have attended  your church a t any  tim e, or 
prospective attendants. This gives a ready mailing 
list to  whom you can send your publicity directly.
I t  is far b etter than  scattering your publicity 
broadside into the “dark .” I t  will prove a bless­
ing to  your church if you will make it a custom 
to send letters, cards, revival publicity to  your 
selected list continually. This will keep them  in 
touch with your church and  let them  know  you 
still th ink  of them . They m ay not come to  serv­
ices very often, bu t persistence will win in the end.

3. Then we should use it. The church is not 
organized, and plans are not executed “w ith  our 
feet dangling from  a cloud.” The business exec­
utive is found a t his desk w orking, laying plans 
for his business. So also should the preacher be 
found here w orking for the interests of the king­
dom. Then your sermons will not take shape 
riding on the street car, or driving to  the hos­

(28)

p ital. They will have to be designed as an  arch ­
itect would make his blue prin ts for a building, 
and then built into  solid m aterial. Y our desk 
will be the place to  do this. This is the w orking 
side—th e  perspiration. God gives the inspiration 
on our knees, m editating, reading. Then it is up 
to  us to  finish the w ork. In  m y files a t present 
there are about fifty unpreached sermons, ou t­
lined and ready for use when the inspiration 
strikes. M any  tim es m y special day sermons, 
such as Thanksgiving, E aster, C hristm as, D ec­
oration, Independence day, L abor day, Armistice 
day, are outlined m onths, even a year, in advance, 
and  in  m y files a t my desk. M y desk habits of 
w ork m ade this possible.

T hat Telephone Brigade. O ur publicity  p ro ­
gram  in the average church is sadly neglected. 
We should use all available means of reaching the 
public w ith  our news, advertising literature, etc. 
One m ost excellent m ethod has been neglected, 
and  th a t is the telephone. Some churches have 
so organized their people th a t w ith in  an hour any 
im p o rtan t announcem ent can be given to  the en­
tire  congregation and friends. The p lan  works 
som ething like this: (1) A ppoint some com ­
m ander to  have charge of the w'ork. This should 
be someone w ho is interested and  active in  the 
w ork of the church and  the best m em ber one has. 
T he surest m ethod to  kill this type of w ork is to  
p u t someone in who is no t dependable. (2) Se­
cure all the nam es of your people w ith  telephones, 
or those who can use the phones of neighbors.
(3) F ind out how  m any of your m em bers or 
friends will be willing to use their phones for the 
church. This is im portan t. (4) Give from  5 to  
10 nam es and  phone num bers to  this group to  
whom  they are responsible to  phone the an ­
nouncem ent or the invitation . Say one has 100 
different phone calls to  be made, then  ten  persons 
phoning only ten different people w ould carry  the 
announcem ent to  approxim ately 500 people. (5) 
F inally let the com m ander w ork w ith those under 
him in special revivals, or a t any tim e when an ­
nouncem ents are to  be made. A t a certain  tim e 
the com m ander can phone the announcem ent to 
the 10 or 20 under him, and these in tu rn  can 
phone the news to their names, or the phone 
num bers on their list. This can be w orked out 
w ith such precision th a t a thousand  o r tw o people 
can be invited  to  church in an hour or so. I t  is 
w orth  try ing  even in your small church, b ro ther 
m inister.
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Roadside Sign P ublicity. A m ost unusual ap ­
plication of the roadside sign p lan  has been 
w orked out by a pasto r a t M oberly, M o , Rev. 
H. T . Davis. In to  his tow n a state highw ay 
leads. A t a strategic bend in the road he has 
placed a sign four and  a half by tw enty-tw o  feet 
— large enough to a ttra c t a ttention . On this in 
four colors he has painted the following sign:

DETOUR
TO

Nazarene Church 
516 Hagood 

Highway of Holiness 
All weather road for time and eternity 

H. T. Davis, Pastor.

U nderneath  the sign is room  for a large sign 
which shall carry  seasonal advertisem ents, such 
as revivals, special rally  day exercises, or even 
special sermons. These roadside signs are being 
used by a num ber of our men to  good advantage. 
B ut this to  our knowledge is the largest of them 
all. D enver used to have signs carrying the name 
and  address of the church, and “W elcome” on it, 
which were placed upon all the highways leading 
into the city. O ur message is w orth  hearing, and 
we m ust get the news to  the people if we would 
reach them .

Direct M ailing Publicity. Big business is find­
ing th a t there are tw o m ost advantageous types 
of publicity these days. The first is the news­
papers. T hey reach more people a t  a cheaper 
person-rate th an  any o ther type. This can be 
applied to  our churches thus: W hat money we 
have to spend in advertising 75 per cent of it 
should be spent in the newspapers. Then if we 
buy space for our ads, the papers will give us 
w rite-ups w orth  m any tim es m ore than  the ads 
cost. The second m ethod is th a t of direct mail­
ing. This means in term s of the church th a t we 
have a mailing list, well selected, and one th a t is 
know n by the pasto r or the people, and th a t our 
publicity  be mailed directly to  these. In  th is way 
tw o thousand  cards mailed out directly reach the 
class of people w hom  you desire to  reach. I t  is 
b e tte r th an  handing out three times th a t num ber 
of cards, and  fa r b etter th an  putting  old-fashioned 
posters in a  few windows which will be taken

(29)

down in the first half day after they are pu t up. 
To follow this plan successfully you m ust: (1) 
Carefully select, or build up your mailing list 
from members, Sunday school scholars, friends, 
and those who have been in attendance, and 
friends of your m em bers and friends (2) you 
m ust keep mailing literature to these people to  
get and keep them  interested. Cards of inv ita­
tion can be mailed, cards of announcem ent of 
special services and revivals, letters concerning the 
activities of the church, etc. All of these will 
make you friends and will reach the class in 
which you are interested.

The Best Preacher Books
Advertising Books. Every  pasto r should have 

in his library  books on church advertising, etc. 
If  we cannot buy m any, we can a t least buy one 
or two of the best. I would place on the top  of 
this list Church Publicity, by Reisner. The same 
au th o r has w ritten  W orkable Plans lor Wide 
A w ake Churches. W hat Reisner does not say 
about church publicity is barely w orth  knowing 
anyw ay. Then a briefer book, though a very 
helpful one, is Handbook o f Church Advertising, 
by Case. B oth of these au thors give samples of 
“how ” to do the w ork, and m ethods used by suc­
cessful pastors and  evangelists.

Books on M ethods. M any tim es a little book 
on various m ethods of church w ork will save the 
pastor untold  labor and even revolutionize his 
labor. W e should also own works on methods, 
which will tell us how the o ther m inister draws 
his crowds and builds his church. One m ost in­
teresting book is w ritten  by a leading M ethodist 
m inister. I t  is Capturing Crowds, by Roy L. 
Sm ith. I  cannot O. K. all the plans and program s 
which D r. Sm ith has used. B ut nevertheless the 
book opens a new field of approach to  the m eth­
ods of reaching the outside w ith  our gospel, and 
tells us how to do th a t which we ourselves have 
often tried  to  do b u t failed. Then again, Dr. 
Beaven, to  whom we have referred elsewhere in 
this article, has w ritten  a most helpful book en­
titled  P utting  the Church on a Full T im e Basis. 
Herein he tells us some of the m ethods by which 
he has builded his large and  successful church in 
Rochester. The book is well w orth  your reading. 
(Our Publishing House will furnish either of 
them .)

Bible S tu d y  Books. H ow  do you like Bible 
readings? H ave you ever longed for a good Bible



94 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A ZIN E

reading for a prayerm eeting service, and  couldn’t 
find one which suited anyw here? I f  not, you are 
possibly the only preacher who has never been in 
this place. W hat brings this to  m ind is the fact 
th a t this m orning I mailed to  the Publishing 
House a m anuscript of a book entitled Bible 
Readings fo r  Christian Workers. I have tried  to 
fill in this a need for such a book. I have found 
the following books m ost helpful on this line: 
M arsh, Five H undred Bible Readings, and One 
Thousand Bible Readings, Frost, Outline Bible 
Studies, The N ew  Topical Text Book  (R evell), 
Wedell, Your S tu d y  Bible, and D. L. M oody’s 
N otes From M y Bible. These works are literally 
diam ond mines for the preacher. If you will read 
the Bible with a pencil and note book a t hand in 
the course of a few years you will have a book of 
Bible readings of your own. M ine grew th a t 
way. F or years I have made a practice of read ­
ing the Bible extensively in seven languages, in ­
cluding the original Greek and Hebrew, and brief­
ly in tw o others, the Ita lian  and the Syriac. U n ­
usual meanings, new thoughts were always found 
and jo tted  down. T ry  Ephesians this way for a 
series of expository sermons, and you will be 
amazed at its richness.

Random Shots
R eed’s Articles in the Young People’s Jou rnal 

for Jan uary  have h it a high w ater m ark  fo r the 
program s. I have ju st gone through them  and it 
certainly is refreshing to strike such high class 
m aterial, w ritten  in such a scholarly yet simple 
manner, on these pages. I th ink our men m ake a 
fatal mistake when they write dow n  to  our peo­
ple, ra th er than  w riting the m aterial th a t will 
stand  the test am ong any class of people. We are 
living in a reading age, and our young people are 
not illiterate. The form er and present editorials 
of the H erald of Holiness were of such a caliber 
th a t it has pu t it in a class of holiness magazines 
all by itself. All I can say is, Reed, give us some 
more of the same sane, intelligent yet practical 
work.

Brother Schurm an of Chicago has certainly an ­
swered a very vexing question for the holiness 
movement, th a t is, as to  the length of time a 
pastor should stay in a place. He has stayed for 
these same ten years a t Chicago F irst church, and 
every year grows stronger, not only in Chicago, 
b u t over the entire denom ination. He has w ritten  
his name deeply into our m ovem ent, because he 
stayed. And the honors which he shall reap

am ong us in the fu tu re—and who doubts bu t they 
shall be the highest we can offer to  any ?— will 
come because he stayed. Then bro ther m inister, 
let us learn the same lesson.

That Nazarene Theological Sem inary  which we 
must have has not yet m aterialized. We have 
lost some of our brightest young men because we 
have been unable to  offer advanced w ork in th e ­
ology for them . We N azarenes should have one 
outstanding sem inary, which will be empowered 
to  give graduate train ing and  g raduate degrees, to 
the young men who will be our teachers to m o r­
row . Scores of our finest young men have gone 
from  us and have never come back, because they 
had  the th irst for train ing, and  since we had no 
school for them , they went to  the o ther univer­
sities and  seminaries, and  we have lost them . We 
all seek th a t training. Dr. Wiley some years ago 
pastored  our church a t Berkeley, C alifornia, and  
attended the Pacific School of Religion, Dr. H en- 
ricks went to the U niversity of Southern C al­
ifornia, and we could name others by the dozens 
who have done the same thing—th ey  sought high­
er train ing than  our church was able to offer, and 
th a t rightly so. They came back— b u t others left 
us and our w ork, all because we had  no N az­
arene sem inary of unquestioned m erit and s tan d ­
ing. We will have to build one, centrally  located, 
where we can give our young men the best tra in ­
ing offered in the land. Our troubles in the fu­
tu re  will come through  our schools, unless we 
tra in  our own men. A m an trained in the aver­
age university or sem inary of America goes 
through a paganized grist mill. T hey do every­
thing to  shake his faith  which can be done. And 
unless thoroughly  grounded in doctrine and ex­
perience he is liable to  teach something  which he 
was taught. I  know  w hereof I w rite, for I have 
attended  some half dozen seminaries and  univer­
sities wherein this is true. The answer to  the 
problem  of keeping our schools sp iritual in the 
fu tu re is to  build  a N azarene Theological Semin­
ary  wherein we shall tra in  our own preachers, and 
teachers.
PITTSBURGH, PA.

261 PO PES
According to  the Catholic Encyclopedia, Pius 

X I, the present pope, is the 261st. I t  is adm itted , 
however, th a t there is a difference of opinion 
am ong au thorities as to  the exact num ber. C atho­
lics regard St. P eter as the first pope.
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FACTS AND FIGURES
B y  E. J . F l e m in g  

A congregation th a t was m ade up  of the wives 
of M ethodist preachers was recently asked, “How 
m any of you were reared in churches w ith 
more than  800 m em bers?” N o t one /arose. 
“H ow  m any came from  churches of from 300 to 
800 m em bers?” Two arose. “H ow  m any came 
from  churches w ith 300 or less m em bers?” The 
w’hole com pany stood. Does n o t this reveal 
som ething of the im portance of the ru ra l church? 
— The W atchm an Examiner.

The New Y ork Times reports th a t a survey 
was m ade in 831 rural homes in Cullm an C ounty, 
A labam a, and th a t in 234 homes out of the 831 
the Bible was the only book to be found.

M en and  women from  the Salvation Army 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in 67 different 
tongues and in 83 different countries.

R obert G. Ingersoll, principally know n as an 
opponent to  the Bible, declared 50 years ago 
th a t in ano ther SO years there would no t be 50 
believers in the Bible left in the city of D en­
ver. Today th a t g reat city is filled with thou­
sands of believers in G od’s Holy Book and 
churches of all denom inations.

In  the U nited S tates the R om an Catholics are 
supporting  106 weekly religious periodicals th a t 
reach several m illion people.

The W atchm an Exam iner tells us th a t by a 
careful survey in a M iddle W est district it was 
found th a t of those who go to  church, 5 per 
cent were m iddle aged or old, 32 per cent were 
young people, and only 14 per cent were chil­
dren.

gram  to double the num ber of Christians in 
China w'ithin the next five years.

At the general conference of the M ethodist 
Episcopal church it was recommended th a t 
$1,800 and a house be the salary of all confer­
ence men, and  where churches were not able to 
meet such am ount, the district superintendent 
should endeavor to m ake adjustm ent of the field.

The fifty-fifth  annual convention of the N a­
tional W om en’s C hristian Tem perance Union 
was recently held in Indianapolis, Indiana, w ith 
more th an  three thousand delegates, officials and 
members in attendance.

The W om an’s Foreign M issionary Society of 
the M ethodist Episcopal church in planning to 
celebrate its sixtieth anniversary has made a call 
for 60 w'omen who would give $1,000 each to 
the anniversary. Already 82 women have re­
sponded to  the call.

The Disciples of Christ in a recent conven­
tion a t Seattle, Wash., inaugurated a campaign 
to  secure $8,000,000 for its pension fund for 
aged ministers.

F or the first tim e in its 141 years of existence, 
the Presbyterian church in the U nited  States of 
America, has passed the 2,000,000 membership 
m ark, according to  Dr. L. S. M udge, stated 
clerk of the general assembly. The past denom ­
inational year shows an increase of 1,629 m em ­
bers.

An average of 25,000 Bibles and 25,000,000 
pieces of o ther literature intended for the bet­
term ent of m ankind, is d istributed  every year 
by the W. C. T . U.

M rs. Lelia M aylor M orris, composer of “The 
F ight is On,” “Nearer, Still N earer,” and  other 
hym ns, recently died at A uburn, N ew York. F or 
the last 16 years she had been blind.

A t the seventh annual meeting of the N a­
tional C hristian Council held on the cam pus of 
Hangchow C hristian  College there were repre­
sentatives of 23 church bodies with 317,000 
church mem bers. One of the im portan t propos­
als was the undertaking of an evangelistic p ro ­
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The Presbyterian church (north) has 38 
churches w ith a m em bership of more th an  2,000 
each.

The m aterial possessions of the M lethodist 
Episcopal church am ount to  $736,000,000, an  in­
crease of $200,000,000 in eight years. Of this 
vast sum one-th ird  of the am ount represents 
property  and endowm ents of educational in stitu ­
tions, and  churches and parsonages make up the 
o ther tw o-th irds.



Your Old Preacher’s Magazines Bound
If you w ill sen d  us your old copies of th e  P re a c h e r’s M agazine w e 
will h a v e  them  bound , a ttra c tiv e ly  in c lo th  b o a rd  covers w ith  
g o ld  title. W e charge  $1 .25  fo r this w o rk — ju st w h a t th e  b o o k  
b in d e rs  charge  us. S end  in your o ld  cop ies fo r b in d in g  so th a t 
you  can  h av e  them  av ailab le  fo r reference . It will tak e  th ree  or 
fou r w eeks b e fo re  y ou r b o u n d  vo lum e is d e liv e red  as w e try  to  
h av e  all th is b ind ing  d o n e  a t one tim e.

N A Z A R E N E  PUBLISHING  H O USE  
2 9 2 3  Troost A v e ., Kansas City, M o.

THE LOST ESTATE
By Dr. J. G . Morrison

In this very  a ttra c tiv e  new  b o o k  th e  au th o r h as e n d e a v o re d  
to  p re sen t in n a rra tiv e  fo rm  the  E sta te  w hich m an  orig inally  
possessed as he cam e from  th e  h an d  of G o d ; w h at p a r t of th a t 
E sta te  w as lost in th e  F a ll; w h at m ay  b e  reg a in ed  in this life 
th ro u g h  th e  a to n em en t of C hrist; an d  w h a t shall finally  b e  re ­
s to red  in th e  e te rn a l P a rad ise  of G o d . It is a  b o o k  on holiness, 
em phasizing  its essentials, m a n ’s needs, m a n ’s p ro v ision  in C hrist, 
m an ’s possession th rough  faith . T h e  p rac tica l p h ase  of th e  su b ­
jec t is especially  em phasized , fo r the  au th o r h as g a th e red  in fo r­
m ation  from  his w ide experience  as p as to r, ed ito r, evangelist an d  
execu tive in various sections of the coun try . It is w ritten  in an 
a ttra c tiv e  sty le an d  b o th  young  an d  o ld  will find  in teresting  an d  
help fu l read in g  in this book.
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