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The Menace of the Mercenary
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debts— rather he must have sufficient income and power of man-

agement to keep out of debt. But for all that, it just does not
savor of proper perspective for the preacher who is asked to consider a new
location to ask right away, "How much does,that church pay?”

There are very few preachers who ever sjve any money. Most of them
who live beyond the period of their active service are dependent upon some
relief pittance which their denomination provides. And this is the case
without much reference to (he amount of salary received during the active
years. In fact 1 think there are more preachers who were “poorly paid”
during their active years who are able to. take care of themselves at retire-
ment than there are of those whose income was more or less ample. The
demands upon a well paid preacher are greater than upon one who must fight
for his very existence, and the vast majority of preachers spend or give away
all they get.

I mention this just to say that the salary proposition is not as import-
ant as it sounds. That is, the amount of the salary when read in figures is
misleading. Often the well paid are the most poorly paid, and an increase
in the preacher's income usually means an increase in his expenditures and
in the demands that are made upon him. | would like to see the preachers
better paid for the simple reason that it nV&es them more efficient and en-
ables them to do more good. But when it comes to just the question of
remunerating a man for his services, this cannot be done in terms of money.
And the attitude and vocabulary of the preacher should always confirm this
judgment.

A little while ago a preacher had two calls. He took the one with the
lower salary and justified his choice with the simple statement, ‘I am going
to the place where there seems to me to be the greater opportunity for doing
good.” In the course of years he may be rewarded in terms of salary also,

O F course a preacher’'s family must eat, and a preacher must pay his

[ — —
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for the status of churches in this regard
changes often. But whether he is or not,
his attitude and vocabulary were right.
In his “Price_of a Soul” William Jen-
nings Bryan claimed that a man must al-
wa¥,s choose between earning and not col-
lecting or collecting and not earning. If a
man €arns he will not have time to collect,
and if he collects he will not have time to
earn. At any rate, while money is a neces-
sity, and rightly used is a blessing, yet it
must always sfand as a menace. Not so
much a menace as to its ability to pur-
chase, but a menace because of “its power
to modify attitude. Not always does it
modify by its power to “buy off”; it may
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also menace by its ability to cause one to
rebel. The ideal is to disregard it, and
choose the task God seems to ‘thoose with-
out regard to either the honor or the
honorarium involved. , _

Money is but a poor basis upon which
to compute the value of a Preacher, and to
speak of one as a “ten dollar a week man”
or a “thirty dollar a week man” is a prac-
tical insult. 1f a preacher is God’s man he
is worth more than money can indicate,
and if he is not he is dear Iif he works for
nothing. In fact some of the most expen-
sive preachers | have ever known did not
draw any money salary at all. And we can
never build a church on the basis of mer-
cenary considerations either in the preach-
ers of the laymen. The right man is cheap
at the best ‘price the church can possible
pay, and the right place is preferable
no” matter how low the money support.
And may it be said of us, as was said_of
another,“He died poor in money, but rich
in _honor.” Only with us may 1t be poor
in money but rich in souls won for the
Master.

EXPOSITORY

Expository Messages on Christian
Purity
Otive M. Winchester

Purity Versus Great Things
My father, if the prophet had bid thee do
some great thlnﬁ, wouldest thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when he saith to- thee,
Wash, and be clean? (1 Kings 5:13).
HEN we turn to some historical por-
tion of scripture to_illustrate sEmtuaI
~truth, the meaning is deduced through
symbolism, but at times the symbolism is ver
apparent, and this passage is one of that Kind.
Translatmgi1 the characteristics of human nature
presented here into the realm of spiritual truth,

2)

we see the ever clamoring of mankind for the
(};reat, the bizarre, the spectacular rather than
or_the unobtrusive yet valued virtue of heart
purity.

Naaman was a great man with his master in
the Syrian court, In the nation which at that
period of history ranked high among the nations
that grouped around the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean Sea. But Naaman had the dread
disease of Ieprosg, and this meant that his own
activity would be brought to an end and his
usefulness to his nation.

Hearing from an Israelitish maid in his house-
hold of the powers of the prophet in her home
country, he sought help. He came to the km(h;
with royal presents, only to find the monarc
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dismayed fearin(i lest the Syrian nation was
seeking a quarrel against him? But Elisha, the
prophet, sent word that Naaman should come
to him. Amymg at the door of the prophet’s
house, he received the brief and peremptory com-
mand to go and wash in the Jordan seven times.
Naaman drew back. There were in his land
rivers far more attractive; why could he not
bathe in their waters? He had thought that the
prophet would have recognized his official status
and.d|?n|tg, and would have greeted him ac-
cordingly, but to send him to the muddy waters
of Jordan, at this he was enraged. Then it was
that his servant, a humble but wise man asked
the question of the text.

The Lure op the Spectacular )

Among the great thm%s that hold forth their
charm to men is that of the spectacular. These
are days when people are seeking excitement.
The ever grasping trend of the waorld for some
new thrill finds its way into religious life, and
there also men look for the stimulant of some
stirring event. And when once the trend of mind
has been caught by this snare, there is the
reaching forth an ever rising increase of stimu-
lating force. What once proved sufficient to
arouse the response loses its power and there must
be an acceleration of stimulation until the height
has been reached and there follows an ennui
and sense of dissatisfaction often leading the in-
dividual away to other sources for something to
satisfy this ‘abnormal craving of his diverted
spiritual nature.

Those under the spell of this trend are for
the most fuart people with good intentions and
a desire for spiritual things, but their under-
standing of what is the nature of true spiritually
is perverted. Occasmna,llg/ someone follows  this
line because he can satisfy a cra_vmg within for
display that has not been sanctified, but quite
often "it is throu?h a misunderstanding of in-
trinsic Sﬁ[ntual values. o

The kingdom of God Jesus emphasized is
within, and this kingdom  consists prlm.anIY. and
fundamentally of.purlty of heart. Spirituality is
esse.ntlalllr a quality of spirit. Forth from that
spirit will spring activities, for any form of life,

T
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as long as it is life, must be active, but primarily
spirituality is a quality of spirit, and this quality
IS purltY. The essential element in this purity is
that all self life has been eradicated and “the
life_is being lived in Christ alone.

This forming of all of life’s activities and ex-
pressions around this center finds its scope with-
In the spirit first and then goes forth into exter-
nal relationships. The greatest battles and the
ghreatest victories often are known only within
the heart of man bemﬁ, cognizable to the indi-
vidual himself and to his Lord. The world has
no report of the conquest; it never aﬁpears in
the headlines, and it cannot be brought out in
all its struggle and triumph in any church re-
Eort, but ﬁet the individual realizes that grace
as triumphed in his heart to a greater extent

than he has ever known and his spirit is more
chastened than ever before. _ .
However with the fact that thls.de.epemnF of
spiritual life cannot be portrayed in its fullness
before others, there is_an inward Hoy and sense
of satisfaction that fills the soul, “that is an
anchor of hope and assurance which keeps the
soul in this homeland of faith and trust in its
Savior and the lure of other more artificial pro-
ﬁ_rams of s.eem_lng.s?rltual living do not attract
im. Herein lies inherent spiritual worth.
~The Lure of the Ecstatic

Very similar in nature to the lure of the spec-
tacular is that of the ecstatic. The only differ-
ence is that in the first case it would seem to be
the doing of something that produces a sense
of ecstasy and in the other there is the primary
element “of the ecstatic which dominates and
that is the seem[g of visions or the exultation of
the sense of feeling. _
_ That religion has its stirring of the emotions
is, when candidly viewed, a truth that cannot be
disputed. No great fact can seize hold of the
personall%y of ‘man_without an emotional re-
sponse. To deny this response is to repress part
of man’s personality and that is always deleter-
fous,

That in the religious life there may come visions
which go beyond the natural sight is also a fact
that rightly viewed should not be denied. Imagi-
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nation is a phase of mental activity and when
this is quickened by the dynamic of the Holy
Spirit in" the heart, ‘then is It strange that there
should come within the ken of spiritual sight
things too great for utterance, and that at times
truths will ‘e illuminated in a way that passes
ordinary understanding ?

But the difficulty comes when these phases of
our life which are resultant effects of the working
of the Divine Spirit in the heart are moved from
their relative position and made central. As rela-
tive facts there is ample scope for variance in
expression according with difference in tempera-
ment and personality, but as absolute facts es-
sentially the same, they call the purified spirit
to a conformity for which it was never intended.

The spirit purified enters into the full possession
of all the powers of personality to give them
expression as characterizes his ﬁartlcular nature;
the individual may not find this as others do,
but he will find 'a realm of expression, if he
searches, which is peculiarly his own. This he
should seek and through this channel worship
Christ his Savior. _ .

Moreover if he finds that at times his power
of spiritual vision carries him to some mount of
transfiguration or his emotions bear him away
into a heavenly state in which like Paul he
seems not to know whether he is in the body
or out of the body, then he should not glory in
these or regard these as the norm for permanent
living; they constitute some of the special bless-
mgF which"God graciously bestows upon us.

he norm of living is purity within which arises
from the fact that we have obeyed the command
to wash and be clean. This can be a constant
factor in its continuity of experience, while these
other factors are transient and variable. To fol-
low after these variables in Christian experience
?roduces an instability, but to rest in the great
undamental fact of heart purity gives confidence
and assurance forever.

The Lure of Doing Great Things

Akin to the two already mentioned is the lure
of doing some great thing. To have ambition is
worthy.” The person who is never caught with
the vision of doing something worth while in
life is a weakling.,But the motive that lies be-
hind that ambition and the mode of the expression
of that ambition constitute the merit or demerit of
the ambition. . o

If the motive lying behind the ambition is
for self-aggrandizement and that alone, then the

(4)
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ambition is on the lower order of living. If like-
wise the expression of that ambition is directed
only for the self, it is brought to the secondary
plane of living instead of the higher.

Sometimes very subtle is the snare that over-
takes us that in the very service of God there
creeps in ambition. We Serve not from disinter-
ested love as pertains to self, but with some
objective of our own. We are not seekmg pri-
marily the glory of God, but have mingled mo-
tives, some directed toward the kingdom of God
and others toward self. It is into this mingled
state of motives that the light of God must
shine and untangle the closely_woven net sepa-
rating the good from the evil. Then can we pour
Lorth the desire for advancement in purity of
eart.

This lure of doing some qreat thing often finds
particular expression in Tlaying greater stress
upon some of the spiritual gifts or some particu-
lar gifts than upon the Eurm_ed spirit - within.
The "Scripture delineates the gifts for us, gifts
of faith, of knowledge, of healing and miracu-
lous powers, and discernment of Sﬁlrlts, and
includes the gift of tongues which nhowever is
given the lowest place, even below some of the
ordinary gifts such as helps and _?overnments.
These gifts are as designated, gifts, that is,
something bestowed upon us. A gift does not
essentially mean a change of nature, though some
gifts cannot be received or exercised save that
a_corresponding nature lies as the .?roundwork
of their reception. Moreover the gift seems to
remain after the nature has lost its purity.

Another type of gift which is not classified
among these special glfts but might more particu-
larly find place under talents, 'if a line can be
drawn, is the gift that relates to some special
phase of Christian service. Someone has a special
(h]lft in preachm? the Word. Such a gift as this
as t];reat similarity to the preaching of the
gos_p_e in the demonstration and power of the
pirit, in fact some seem to attain to the gift
through this special anointing to begin with, and
then the gift persists after the anointing has left,
the individual havmg forfeited it through some

transgression outward or inward.
The lure of the gift of.pre.achin? in a way
that stirs people, the intoxication of feeling the

will of the people bowing leads the individual
on and the fact that he has not kept his heart
pure and his motives unalloyed seems lost under
the cover of this dominating urge, until he awak-
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ens some day to find himself a disintegrated
Rersonalltx and is bewildered and confused. He
ad sought some great thing instead of seeking
primarily to keep his heart pure and then let
the Hreat come as God might direct. .
Thus in the walk of Christian experience
the crux lies around the fact of heart purity.
There is the crisal experience of washing to Dbe

clean and then there is the ever keeping oneself
unspotted from the world. The keeping requires
the 'same amount of vigilance as the obtaining the
experience and the same earnest effort and con-
centration of attention, but it is the only hope
of a conscience void of offense both toward God
ii_rf1d man, and the only unalloyed holiness of
ife.

HOMILETICAL

Prayermeeting Suggestions for March
Lewis 1. Corlett

A Revelation of God
(Psalm 136)

The Wonder-worker (v. 4).

The Creator (vs. 5-9

The Smiter (v. 10).

The Deliverer (vs. 11-14).

The Overthrower (v. 15).

The

The

The

The

Leader (v. 16

Remembrancer sv. 23).
Redeemer (v. 24).
Provider (v. 25).

—Selected.
Whole-hearted Worship
(Psalm 138)[ \
ThezPIace of Prayer—"Thy Hotf Temple”
V. 2),
he Center of Perfection—"Thy Name”

V. 2).

he Theme of Praise—"“Thy Lovingkind-
ness” (v. 2). _

The Secret of PurltFy—“,T_hy Truth” (v. 2).
The 2Certaunty of Prevailing—"Thy Word”

V. 2).
he7 ource of Power—“Thy Right Hand”
v. 7).

he Eround of Pardon—"“Thy Mercy” (v.

8)

— Selected.

le Do Not Understand the Bible
0 not read it individually.

0 not read it sufficiently.

0 not read it systematically.

0 not read 1t intelligently.

0 not read it sympathetically.

do not read it consecratedly.

— Selected.

()

Righteous Resolutions
(Psalm 101)

1. Praise for Pardon—"1 will sing of mercy”
v. 1),

2. Consistency of Conduct—"I will behave . . .
wmelK" V. 2). ,

3. Watchfulness of Walk—"| will walk” (v. 2).

4. Holiness of Heart—"1 will set” (v. 3).

5 Sepaz{atlon from sinners—"1 will hot know”
v. 4).

6. Punishment of pride—"1 will not suffer”
V. b).

7. Woe to the Wicked—1 will . . . destroy”
(v. 8).

— Selected.

Jesus Makes the Lame to Walk
(Matt. 15:30, 31)

er meak”es the Lame to “Walk in Newness

of Life.

He makes the Lame to “Walk by Faith.”

2
3. IS-Ie_ ,tm”akes the Lame to “Walk in the
irit.

4, H% makes the Lame to “Walk in Love.”

5. He makes the Lame to “Walk in Wisdom.”
6. He makes the Lame to “Walk in Truth.”
7. He makes the Lame to “Walk after His

Commandments.”

— Selected.

Four Timely Exhortations
(2 Peter 3:1, 8, 14, 17)

The second Epistle of Peter speaks of the “ast
days” and gives the Christian an understanding
of " his. prospects, _resources and responsibilities
in_difficult times. There are four exhortations in
this chapter, each introduced by the word “Be-

ved.
1 “Beloved ... be mindful” (vs, 1, 2).
This concerns the prophecy of the Lord.

S
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2. “Beloved, be not ignorant” (vs. 8-13).
This concerns the patience of the Lord.

3. “Beloved ... be diligent” (vs. 14-16|).
This concerns the position 0f the believer
before God. He_is urged to be found.

a. “In peace.” There'is only one way: hy
the blood.

b. “Without spot.” ,Sﬁo,ts come from con-
tact with that which is evil in the world.
The, spotless Christian is the separated
Christian, the one who is pure in heart,

¢. “Blameless.” This comes only by obedi-

ence.

4. “Beloved . . . beware” (vs. 17, 18).
This concerns the persistence of evil. The
peril is constant and ever present. The
protection is found in %rowmg in the qrace
and knowledge of the Lord, most of all to
be acquainted with the person of the Lord.
He will open our understanding to the
prophecy{ we arg to remember, the patience
we are to exercise, and the position we are
to 0CCUPY.—Selected.

Paul’s Vision for Personal and Public Work
(Rom. 1:14-16)
l. “I Am a Debtor” (v. 14).

1. He felt that he had a char%e to keep.

2. Dr. Bresee said, “We are indebted to every
man to give him the gospel in the same
measure as we received it.’

3. God gave His hest.

1. “I Am Not Ashamed” (v. 16).
1. He was proud of what he had.
2. He was convinced that it worked.
3. He was satisfied with the results.

T

Am Ready” (v. 15). ,

eady for w%atever God wanted him to do.
eady for work, ,

. Ready for service, not a shirker.

IV. This Vision Brought Happiness to Him

1
2
3

00

Service
(1 Thess. 1:3)

. Man Serves Someon

1 He makes his own choice of masters (Joshua
24:15

2. An experience of grace prompts service.

[l. The Service the Christian Can Render
L Worship.

a. Christ stated that the Father seeks peo-

le to WOFShI? (John 4:23).

b. The hall of fame in Hebrews 11, lays
stress on those.who were above the ordi-
nary in worship. ,

¢. Worship keeps man in tune with God
and keeps God in connection with the
daily practical life.

(6)

2. Witnessing. )

a. Jesus “stated that those who received
the Holy Sgimt would be witnesses for
Him (Acts 1:8). , .

b. The ﬁ,ur ose . of Christ's working in
His children is that they should Show
it forth (L Peter 2:9).

c. Children "of God are ambassadors for
Him (2 Cor. 5:203. _

d. ,1A4 Eréje witness delivereth souls (Prov.

Work. - _

a. The Christians are workers together with
God (L Cor. 3:9).

b. Performing a labor of love (1 Thess.

1:3,9). ,
¢. Soldiers for God. Not defending God
but fighting for Him.
[1l. Every Christian Should Weigh His Serv-
e
What s the motive behind the service?
s their service setting a proper example
for others to follow. . o
Is the service increasing the spiritual powers
and the conscious nearness of the divine?
Is there a dependence upon God’s resources
In service, or is it a work through human
efforts and resources? ,
5. Is the service as complete as possible?

~ o Py

Priests Unto God
(1 Peter 2:5, 9)

. A View of the Importance of the Individual
under the Gospel. ,
L ﬁ c((j)ntrast between the old and new priest-
0od.
2 Magnifyiné; the better relationship of the
people under the gospel.

[I. The Significance of the Priestly Office.
. He was a servant of the Lord in sacred
things. , _
2. He Wwas a leader in worship.
3. He had access to God for others.
4. He interceded for the sinner.

. This relationship places both minister and
layman on the same level. ,

1" All are servants of God in sacred things.
2. All are missionaries. o ,
3. All have the privilege of leading in worship.

_ “The sermon that has no personal application
is a failure. Doctrine without precept tends to
dry speculation. Precept without doctrine tends
to" a sapless formalism, destitute of power.”—
Selected.
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Evidences of Christianity
Basil Miller

Chapter Five—The New Testament
The Genuineness and Authenticity

N the_precedintg chapter we have discussed
I the existence of the text of the New Testa-
ment, the possibility of meaningful changes,
and have incidentally arrived at a place of un-
questioned importance with reference to the his-
toricity of the New Testament. We now proceed
to trace the several books to their respective
writers. We have shown the Codex Sinaiticus to
be a composition of the fourth century, some
time near 350 AD. We have also proved the
Old Syriac Version and the Old Latin Version to
have Dbeen made some time during the second
century, possibly near 150 A.D. Hence all the
books, from the standpoint of our having their
actual Greek texts, must be at least as old as
the Codex Sinaiticus; from the point of possess-
ing translations of them, they must be as old
as the most ancient versions.” Our present task
S to begin with the oldest manuscrlﬁt—the
Sinaiticus—and from thence to follow each book
through the intervening two and a half or three
centuries to the age of their reputed writers.

l. Evidence from Catalogs— Our first line of
argument is derived from the catalogs of the
books of the New Testament. Some of which
are found in the writings of the proceedings of
ecclesiastical assemblies, setting forth the names
of the books they regarded as the Word of God.
Others are the catalogs of bishops prepared for
their students. Still others are those mudentaIIK
?pt%earmg in the writings of the early Churc
athers.

present Bible and some of the Apocrypha, and
gives the New Testament books as follows:

“Four books of the Gospels, one of the Acts
of the Apostles, thirteen Epistles of the Apostle
Paul, one of the same to the Hebrews, two
Epistles of the Apostle Peter, three of John,
one of James, one of Judas, one of the Apoc-
alypse of John. . .. We have received from our
fathers that these are to be read in the churches.”1

The force of this testimony increases when
we consider that the fathers who handed down
this information must have lived during the first
of the fourth century, and that the books had
then been so long used as to have been believed
to have been received from the apostles.

2. Catalog of Athanasius, Bishop from 326-
3713 AD.—In one of the letters of Athanasius,
Bishop of Alexandria from 326 to 373( addressed
to the disciples under his OVGYSI?ht, he gives a
list of the true books of the Bible and those of
the New Testament are identical with the present-
ly accepted books. McGarvey writes, “He de-
clared that these books have been ‘delivered to
the fathers,” by those who were ‘eye witnesses
and ministers of the Word,” and that ‘he had
learned this from the be]gmnlng.’ He appends to
this list the warning, ‘These are the fountains
of salvation, that he who thirsts may be satis-
fied with the oracles contained in them; and in
these alone the doctrine of religion is taught:
let no one add to them, or take anything from
them’”2 This will bring his testimony back at
least to 300 A.D. Athanasius writes:

“Nor do | think it too much ﬁains to declare
those of New. They are these: The four Gospels,
according to Matthew, according to Mark, ac-

1 Council of Carthaﬁe, 397 A.D.—The earliest tchording to Luke, according to John. Then after

assembly which sets forth a general catalo_? of
the New Testament books is the Council of
Carthage, meetm? 397 AD. It was composed
of the bishops of Africa, The rule adopted by
them on this subject begims, “It was determined
that besides the canonical Scriptures that nothing
be read in the churches under the title of divine
Scriptures.”  This names all the canonical books
of the Old Testament, including those of the

(7)

em the Acts of the Apostles and the seven
Epistles of the Apostles called Catholic: of James
one, of Peter two, of John three and one of
Jude. Beside these there are fourteen Epistles of
the Apostle Paul: The first to the Romans, then
two to the Corinthians, after them that to the
Galatians and next to the Ephesians, then to the
1For.a_translation.of the record see, Lardner,
2TheCE%t<'j%'r!§¥$ o'f7 hristianity, 61,
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Phili19pians, to the Colossians, after them two to
the Thessalonians, and the Epistle to the Hebrews,
then two to Timothy, to Titus one, the last to
Philemon, and agam the Revelation of John.”l

3. Cyril, 315-386—The next catalog was that
of Cyril who was for a time Bishop of Jerusa-
lem. "He lived from 315-386 A.D. In one of his
catechetical lectures for the instruction of his
Buplls, he gives a list of the books that were to
e read as the inspired Scriptures, and this a%rees
with ours today with the exception of Revelation.
He writes, “The apostles and ancient bishops,
?overnors of the church, who delivered these
0 us were wiser and holier than thou. As a
son of the church, therefore, transgress not these
bounds ... Of the New Testament receive
four Gospels . . . and receive the Acts of the
twelve Apostles; in addition to these also the
seven Catholic Epistles of James, Peter John
and Jude, and the seal of all, the last work of
the disciples, the fourteen Epistles of Paul.”

This testimony conclusively proves that the
books of the New Testament with the exception
of Revelation were used in Jerusalem and Pales-
tine 1ust two centuries after the time of the last
apostle. .

4, Eusebius, 270-340—Eusebius, the father of
Ecclesiastical History and writer of a series of
volumes of Church ‘history which are at present
extant, witnesses next. He lived from 270 to 340
AD. and was Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine.
He lived half a century earlier than the last wit-
ness, through the great persecution of Emperor
Diocletian. ~ Books VIII and IX treat of this
persecution of which he writes; “In the nineteenth
year of the reign of Diocletian . . . when the
Imperial edicts  were ever{where published to
tear down the churches to their foundations, and
to destroy the sacred Scriptures by fire, which
commanded also that those who were in hon-
orable stations should be degraded, but those
who were freedmen should be” deprived of their
liberty, if they persevered in their adherence to
Christianity . . . We saw with our own eyes our
own houses of worship torn down . . . the sacred
Scriptures of inspiration committed to the flames.”

Eusebius names all the books of the New
Testament. He states that though seven were
recognized by most persons they were controvert-
ed by others. These doubtful ones are: Hebrews,
the Epistles of James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3
John and the Apocalypse. Of these he writes,
“Among the controverted books we class the

'Lardner, Credibility, TV. 282-294.

Epistles circulated under the name of James and
that of Jude, as well as the second of Peter,
and the so-called second and third of John,
whether they really belong to the Evangelist or to
another b){ the same name . . . And' moreover
the Apocalypse of John . . . some as | said re-
ject, while others reckon it among the books gen-
erally received.™

Constantly he refers to the “ancients” and the
“ancient writers”; if by these he meant those
who lived two hundred ¥ears before his own age,
he must have had reference to the apostles.
Eusebius lived to see the con(iuest of Christianity
in overthrowing the pagan religion of Rome. He
was appointed K Constantine to have transcribed
fifty copies of the Bible for use in the churches.
Indeed we are pressing the line of evidence close
to the very age of the apostolic writers.

5. Origen, 185-254—From the second century
comes the voice of Origen who was born 185
and died 254 A.D. He wrote commentaries and
homilies on all the principal books of both Testa-
ments. His defense of Christianity against the
infidel Celsus is one of the masterful works on
apologetics in the early ages. In his exposition
of the Psalms he names the books of the Old
Testament, and in a homily on the Book of
Joshua,, he refers by name to all the books of
the New Testament.

He writes, “So to our Lord, whose advent was
typified by the son of Nun, when He came, sent
his apostles bearing weII-wr.ou%ht trumpets. Mat-
thew sounded first the priestly trumpet in his
Gospel. Mark also, Luke and John gave forth a
strain on their prlestI% trumpets. Peter moreover
sounded loudly on the twofold trumpet of his
Epistles; and so also James and Jude. Still
the number is incomplete and John gave forth
the trumpet sounded in his Epistles and Apoc-
alypse, and Luke while describing the Acts of
the Apostles.”3 _

“In other places he mentions all the hooks. In
his “Commentary on Matthew,” he states that
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote the four
Gospels, and that they are uncontroverted in the
Church. Sﬁeakln? of Peter he affirms, “But
Peter who has left one Epistle undlsButed_. Sup-
pose also that the second was left by him, for
on this there is some doubt.” McGarvey says
that Eusebius quotes Origen as averring that
John left the Apocalypse.” Concerning Hebrews

SN - choeo b
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he expresses the opinion that the thought is
Paul’s but the diction belongs to another.

The value of this testimony is greatly enhanced
when we consider the sources of information pos-
sessed by the writer. His father, Leonides, was
martyred at Alexandria; at eighteen years of age
he was made teacher of the catechumens at
Alexandria. This was in 203. It was only through
a stern_command that his father dissuaded him
from joining in martyrdom. Such information as
was his through his father would easily reach
bacIE to the decades in which John lived and
wrote.

6.  Clement o] Alexandria, 165-220—Clement

of Alexandria was a pagan by birth, and during
his early life; but afterward he visited Egypt,
Syria, Greece and Palestine for the Cpur,pqse,of
taIka with the Ieadln? teachers of Christianity.
The library he has left us fills two large vol-
umes. Eusebius quoting from his writings says
that he gave concise explanations of all the
canonical books, “Not omitting the disputed
books.” “In all the work, called Hypotuposes,
to sum up the matter bneflg, he has given us
abridged accounts of all the Scriptures, not even
omitting those that are disputed. | mean the
book of Jude and the other General Epistles.
Also the Epistle of Barnabas and that called the
Revelation of Peter.”L .

Quoting Origen again Eusebius states, “But the
Epistle to the Hebrews he asserts was written by
Paul to the Hebrews in the Hebrew tongue; but
it was carefully translated by Luke and Pub-
lished amonﬁ the Greeks. Whence one also finds
the same character of style and phraseology in
the Epistle as in the Acts. But it is probable that
the title, Paul the Apostle, was not prefixed to
it. For, as he wrote to the Hebrews who had
imbibed prejudices agalnst him and suspected
him, he wisely guards against diverting them
from the gospel e/ giving his name.”2 "In the
extant writings of Clement, we find that he quot-
ed from every book in the New Testament, ex-
cept Philemon, 2 Peter and 3 John.3

Clement was born about 65 years after the
death of the Apostle John, and from the fathers
he had received instruction, who quoting his own
words, “pres_ervm? the tradition of the blessed
doctrine derived from the holy Apostles, Peter,
James, John and Paul, the son” receiving it from

l{ ebW/s ?R cit._VI. 14, _
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the father . . . came by God’s will to us also to
deposit these ancestral and apostolic seeds.”4 A
man who had lived ten years with John and ten
}{ears with Clement would have been ony eighty-
ive years old. This testimony will stand the test
of the most critical acumen.

7. Tertullian,_ 160-240—The famous Latin
writer of Africa, Tertullian, was born about 160
and died near 240, the exact dates bemg un-
known. He was a contemporary of both Origen
and Clement, and his knowledge of the New
Testament extends through the last quarter of
the second century. He has left us no formal
catalog of the books, but his writings contain
statements concerning the Gospels and Paul’s
Epistles that are almost equivalent to a formal
catalog. He also mentions all the other books
except 2 Peter, James and John's two shorter
Epistles. He names the four Gospels, and states
that Matthew and John were the works of apos-
tles, and that Mark and Luke were composed
by “apostolic men.” As an .authorltg ina de-
bate he arrays the thirteen Epistles of Paul against
the heretic ‘Marcion. He mentions Hebrews as
written bY Barnabas. He also quotes the Acts of
the Apostles by title. He quotes by name 1 Peter
and Jude, and also 1 John and the Apocalypse.

Tertullian remarks, “Of the apostles, therefore,
John and Matthew first instill faith into us;
while_of the apostolic men, Luke and Mark re-
new it afterward.”4 Again he writes, “For there
is an Epistle of Barnabas to the Hebrews written
by a man of such authority that Paul had placed
him in the same course of abstinence.”> “Accord-
ingly in the Acts of the Apostles we find that
men who had John’s baptism, whom they knew
not even by hearing.”8 “Peter says to the people
of Pontius, How great glory is it when ye are
punished for your faults yet take it patiently”
(L Peter 2:20, 21)7 "To these considerations is
added the fact that Enoch possesses a testimony
in the Apostle Jude.”8

In another place he remarks, “On the whole
then if that is evidently more true than which
is earlier, if that is earlier which is from the
beginning, if that is from the beginning which
has the apostles for its authors, then it will cer-
tainly be quite as evident that that comes down
from the apostles which has been kept as a

*hid, IV. 355, .
carvey, on. cit., 71-74..
éﬁﬂsg% e Malfs Wareion, v 1h 20
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sacred deposit in the churches of the apostles.”
After this follows references to the writings of
Paul, Peter, John and to Luke’s Gospel, con-
cernln?.whlch he says, “The same authority of the
apostolic churches “will afford evidence "to the
other Gospels also ... | mean the Gospels of
John and Matthew—while that which  Mark
published may be affirmed to be Peter’s, whose
Interpreter Mark was.”1 .

Concerning those who would be curious as to
the writings of the apostles, he says, “Come now,
you who ‘would indulge a bitter curiosity, run
over the apostolic churches, in which the very
thrones of the apostles are pre-eminent in their
places, in which their own authentic writings are
read, utterm%the voice and representing the face
of each of them severally. Achaia is very near
¥ou, you find Corinth. “Since you are not far
rom "Macedonia, you have Philippi, you have
the Thessalonians. “Since you are able to cross to
Asia, you get Ephesus. Since moreover you are
close to Italy, you have Rome.”2

In this he must have meant that the very
autographs of the apostles’ writings were pre-
served In these churches until his daﬁ. Since this
IS a testlmonl)( of a great Church father who was
born just a little over a half a century after the
death  of the last apostle, none but one devoid
of reason could well doubt that the hooks of
the New Testament were preserved from the
be%mmnﬁ until our own age, and that untainted
and unchanged. _

8. Muratorian Canon, ¢ 160—The Muratorian
Canon is the earliest formal catalog of the New
Testament books. The manuscript containing the
catalog was found in Milan. It belongs to the
seventh or eighth century, and the Latin is a
translation from the Greek original. This makes
the claim of h,avm%.been composed by a_con-
temporary of Pius, Bishop of Rome, who died in
the ‘year of 157, and is not therefore of a later
date"than 160 A.D.3 It begins, after a few frag-
mentary lines have been lost, “In the third place
is. the ‘book of the Gospel according to Luke.”
After a brief discussion of Luke it states that
John comes fourth. It contains all the other books
except the two Epistles of Peter, 1 John, James
and Hebrews. Since it names the less important
letters of these writers, it is quite true that these
important books have been lost with the de-
stroyed part of the manuscript. The author of

T
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this manuscript wrote when Tertullian, the last
mentioned writer, was but ten years of age. It is
hlﬁh% probable that he had conversed with men
who had lived during the apostolic era, men who
possibly had spoken with the apostles.

9. Catalog of Marcion,
earliest writer that sets forth a list of the books
of the New Testament was Marcion, the founder
of a heretical sect which rejected all the books
of the New Testament except the Eglstles of
Paul and Luke’s Gospel. In the year 140 he came
to Rome as a teacher of great notoriety. He also
rejected Hebrews and Paul’s Epistles to Timothy
and Titus, because they contained material un-
favorable to his belief. Dr. McGarvey, one of
the recent writers on Apologetics, affirms of him,
“His teachings demonstrate the previous general
recognition of this GosFeI and these ten Ei)lstles
while his antagonism to the other Gospels and
the writings in general of the other apostles,
demonstrate the existence of these. Moreover
the ground on which he rejects the latter was not
their want of genuineness, but admitting their
genuingness, he denied the apostolic authority
of their authors.” .

10.  Summary of the evidences from the cata-
logs—McGarvey summarizes the evidence from
the catalogs of the early writers in the follow-
ing manner: “The five writers last quoted, Mar-
cion, the author of the Muratorian Canon, Ter-
tullian, Clement, and Orlgen, unltedlyr mention
b)ﬁ name all the books of the New Testament.
They are the earliest group of writers who do so,
and” they all lived within the second century,
spanning  with their _personal .knowledge this
century from the begmnmgi of its second quar-
ter to its close. They declare that these hooks
have been handed down from ‘the fathers,” ‘from
the ancients,” ‘from the apostles’; and they speak
from Rome, from Africa, from Egypt, from
Palestine. The age of a sm?Ie man may have
overlapped the early days of the latest "of the
five and the latter "partof the life of John"—
or they lived and wrote only twenty-five years
after the death of John—"We have therefore
traced the existence of these hooks to the second
eneration after that of the apostles, and we find
them at that time widely circulated over the
world as apostolic writings.” Can they have gained
this circulation and this reputation” if they had
originated by forgery within the mtervemn%
generation? "We also find these unimpeache
witnesses asserting that they had received these
books from their fathers, who had received them

Rome 140—The
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from the contemporaries of the apostles. Is it
credible that all of these were deceived, or that
they all in widely separated parts of the world
conspired together to impose upon their fellow-
men as apostolic, books which their fellowmen
must have known to have been of recent origin.
If not, then the evidence from catalogs alone is
credible proof that all the New Testament hooks
originated in the days of the apostles.”

11
400 and 100 A.D.

Chrysostom, d 407, gives a Synopsis, enum-
erating fourteen Epistles of Paul; four Gospels,
tqﬁ Acts and three Catholic Epistles, omitting the
others.

Augustine, d 430, mentions all, referring to He-
brews as written by Paul.

Rufinus of Aquileia, ¢ 390 includes all in
Canon.

Jerome, ¢ 382, includes all and states that He-
brews is placed outside of the works of Paul by
many.

Council  of Cartha%e, 397, with Augustine
present, includes all the books.

Philastrius of Brescia, ¢ 380, mentions all the
books. _ _

Amphilochius of Iconium, ¢ 380, writes of all
but says that many exclude the Apocalypse.
| tGregpry Nazianzen, 375, includes all but Reve-
ation.

Laodicine Council, 364, mentions all but the

Apoca_lrpse. .
Cyril of Jerusalem, 340, includes all but the
Apocalypse.

Athanasius, 315, includes all books of the New
Testament.

Eusebius, 315, mentions all, but states some
doubt James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John and
the Apocalypse. .

Origen, d 254, mentions all except James and
Jude as part of Canon, but refers to these else-
where.

Clement of Alexandria, d 220, mentions all the
canonical books and includes some others.
~ Muratorian Canon, ¢ 160, begims with Luke,
implies that the first two Gospels were former-
y a part of his work, and includes all the books
I<3x%ept Hebrews, James, 1 John, and 1 and 2
eter.

Marcion, 140, by direct mention and implied
reference speaks of all hooks.

We have thus traced the books of the New
Testament by means of early manuscripts back

Summary of catalogs—Between the year
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to the fourth century; bK means of the versions
back to the middle ‘of the second century: and
the catalogs carry us with equal historical cer-
titude back to the same age, and not over thirty
or forty years after the death of John. In face
of such evidence who can doubt that the New
Testament—the source of Christianity, the sa-
cred Book bearing the inspired records of the
life of Jesus—is of divine origin, and historical.

s Since it is historical, then inspired, as it claims
to be, and hence the o_nIX safe_guide in rell(lnon,
in morals and in all life? Is it inspired? Ts it
supernatural? 1t must be. If so, all other sub-
stitutes are necessarily false.

Church Publicity
Article Twelve—The Pastoral

the Mailing List

OW often as a busy pastor have you

wished that you were twelve men. One

for preaching, one for business, one for
measurably if you will avail yourself of the
services of the man in gray_lplaced at your dis-
posal by Uncle Sam, who will do much of your
work for you if you will use both the personal
letter and the pastoral letter.

We make a vital distinction here between a
personal letter and a pastoral letter. In our
definition of it, a i).ersonall letter is to one indi-
vidual alone, dealing with intimate personal
matters, while the pastoral letter is a duplicate
letter sent to a ?roup. o

The personal letter has a wide field of useful-
ness and should not be ignored or lost in the
pastoral letter. For instance, | have found that
even though | am the first in the home in the
times of bereavement, yet a letter supplies some-
thing that 1 cannot supply in any other way.
People will take it out and read and reread it
long after the personal visit is a thing of the
past. .
~ Then the personal letter or note to sick folks
is often a boon. The same remark applies as
above as to its permanent effect.

Again, birthdays, anniversaries, student honors,
special achievements, and other things, all call
for personal letters of congratulation and under-
standing. . -

Just now, early in January, | am writing a
personal letter, not a pastoral letter, to every
member of my church. | have never done just

Letter and

(ID

pastoral duties, etc. That of course is a futil
wish, but you can extend your capacity im
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this before, but 1 believe it will be a boon to
both the members and myself. . _

But the personal letter"is hardly in the field
of church publicity, it belongs to another phase
of pastoral theology, so I shall dismiss it with
this brief counsel as to its importance,

The pastoral letter as | have defined it, a
duplicated letter going to a gro_uF of people,
belongs more properly to the field of church
publicity. You will notice that | said that it
should be addressed to a group of quople, but
did not define the specific group. 1 did this be-
cause | want to point out that there are various
groups to whom the pastoral letter should be
addressed.

First of all, there will be letters for the mem-
be_rshu?I only. Second, the attending nonmember-
ship should” come in for occasional letters of this
type. Third, the nonattending contacts should
be reached sometimes by this type of publicity.

What should be the contents of these pastoral
letters? They may serve to stimulate attendance.
They may be sent out as a faith tonic. They
may be written to create church loyalty. They
may be used to announce coming events. They
can be a stimulus to financial glv!n?, or ma¥ set
out the details of a new financial plan. They
may be used to advance any new part of the
church program. They may Keep the membership
or the community informed as to the i)rogress
of the church program. This is especially true
when a building project is in progress. ~These
uses will suggest others to you.

Here is a suggestion as to the molding of such
letters that if used with moderation, may be of
value to you. When you have worked out a
satisfactory letter, keep a copy of it in your
files for future reference. You will never be able
to use it in just the exact form again, but just
as an old sermon outline may serve as a ?mde
for @ new sermon, so a previously written [etter
may serve to provide the general outline of a
new letter, or may provide you with just the
well-turned phrase” you need” that eludes your
?rasp at the time. If you try to merely copy
etters over again they will not succeed, but if
you use them as guides to better work, they
me\% provide worth while suggestions. 3
~We come now to consideration of the mailing
list that should be used for such letters. Every
pastor should have a well-defined, well-sorted
mailing list, divided into sections by classification,
cahpalble of being used in sections or used as a
whole.

(12)

The first section of the mailing list should
be the membership list of the church. This may
be subdivided into an active and an inactive
list if you so desire. The reason for this is
that sometimes you will have things to present
to your more active members that it would be in-
appropriate to send to all. Again, you will want
to stir up the indifferent ones and the letter you
send to them would be out of place sent to your
active and faithful members.
~ The second section of your mailing list should
include the people who attend ?/our church requ-
larly but are not members. If you lump these
indiscriminately with your members you may
find yourself sending material to them that is
not appropriate. Then again ¥ou sometimes want
to send them a special appeal worded differently
from your appeal to the membership. Of course
there ‘will be times when the same letter will
appeal to both of these grouﬁs, and in that case
it is easy to comhine both sections of your
mailing list.

Then ?{ou should have a third section of your
mailing [ist that includes those who do not ordi-
narily attend your church, but may be counted
among its friends. For instance, this list will
include those who are loyal to their own church
program yet welcome announcement of special
activities at your church which do not conflict
overmuch with their own program. It should
also include the occasional visitors at your reqular
services, an important part of any church mailing
list. 1t may also include the pastors of the com-
munity as a special section. This list can be used
for announcements and letters of a little more
intimate type than 'Y‘OU would send to the next
section of your mailing list, yet you would not
send to this group all the materials you would
send to sections one and two.

The fourth section of elour mailing list should
consist of a carefully culled community list. This
together with sections one, two, and ‘three, will
compose your general mailing list for announce-
ments of a more general nature.

You may secure these lists in various ways.
Of course every pastor should have in his pos-
session section “one comprising the membership,
for other purposes as well as publicity. If he
does not have the name and addresses of all his
members, then he hardly deserves the name of
pastor. Section two should also be a part of
the regular pastoral equipment. Those who attend
the church regularly, even though they are not
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members, should be known by name and their
addresses should be in the pastors files as a
matter of course. .

The securing of addresses for section three of
the mailing list is a little more difficult. Some
addresses may be secured b?/ personal request.
Others can be secured from the telephone book.
The securing of the names and addresses of oc-
casional visitors should be done by some regular
system at the church. A guest reﬂlster, cloge to the
door, if properly worked will do this. But
it will not workitself. Someone must be dele-
ated to watch over it and see that it is used.
robably a card system is better. By this method
cards are placed In the hands of Vvisitors by a
personal secretary, with an invitation to fill them
out and drop them into the collection plate. But
once again, this will not work itself. Any such
system of _securlngi names and addresses of oc-
casional visitors will need someone to work it who
heflstatpleasmg personality and a goodly measure
of tact.

Section four of the mailing list may be culled
from various sources. A community survey, either
conducted singly, or in co-operation with other
churches will” provide names. Sometimes the
telephone book may be used to advantaqe. In
one community campaign involving all the
churches in the town, we sent a letter to every
name in the telephone book. This would not be
financially feasible for ordinary advertising for
a small church, but might be very effective for
a large revival campaign by a church which com-
pares favorably with the Size of the commumtr.
Another source, especially for new names, would
be the list of some utility company if arrange-
ments might be made whereby you have access
to the list of their new customers. One _Fastor
informed me he had used this method, while an-
other pastor informed me he had built a_ fine
community mailing list from'the voting registers
of his town.

In the paragraphs on the pastoral letter we
have had in mind that all such letters will receive
more attention if they are personally signed and
the envelope is sealed. Many pastors look at the
cost of stamps and so send out such material in
unsealed envelopes with one and a half cent
Bostage. But here is something to remember.
Uncle' Sam will deliver a letter to any address
in your town or any rural route originating in
your town, for two “cents instead of three. "In-
asmuch as most of your mailing list will have
the same post office address as your own post

office, This means that the cost of a sealed, per-
sonally signed letter will be only half a cent
more ‘than unsealed ones. This is a good place
also to remind ?{ou that unsealed matter must be
printed or dug icated. A handwritten signature,
or anY other handwritten words make the letter
first-class. Of course where straight printed mat-
ter is to be mailed rather than a letter, then
unsealed envelopes justify themselves. _

While on this matter of material to be mailed,
let me point out the value of the postal card
for this type of advertising. For one cent Uncle
Sam provides both the card and the stamp. This
means there is no expense for stationery, and
if you have a duplicator of any kind, all the
printing cost may be kept to” a very small
minimum, . N
_ Another advantage of this type of advertlsmg
is that it will get as much attention as a seale
letter, for many people are usm(h; the postal
card for personal communications these days.

A further advantage is that it may take the
form of a personal ‘invitation and so have all
the intimacy of a letter with the brevity of a
short announcement. _ .

In using the postal card a few things will help
to make 1t effective. First, most advertising of
this kind will be more effective if Bersonally signed.
For revival purposes it m:jght e well to have
various people sign and address them instead of
just the pastor, but in that case it is almost
necessary to make some check on the names of
those t0 whom they are addressed to avoid
duplication.

The average card will be better if it takes
the form of a typewritten personal invitation
rather than a display advertisement. However
there are conditions “which might change this.
For instance if it is desired to use a cut, then
of course the printed form will be necessary.

In the outline which I had preﬁared for these
papers | made the comment that the postal
card should supplement other forms of advertis-
ing. In the main | believe this to be true. |
think the best type of advertising is a well-bal-
anced, diversified program. However it is good
to change and do something radically different
occasionally. o

While writing this article | have been thmkmg
back to the community campaign | mentione
earlier in the article, in which five churches co-
operated to send a letter to every telephone sub-
scriber in town. As | have studied about that and
about postal card advertising, | have just about

(13)
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decided that 1 shall advertise my spring cam-
paign almost exclusively by postal card and tele-
phone advertising. Eliminating duplicates from
the list there are just about twelve hundred
telephones listed for Pullman and the surround-
ing territory. If | do the prmtm% myself on
the multigraph that will mean a cost of just $12
to send a card to every substantial householder
in both the town and the surrounding country.
Then if | can inspire mﬁ people with the vision,
| want to follow up each card with a telephoned
invitation to every individual b?]/ dividing the
book into sections and assigning them to various
people who will give a day’s time each to this
telephone service. | will report in a later article
on the efficacy of this advertising campaign, al-
ways provided that | succeed in putting it across.

e had planned to include a discussion of
handbills, their advantages and values, together
with their disadvantages, in this article, but space
will not permit. So we will reserve this for the
next article together with a discussion of novelty
advertising of various kinds.

How Long Was our Lord in the Tomb?
Herald of Holiness,
Kansaé &t}/, Mo.
elarelmdleztr?cfosin article which was prompte
a (uestipn mg“aﬂ]e éuestlon %ox,’abp %er?erfl
perlpten en* 8ha mah, In the issue Of Hera
of 'Holiness of October 12, regardwé; the lengt
B time our Savior remained In thé tomb, an
r. Chapman’s answer thereto.
\ an} nat takmq |fssue with Dr. Cha{waﬁ, hut
on urnlshm% rhormatlo_n upon ich™ the
Rro er 0 the guestion may, be

g f rI]SWterreated t gstion i mgrlv no'ok
v IS question i ,
T?we a% gth We Oy q}t g Knqw, recently com-
eted, the Fnuscn to VYhIC . have Sent Eo
asadena College, I default of fin nag,af Pu -
isher, to be kept t?ere or the use and”in mﬂ]-
tion of all ﬁe ers after know edge on the Sabba
gye tion. The Pre?e t article, IS but a salrl?psw
the treatment o %e %ues ion |? the hapk.

T |s arglce may be too long for duse.ln the
Herald o HRIme S, unless yau~shoul dlwde t
Into two or three séctions, which m% not be ad-

therefore, that 1t mignt

visahle. | would suggest,
e(Yv t0 % $rt’EeMagazine.

he referr The Preach

send 1t fo you first bECﬂJS%O question an
answer in gour,&aper. the church’ paper can-
not use the article and .The Preacher’s ?/\ag -
ine can, | :1m willing it should be so re erred.

ours Sincerety,

. H G, C .
HERE are three lines Bfat(heoug_ht Egnacrém-
ing the length of time our Savior spent in
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. (1)

THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

near sunset, to early Sunday morning, ﬁrobably
about sunrise, or a period of thirty-six hours or
a little more. This Is the most popular view, is
held today by the great body of Christian be-
lievers the world over, and has been so held
since the first century. (2) That it was from
about sunset on Wednesday (supposing that the
crucifixion was on Wednesday), to about sunset
on Saturda%/, or seventy-two hours, three full
days and three full nights. This is the opinion
of "a small number of writers and thinkers who
believe that the text of Matthew 12:40, “For as
Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth,”
ought to be so interpreted as to require a seventy-
two hour burial for our Lord. (3) That the
burial of Jesus was on Thursday evening (follow-
ing the crucifixion on that day, as some sup-
pose), and the resurrection on Sundaﬁ morning,
which would cover a period of about sixty
hours. A small number of writers advocate this
View.

| will consider these views in reverse order.
The third view above has been held by a few
writers whose works are now out of print. |
know of no book on this subject since 1902,
when Rev. Gilbert Lord Wilson,”Ph.B., of Lori-
mer, lowa, published his Christ in Chronology and
Science of the Sabbath, in which he maintains
Thursday crucifixion, but agrees with the popu-
lar belief in Sunday resurrection. The accept-
ance of Thursday as the day of the crucifixion
is based upon an error in calculating the dags
of the week of the Jewish month Nisan, on the
14th of which the feast of the Passover was
celebrated. In common with some other writers
Mr. Wilson seems to have been misled by an
interpretation of John 19:14, “And it was the
ﬁreparatlon of the passover, and about the sixth
our,” by which it is supposed that Jesus was
crucified on the day before the Passover, not on
the Passover day; “therefore it is reckoned that
that tragic event occurred on Thursday and that
the Passover was kept on Friday.

But the four Gospels evidently say that Jesus
and His Disciples ate the Passoverin the eve-
ning before His betrayal and crucifixion, the
regular and only time in which it could have
been eaten by the Jews (the evening following
Nisan 13, which by the Jewish reckoning of the
day beginning at “sunset was the beginning of
the 14th, in the daylight time of which the

That it was from late Friday afternoon, probaégnt of Calvary was enacted.)

(14)
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Another passage in John is quoted in support
of the opinion that the Passover feast was eaten
at the close of Nisan 14, instead of at its be-
ginning: “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto
the hall of judgment: and it was early; and theY
themselves ‘went not into the Audgment hall,
lest they should be defiled; but that they might
cat the passover” (John 18:28).

The Jews who brought Jesus to Pilate in the
early morning of Nisan 14 would not enter the
Roman courtroom where the trial was held, as
they would thereby incur defilement and be pre-
vented from engaging in the festivities of the day;
but “that they might eat the ﬁassover” does not
refer to the eating of the Pasc al lamb, the main
feature of the Passover feast, which had been
eaten the tht before by Jesus and His dis-
ciples and all the Jews. The reference is to the
further festivities of the Passover week and the
feast of unleavened bread, in which voluntary
peace-offerings, called Chagigah, or, “festivity,”
were offered, and from which the Jew would ‘be
excluded by entering the house of a Gentile,
which would incur defilement. ~(See article,
“Passover,” in Smith’s Bible Dictionary, and
Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus The Mes-
siah, Vol. 2, pp. 479-89).

Therefore when the sequence of events in the
Gospels is followed, and the right relation of the
feast of the Passover to those events is under-
stood, it will be seen that Thursday crucifixion
%nd burial of Jesus is without foundation in
act.

The next theory, that of crucifixion and burial
on Wednesday and resurrection on Saturday at
sunset has of late years received considerable
attention by a number of writers. The first
one to Elve_prommence to this subject was Rev.
A. H. Lewis, D.D., a prominent leader of the
Seventh-day Baptist Church, who, in 1865, pub-
lished the proposition that our Lord was crucified
on Wednesday, and rose again on Saturday (or
the Sabbath, as he preferred to call it) about
sunset, making a period of burial of seventy-two
hours, or three full days and nights, as the
reference to Jonah in Matt. 12:40 would indi-
cate. There may have been those who held this
theory before, but in The Literature of the Sab-
bath "Question, by Robert Cox, F.S.A, of Edin-
burgh, Scotland, published 1865, and which cov-
ers the Sabbath doctrine, observance and con-
troversy, as found in the literature of the sub-
ject in all the centuries from the first to the nine-

teenth, and up to the date of his publication,
there is no reference to Wednesday crucifixion
and Saturday resurrection. Likewise in Sunday.
Its Origin, History, and Present Obligations, by
Rev. James AuFustus Hessey, D.C.L., of Oxford
University, Eng’and, and in "The Sabbath Viewed
in the Light of Reason, Revelation and History,
with Sketches of Its Literature, by Rev. James
Gilfillan, of Stirling, Scotland, the former pub-
lished in 1860 and the latter in 1862, no refer-
ence is found to the belief in a Wednesday cruci-
fixion and a Saturday resurrection. The three
authors named are among theloutstandmﬁ au-
thorities on the Sabbath question, and though
differing on points of observance and the divine
requirements for the day, yet their united testi-
mony shows that up to” 1865 there was no con-
troversy over the days of so vital moment to
Christian faith and practice, Friday and Sunday
télﬁ_dtays of the crucifixion and resurrection of
rist.

Other writers have since adopted the same view,
among the most prominent being Rev. R. A
Torrey, D.D., the well-known evan?ellst and Bi-
ble teacher, and Eugene Charles Callaway, a busi-
ness man of Atlanta, Georgia, in whose books,
Difficulties and Alleged Errors and Contradictions
in the Bible, by Torrey, and The Harmony of the
Last Week, by Callaway, the Wednesday-Satur-
day theorr is fully set forth. The foundation
of ‘this belief is the text of Matthew 12:40, and
the claim is made that unless Jesus was in the
?rave three full days and three full nights, or a
otal of seventy-two hours, the question of His
veracity will be raised, and He will be found a
false prophet. The point is argued with much
ingenuity, and with appeals to the Scriptures,
the science of astronomy and the views of theo-
logians, by both ?_roponents of the theory, as
well as by lesser lights who have followed the
same course, No oOther writer seems to have
added anything new to the ar%ument.

But there are good reasons why the Wednesday-
.Saturdar theory may not be acge‘qted_ (1) 1t
is a well-established principle in biblical interpre-
tation that no doctrine may be founded on one
Bassage of scripture alone, but all passages
earing on the teaching in question must be
considered and correlated as to meaning. Mat-
thew 12:40 is but one of twenty-three texts in
the New Testament referrm% to the length of time
the Lord Jesus Christ should remam in the
tomb, and none of the other twentﬁ-two give
any support to the seventy-two hour hypothesis;

(15)
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in fourteen cases it is_“the third dak/," and the
other texts say, “in, within, or after three days.”
. Several passages in the Old Testament illustrate
the force of the expression, “the third day.”
In the provision made for the Israelites in the
seventh year, when they neither sowed nor reaped,
and the” question loomed large, “What shall’ we
cat the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow,
nor gather in our increase”; God said, “Then |
will command my blessing upon you in the sixth
year, and it shall bring forth “fruit for three
years” (Lev. 25:20, 21). While three years are
mentioned here, it was not three times twelve
months, but part of the sixth, all of the seventh,
and part of the eighth, “until her fruits come
in,” that was to be provided for. This is similar
to “three days and three nights” in which_ our
Lord was to remain in the tomb, part of Friday,
all of Saturday, and i)art of Sunday, not much
over thirty-six"hours altogether. _

When the wicked Haman was plotting the
destruction of the entire Jewish race in Ahas-
uerus’ kingdom, and Mordecai had urged Queen
Esther to take the initiative in a counter move-
ment for the preservation of her people and her
own life, she returned him this answer: “Go,
gather together all the Jews that are present in

hushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat
nor drink three days, night or day: | also and
my maidens will fast likewise; and so will | ﬁo
in"unto the king, which is not according to the
law: and if 1 perish, | ﬁerlsh”.(Esther 4:16).
And the issue or end of this fasting was: “Now
it came to pass on the third day, that Esther
put on her royal apﬁarel, and stood in the inner
court of the King’s house” (Esther 5:1), whence
the deliverance of the Jews followed as a conse-
quence. Evidently Esther’s three-day fast was
completed in intention and in fact on “the third
day,” the day third in order from and including
the day on which it started, and did not require
seventy-two hours for its completion; otherwise
it would have been the fourth day upon which
Esther appeared before King Ahasuerus.

When Rehoboam came to Shechem to assume
the crown and throne of Israel, the major part
of his people were in revolt a?alnst the exactions
and-burdens imposed upon them by Solomon
his father, and with Jeroboam as their spokes-
man petitioned the king to ease the burden. And
the king said to them, “Come again unto me
after three daa/s. And the people departed ... So
Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam

the. third .day, as the king bade, saying,

(16)
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Come again to me on the third day” (2 Chron.
10:5, 12; see also 1 Kings 12:5, 12).

These examples from the history of Israel,
which by no means exhaust the list, clearly show
the meaning of the term, “the third day,” or “af-
ter three days,” in Old Testament usage. It was
as though the sacred writers had said, “The day
after tomorrow.”

2. The New Testament writers agree that the
resurrection occurred “on” or “in’ _or within”
“the third day,” not at its close. Three times
Jesus told His disciples that He should be put
to death by the rulers of the Jews, but that He
should rise again “the third day.” This expres-
sion occurs fourteen times in describing the length
of Jesus’ interment, A few passages say “after
three days”; but if interpreted literally this would
mean the fourth day, and the evident application
of this term is the same as in the case of Reho-
boam ‘and the revolting tribesmen of Israel.

The witnesses of the resurrection, the angels
at the tomb, the women who were early at the
sepulcher, the two disciples on the Emmaus
road, Peter, Paul éwho met the risen Jesus on
the Damascus road), and the risen Jesus him-
self, all testified that it was “the third day.”
Cleopas on the way to Emmaus said, “Today is
the third day since these things were done,” the
equivalent of “the day before yesterday” in mod-
ern speech.

3. Modern scholars certify that in biblical
usage “three days and three nights” does not
necessarily mean’ seventy-two hours. The Jewish
EnpycloPedla says that of the eight days re-
guwed or the circumcising of a male child the
ay of his birth is always counted as one full
day, even though but a few minutes of that
day remain after his birth. And other cases are
shown by this authority to have come under
the same rule.

Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., in The Dated
Events of the Old Testament, says, “The Bible
writers count time by units only, dlsregardmg
fractions. . .. Broken" terminal units are for this
reason liable to an ambiguous interpretation . . .
So are ordinal numbers . . . The final unit of a
series is sometimes used without regard to the
initial united . . . The three days that our Savior
lay in the grave (in Matt. 12:40 ‘three days and
nights’) were not three times twenty-four hours,
but were part of Friday, the whole of Saturday,
and part of Sunday, not much more than 36

*(Continued on page thirty-nine)
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GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS ANNOUNCE EASTER
FORWARD OFFERING

HE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS deem it wise and fitting

that Easter Sunday be designated as a special occasion to ask our

people for a glorious “Easter Forward Offering.” They sincerely
desire the church to advance all along the line spiritually, numerically,
and financially. The entire program is for the salvation of souls for whom
Jesus died. Our commission is to evangelize the whole world. Men must
hear in order to believe. How can they hear except we send preachers?
Offerings, therefore, are raised and sent on a crusade for souls.

We will soon be in the work of the Ninth General Assembly. It is
very important that we come to it unhampered by deficits. These should
be wiped out, and all obligations met in full. Then, without financial
handicap, we can plan a greater program of evangelization.

Missionaries are begging with tears to be sent to foreign fields, and
open doors in the homeland are challenging our courage, self-sacrifice, and
faith in God. Will we face our responsibility and go forward with Him?

Every local church in the denomination should and must bring up
its General Budget in full on Easter Sunday. Not just in full—but over.
That is our prayer. It will be a tragedy to mortgage our future at this
coming General Assembly. Funds were borrowed in 1932 to pay the ex-
penses of the last one. These have all been repaid but we must meet
every obligation next June without borrowing, and never again thus place
a burden upon the progress and work of the future. A great Forward
Easter Offering will solve the finances of the past four years, and inspire
a greater salvation work for the coming quadrennium. Let us with sacri-
fice co-operate, Sunday, April 12, and lay the greatest Easter Offering
that has ever been given by our movement at the feet of a crucified and
resurrected Savior.

Board of General Superintendents

(a7
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The Easter Forward Campaign

Easter Sunday, April 12, is fixed by the leaders
of the Church of the Nazarene for an EASTER
FORWARD OFFERING. The reasons are:

1. Easter was associated with the thought of
a FORWARD MOVEMENT more than any
other event in connection with the apostolic days
of our Holy Faith. The infant church was pros-
trate and the faith of the disciples in a bad,
bad depression while our Lord lay in the grave.
But Easter morning there was a great forward
movement. Consequently Easter is the proper
time to request an offering to forward the evan-
gelistic efforts of the Church of the Nazarene.

2. Then, too, the Church’s World Wide pro-
gram, has been badly hampered, restricted and
blocked during the depression days, and the needs
of the mission fields have at last become so
desperate that at the recent General Board ses-
sion in January the General Superintendents and
the District Superintendents rose up and pledged
our great people to make an advance out of the
galling restrictions to a greater degree of achieve-
ment. As a result they have called for an EAST-
ER FORWARD CAMPAIGN to culminate on
Easter Sunday, April 12.

A Forward Movement Is Needed in
Home Missions

A host of pitiful requests were laid before the
Department of Home Missions at the January
General Board meeting. Hundreds of fine open-
ings begged for just a small bit of help. Evan-
gelists declared that they could establish churches
in ten thousand new.towns and communities if
they had small donations with which to rent
halls, or secure empty church buildings.

From frigid Manitoba-Saskatchewan District
came the District Superintendent, Brother J. H.
MacGregor, asking for a grant worth while so
that he could launch a campaign of soul saving
in that great Canadian country that would put
the district on its feet. The Department couldn’t
help favoring it. From Louisiana—away down
south—came District Superintendent Dr. B. F.
Neely telling of such wonderful openings, such
marvelous opportunities, that the Department
of Home Missions was constrained to accord him
a goodly sum for district evangelism. Others
pleaded for tents, campaigns and emergency situ-
ations, and in caring for their needs the De-
partment of Home Missions was very heavily

(18)

loaded. But what else could the sanctified lead-
ers of the church do, than to hurry, with as much
assistance as in them lies, to spread holiness in
every hamlet, village, town and city in this great
home field?

But how can the Department of Home Mis-
sions finance this heavy load unless we can be
assured at Easter time that the Church is enthu-
siastically back of the loyal plans of its leaders.
Nazarenes, will you not, then, make April 12,
the anniversary of the day that our Lord rose a
victor over the grave, the day for underwriting
this largely increased Home Mission program?
It means that many souls now in darkness will
be led to the light, and hundreds more new
churches started. We must, dear Nazarenes, we
must make Easter Sunday a FORWARD day
for Home Missions.

And Foreign Missions, What of Them?

The Department of Foreign Missions was fairly
deluged with pleading requests for additional help.
Many of the missionaries had been forced to stay
on the fields longer than they ought on account
of the depression and the lack of money to bring
them home. This made it necessary for a large
group to be furloughed home at one time.

Some are coming broken in health, some threat-
ened with blindness, some almost ready to collapse,
and all tired out. They are coming home like
invalid veterans from the wars. And this takes
money.

So many vacancies created by furloughs, and so
much success in the foreign fields, calling for
more workers, required us to forward a great
company of outgoing missionaries. TWENTY -
SEVEN all told, are getting ready to go out this
year. What joy this will bring to the hearts of
thousands of foreign Nazarenes. What hope to
tens of thousands who would be glad to be Naza-
renes. But, reader, it takes money to send so
many missionaries and sustain them. That is
why the General Board is eagerly looking to the
receipts from a great FORWARD OFFERING
on Easter Sunday.

The Needs Were $64,000 Above Last
Year’s Receipts

When the Department of Foreign Missions last

January finished tabulating the sore and urgent

needs of the mission fields, it was found to
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amount to $64,000 more than was received and
expended for missions last year. With rare faith
and Spirit-inspired courage the General Superin-
tendents declared that something unusual must
be undertaken to meet the distressing needs. An
earnest effort was made to care for at least some
of the vital demands of each field. The result
was that TWENTY-SEVEN furloughed and new
missionaries were appointed to sail this year for
mission fields.

But dear Nazarenes, unless you rally with a
great enthusiasm, how can the General Treasurer
endure the grind of the support of so great a
group? We beg of you for prayer, intercessory
prayer, and then keenly devoted giving culminat-
ing in a great FORWARD OFFERING on Easter
Sunday.

Nor Must We Forget the Worn Out
Preachers

Many other burdens borne by the General
Budget are also inadequately cared for. There
is the case of our worn out veteran preachers.
Many of them are on pitiful bits of support. In
some cases the remittances to them amounting
only to five or ten dollars a month, are almost
all that retired preachers or widows of preachers
have to live on. Often it is the only rent money
that many have. Could we not increase our Gen-
eral Budget a bit so that something a shade more
adequate could be done for these old men and
women who have carried the gospel burdens in
other days, and shared in the sacrifices required
at that time?

We are sure that the General Board will hurry
to do this, if the church will respond in a gen-
erous manner to the Easter Forward Offering,
April 12.

The Coining of the Great General As-
sembly Ought to Spur Us On

Next June in Kansas City will be the Ninth
General Assembly of our glorious movement.
The Nazarene clans will all be gathering for a
quadrennial checkup, and to formulate plans for
the next four years. A very marked advance
in world wide evangelism ought to characterize
the years between now and 1940. It's a question
of evangelize or die. If we do not succeed in
Christianizing the nations enough so they will
repudiate Communism, the communistic nations
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will swallow up the church. Unless we pour our
prayers, faith, energy, money and earnest activ-
ity into the cause of evangelism, and check the
spread of this diabolical communistic religion, we
It's do it, or die.
Let us all then, concentrate on the great Easter
Forward Offering so that our trusted

will lose everything anyhow.

leaders
inspired to plan for a
marked advance at General Assembly time. We
ought to double the membership of the Church
of the Nazarene in the next quadrennium. We
can if we will. Make March World Evangelism
month, and gather up a coin a day for thirty
days. Pour it out on Easter with a mighty,
passionate prayer that God will use it to stop
Communism by taking Christ to more peoples.

will be encouraged and

The Young People Are Stirring Things

Hearing that there were emergency demands
in the foreign mission fields that were running far
beyond $50,000 in excess of the receipts of last
year, the N.Y.P.S. of old First Church, Los
Angeles, where Doctor Bresee, one of the fathers
and founders of the Church of the Nazarene,
used to serve as pastor, rose up and offered a
challenge to the N.Y.P. Societies of the whole
church, to make a ‘“Dollar Shower" for the Gen-
eral Budget, which means for each N.Y:P.S. mem-
ber to gather up a dollar for “others.” This is
meeting with a very enthusiastic response on the

part of the coming generation of Nazarenes, and
bids fair to go over with a bang.

If it does, it means that the young people of
the Church of the Nazarene are coming to the
aid of the missionary cause. In Revolutionary
War days, Washington facing the dark winter of
Valley Forge and suffering from his army’s re-
cent defeat at Long Island, heard of the organiza-
tion of the “Young Patriots of America,” in New
England, in Virginia, and in the Carolinas. He
exclaimed: “Our cause is safe, the young Amer-
icans are coming to our rescue.” So the Nazarene
leaders feel: “Our missionary cause will now go
by leaps and bounds, for the young Nazarenes
are coming to our rescue.” But, Nazarene fathers
and mothers, Nazarene older folks, we too, must
lift with these splendid young people. Do a
glorious thing at Easter time. All mission fields
are watching. Broken and weary workers over
there are praying and hoping.
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Martyrdom Also Points Toward a
Forward Movement
On November 29, 1935, we suffered the loss of

one of the greatest missionaries that the church
ever produced—May Tidwell McKay—she and
her baby, “Buddy,” were Killed in an auto wreck.
This has all but prostrated the work in our won-
derful India mission where God has so recently
blessed with amazing revivals. It wiy take several
reinforcements to carry the load she carried. But
shall we allow the mighty work she did in India
to fall to the ground now for lack of adequate
means with which to support suitable reinforce-
ments? So firmly have our general leaders be-
lieved that our great constituency would back
them in caring for May Tidwell McKay’s work,
that they have already ordered the replacements
sent, and are now asking, with outstretched hands
of urgent entreaty for an enthusiastic, generous
response at Easter time in order to finance these
measures that have been taken. Don’t fail our
promoted sister!

“Take up their battle with the foe,

To you from falling hands they throw

The torch. Be yours to hold it high!

If ye break faith with those who die

Their call will haunt you tho' they lie

In Mission Fields.”

Easter Offering an Effort to Help the
Pastor

By concentrating on a general offering at one
set time, it is only intended by so doing, to help
the pastor and the churches to do what they
plan to accomplish anyhow. All the General
Treasurer receives will be credited on the General
Budget. The purpose is to generate a general
feeling of enthusiasm, co-operation, and morale
—a feeling that all Nazarenes in all the land are
all doing the same thing in the same way at the
same time. Consequently if you take advantage
of the literature, the unified effort, the unani-
mously accepted date, the posters, the coin a day
containers, etc.,, you will do your people a great
favor by giving them a general church conscious-
ness, develop their interest in foreign missions,
home missions and a world wide program for
others, and at the same time inspire them to raise
the church’'s General Budget allotment, which
they would be expected to do anyhow. Every
penny sent in, will be credited on your local
church’s General Budget. Let us, then, have a
long pull, a strong pull and a pull altogether,
Easter Day, April 12.

Don’t Fail to Co-operate, No Matter
What Is On

Even though your General Budget is up to
date, don't rob your people of the “swing,” the
“step,” the “moral contagion” of doing a thing
in perfect unison with all the other churches,
districts, and workers world wide. All our peo-
ple need this.

Though you are in the midst of a revival,
nevertheless send for and distribute the containers,
and advertise the offering. There is not a thing
about an offering for the General Budget, the
great bulk of which goes for “OTHERS” that
will dampen the ardor of the best and most suc-
cessful revival ever promoted. We believe it will
enhance it. Don’t fail to join in, no matter what
local program is on.

Two Beautiful Posters Are Prepared

In order to cultivate “Eye Gate.” the Steward-
ship Committee has prepared two beautiful post-
ers, and will send them free to every pastor and
every church. Please display them in a prominent
place. Then, frequently call attention to them.
There is a fine significance to each of them. You
can double and triple the influence of the post-
ers, if you comment on them several times, and
get your people to become conscious of the mes-
sage thus displayed. “Eye Gate” can thus be
reinforced by “Ear Gate,” and the whole be a
blessing and a help to the cause of salvation
wherever Nazareneism penetrates.

Please Make Announcements

As soon as the news of the coming Easter
Forward Offering reaches you, please make an-
nouncement about it. This will pre-empt the
date and the occasion for this great purpose
in the minds of your people. Repeat this sev-
eral times, calling attention to the posters, and
other advertising matter. The chiefest reason
that advertising results in selling many goods, is
the psychology of repetition. Let us take a leaf
out of the world’'s advertising book, and gather
in some of its good results. Repeat the fact that
Home Missions are needy, and tell why. Tell
several times about the success in foreign fields,
the invalided group coming home, and the out-
going company of new missionaries, and how
much this demands of the General Treasury
of the church. Then announce the Easter Offer-
ing again, just as though you had never said
a word about it before. Do it often.

(20)
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Send for the Little Tin Banks

Usually the Publishing House has furnished
envelopes for these semi-yearly offerings. But it
is felt that a change will be helpful. This year
it is furnishing small tin banks. These are free.
Please answer the self-addressed post card that
you will receive, and state how many of these
containers you will need. Remember the N. Y.
P. Society is also taking a “Dollar Shower” this
year for the needy General Budget cause, and
so you will need to order its supply along with the
number that you will need for the regular
church offering. Also bear in mind, that the W.
M. Society desires to have its offering kept sep-
arate, and so you will need to order as many as
the women will need so as to have them all
wrapped, and mailed in one package. Do not
wait. Order at once. Pass them out till every
person has been supplied. Ask the Y.P.S. and
the W.M.S. to mark their containers so they can
be kept separate, and the amounts counted and
credited separately to each organization.

Ask All to Observe “A-Coin-a-Day”
for March

Secure your containers as early in March as
you can, and then urge all of your people to
place the little bank in a conspicuous place and
carefully drop a coin a day into it during all of
March, and during April till Easter Day. Every
one who does this will be amazed at the amount
that this method will accumulate. It is a fine
suggestion to place a coin in the container every
morning (or evening) when the family observes
family prayer. This gives the offering a fine
spiritual significance.

Please Pray Much for This Offering

God hears prayer. So the Word declares. Also
it leads us to believe that sincere prayer enables
Him to do what otherwise He cannot do. The
General Budget desperately needs your money,
but it needs your prayers more than the coin.
Do, we beg of you, pray. Pray every day for
the Home Mission needs. Remember on your
knees the restricted foreign fields. Talk often
with the gTeat God about the old worn-out
veterans. Don’t fail to pray every time you drop
a coin into the little tin bank. Ask God to bless
your offering. Beg Him to constrain others to
give. Make sincere inquiry as to whether you
are donating all that you can for this holy
business. Please pray much.

(21)

Pastors, do not fail to set a couple of mid-
week prayer services apart for special interces-
sion by your people for the Church’'s World
Wide Evangelistic efforts. Journey around the
world on your knees several times before Easter
morning. Then you will be ready for the grand-
est offering that you have ever participated in.
Ask the Young People and the W.M.S. to hold
special prayermeetings for the Easter Offering.

Observe “Good Friday” with a Fast

“Good Friday” is the Friday before Easter.
It is so named because of the fact that it was
on this day that Jesus was crucified. Friday has
always had a peculiar significance to Christians
ever since. Can we not observe it this year—
Friday, April 10—with a fast? Ask all of your
people to omit one meal that day, and donate
the worth of it to the Easter Offering. Beg of
them faithfully to fast at least one meal on Good
Friday. If possible, arrange for a special prayer-
meeting for some of the groups of your church
on the afternoon of that day. This will add a
gracious spiritual flavor to the idea of fasting.
Let extra prayer be offered when at the close
of the day you deposit the worth of the omitted
meal in the little container.

Preach Specially on Missions
There will be published in this number of the
M agazine SOmMe sermon notes on
Home Missions, Foreign Missions and the Veteran
Minister. We earnestly beg of each pastor to
bring several messages to his people along these
lines. Unless we quicken the minds of our peo-
ple in connection with these matters, we will be
to blame if they do not respond. Constant agi-
tation for any good cause is the only way success-
fully to put it over.

Preacher’s

Announce Ahead a Great Easter
Service

Prepare the minds of your people for the
culmination of the Forward Campaign. Don't
let the campaign fail for lack of generalship on
the pastor’'s part. Tell them that every cent
they bring in will be credited on the local
church’s General Budget. Assure them that the
only way we have of increasing the amounts
that are needed for the emergencies that are upon
us, is to increase the General Budget giving of
each church. Plan for.a “Hallelujah March” on
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Easter Sunday morning. Select your hymns with
that end in view. See that the Sunday school boys
and girls remain and march, too. Make a short,
enthusiastic exhortation about the whole effort
that is being undertaken during the Easter sea-
son. Couple it up with the Resurrection of our
Lord. Then with a glorious marching hymn ring-
ing in the ears of all, have your people deposit
their offerings on the altar. Make a worth while
feature of the whole matter so that psychology,
sentiment and spirituality will all blend. Close
with a great prayer of Thanksgiving.

Send Proceeds to General Treasurer
Have your local treasurer remit at once to the
General Treasurer at Kansas City. Be sure and
allow the N.Y.P.S. treasurer to count the amounts
that the young people have paid in, so that it can
be credited on the “Dollar Shower” sponsored
by them. Also see that the W.M.S. treasurer has
an opportunity to remit the amount that has

been donated by the woman'’s organization. Have
them all hurry the offerings to Mr. M. Lunn,
General Treasurer, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas
City, Mo.

Paul’'s Plea for An Offering
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

St. Paul here presents a powerful plea for the
gathering of a great offering.

He offers seven reasons:

1. A plea for a symmetrical Christian life (v.
7).

2. A plea to prove the sincerity of love (v. 8).

3. A plea based upon the example of Christ
(v. 9).

4. A plea for the exercise of strong will power
in carrying out that which was purposed.

5. A plea to the sense of justice that all should
share in the responsibilites (v. 13).

6. A plea for mutual burden bearing (v. 14).

7. A plea based on the harvest time (v. 15).

The Wise Steward
“And the Lord commended the unjust steward
because he had done wisely, for the children of
this world are, in their generation, wiser than the
children of light” (Luke 16:8).
This steward was commended for his
(a) Wisdom
(b) Sagacity
(c) Foresight

1. He properly recoguized his position as a
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steward, and not the owner of what he possessed,
consequently, he paid the rent of other tenants.

2. He wisely prepared against a day of reck-
oning. He knew his stewardship would end and
he have nothing, so he invested in order to avoid
that.

2. He wisely prepared against a day of reck-
oning. He knew his stewardship would end and
he have nothing, so he invested in order to avoid
that.

3. He subordinated immediate ends to future

gain. He released his hold on that which was
near, in order later to seize that which was at a
distance.

4. He subjected the smaller substance to the
greater good.

5. Our Lord commands us to follow the ex-
ample of this wise steward, and make friends for
ourselves of the mammon of unrighteousness,

that when we fail, “they may receive you into
everlasting habitations.”
(a) By supporting His cause at home.
(b) By spreading the gospel in foreign
lands.
(c) By evangelizing America.

Feeding the Hungry, Clothing the
Naked

“But whoso hath this world’'s good, and seeth
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels
of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love
of God in him?” (1 John 3:17).

“1f a brother or sister be naked, and destitute
of daily food, and one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; not-
withstanding ye give them not those things which
are needful to the body; what doth it profit?”
(James 2:15, 16).

No command of Christ was more insistent than
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. He
declares that if we do ,not He will consider it as
though we had failed to feed and clothe Him.

But soul hunger and soul nakedness often re-
sult in more tragic destinies than these destitu-
tions do when limited to the body.

1. Think of the perishing millions in America

who have starving souls and are spiritually naked
and are marching to the pit.

1. Members of one’s own family.

2. Neighbors, tradesmen, acquaintances. (If
sin struck its victims white like leprosy
does, think of the millions of blanched
faces in your land.)



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

3. Politicians,
leaders.
1. Think of the perishing millions in heathen
lands, who have starving souls and are spiritually
naked, marching to the abyss.

1. Japan—a little more money expended
there and thousands would turn to God.
China—its teeming millions have no
chance except that offered by missions.
Who will give a bit more for a soul in
China?

India— Just awakening to the possibilities
of salvation. Who will buy a bit of spir-
itual bread, furnish a drink of spiritual
water for these hungry and thirsty mil-
lions?

Jerusalem and Syria—We have been so
slow, that's why thousands have died.
Must we Nazarenes give an account of
those who have died without Christ?
South Africa—Literally hungry, literally
naked and woefully hungry spiritually,
and desperately naked spiritually. Who
can spurn their pitiful outstretched hands
or stop his ears to their wailing cry?
Cape Verde—with its tragic multitudes.
Mexico— Calling for the Bread of Life
and thirsting for the water that springs
up in the soul eternally.
Guatemala—Pleading, beseeching, inviting.
What account will we give to the great
Judge at the last day, if we let them
perish ?

big business executives, social

8
I .

What is the origin of the “Dollar Shower” ?

The N.Y.P.S. of Los Angeles, California, First
Church challenges each local N.Y.P.S. throughout
our entire denomination to raise an offering
amounting to a total of one dollar a member
for World Wide Evangelism on Easter Sunday,
April 12th. This project was heartily endorsed
by the General Board at its 1936 meeting.

What is meant by a “Shower”?

A “shower” is a term used to designate the
presentation of gifts to one or more individuals,
or to some institution. We are all familiar with
Bridal showers, Miscellaneous showers, Food
showers  (sometimes called “pounding”),
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9. Peru—Just a little more money, a few
more workers and the harvest gathered
could be doubled. What do we say, “De-
part in peace, be ye warmed and filled” ?

10. Argentina—Its millions destitute and
naked. Do you turn them away?
God’s Oxen
Text: “Doth God take care for oxen?” (1 Cor.

9:9).
Read 1 Corinthians 9:7-18.
I. The Call of the Minister—
1. A God-given call.
2. A lifelong call.
3. A separated call.
4. A sacrificial call.
The Call of the Church—
1. A call to give heed to the God-called minis-

ter.

2. A call to provide support to enable the
God-called minister to give his whole time
to God’s work.

3. The Law of Moses (1 Cor. 9:9).

4. The Law of the New Testament (1 Cor.
9:10).

5. The Ordinance of God (1 Cor. 9:14).

I11. The Call of the Church of the Nazarene, and
her work of Ministerial Relief.
A responsibility not to be overlooked. God
will hold the Church accountable for the old-
age care of the minister.

Hand-
kerchief showers, Post card showers, etc., etc.
In the same spirit in which we enter into giving
for these showers we are challenged to make a
“Dollar Shower” for God and His work around

Birthday showers, Anniversary showers,

the world.

Is there a quota for each N.Y.P.S. to raise?

Yes! .Each society has a quota of dollars equal
to the total active membership of that society
as reported in the 193S District Assembly Minutes.
That is, if the total active membership of your
society is twenty-five, your
twenty-five dollars.

offering quota is
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What is the quota for each District N.Y.P.S.?

The quota for each district is the sum amount-
ing to one dollar each for the total active mem-
bership of the local societies within the bounds
of that district, and as reported in the statistical
tables of their 1935 District Assembly Minutes.

Does it mean that each member must give one
dollar?

That would be a desirable goal. Each person
should be urged to give one dollar if possible.’
But since there are those who are financially
able to give several dollars while others would
sacrifice in order to give a sum smaller perhaps
than one dollar, the goal is set at a total offering
amounting to a sum equal to one dollar a mem-
ber.

What is this money
Shower” to be used for?

raised by this “Dollar

This entire offering is to be used for the World
Wide Evangelism program of the Church of the
Nazarene. Over seventy per cent of this money
will go directly for foreign missions. The remain-
ing portion is largely used for what in a general
way may be termed home missions. Hence we
may say the entire offering is for missions, home
and foreign.

Does this “Dollar Shower” have any connection
with the Easter Forivard Offering being promoted
by the General Board?

It does. The N.Y.P.S. through this “Dollar
Shower” is making a liberal contribution toward
the Easter Forward Offering.

Does the local church receive credit for money
raised by this “Dollar Shower”?

It does. Credit is given each local church on
its General Budget apportionment for the entire
offering raised by the N.Y.P.S.

How is the money raised by the “Dollar

Shower” to be sent to Headquarters?

Through the regular church channels. The local
N.Y.P.S. treasurer should give the entire offering
to the local church treasurer, getting a receipt
for same. The church treasurer will remit same
with other sums received for the Easter Forward
Offering to General Treasurer, Mr. M. Lunn,
2923 Troost Avenue, Kansas City, Mo.

Is the local N.Y.P.S. to make a report of the
amount raised by the “Dollar Shower”?

It is. You will report to your District Presi-
dent on cards provided for that purpose.
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If this “Dollar Shower" is successful will it not
bring a large sum to headquarters?

It will. If all the societies co-operate we should
raise about $40,000 by this method.

Is there need for such a large sum at this
time?

There is need for even a larger sum. During
the years of this quadrennium the General Board
has been working on a restricted program. Mis-
sionary needs have been increasing, equipment is
needed on the fields, repairs must be made on
some of the buildings, missionaries must be fur-
loughed, new recruits must be sent. The Mis-
sionary Department alone could profitably use
fifty thousand dollars at this time, for the Gen-
eral Board has ordered the sending of twenty-
seven missionaries to the field during this year,
and seventeen now on the field are to be brought
home on furlough.

Will awards be given to societies raising their
quota in this “Dollar Shower” ?

Awards will be given. The General N.Y.P.S.
Council will provide pennant awards for the local
society in each district zone which has raised the
largest offering on the per capita basis. In case
of a tie duplicate awards will be given. (No
pennant will be given unless the amount raised
by the local society equals one hundred per cent
of its total membership).

Will the districts be awarded banners?

Yes! At the General N.Y.P.S. Convention held
in Kansas City, Mo., June 18 to 20, each district
which has raised an offering equal to ninety
per cent of its total membership will be awarded
a beautiful banner.

Will there be some special 'means of advertising
this “Dollar Shower” ?

Yes! A special “Dollar Shower” poster has been
sent to your pastor along with material advertis-
ing the Easter Forward Offering. The N.Y.P.S.
president should secure this poster from the pastor
and display it in a prominent place.

Will headquarters provide containers for col-
lecting offering?

Your pastor will be provided with containers
especially printed for the Easter Forward Offer-
ing. Request him to order a sufficient number
so each N.Y.P.S. member may be provided with
one in which to collect his offering. Make sure
to mark N.Y.P.S. on the outside of the container.
In case this container is placed in the regular
offering receptacle of the church if N.Y.P.S. is
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marked on it your society will receive credit for
same.

How should this offering be collected?

Discuss this matter with E¥our pastor. If agree-
able with him have the “Dollar Shower” in" the
regular weekly devotional service of the N.Y.P.S.
If "he considers it better to have the N.Y.P.S.
contribute this “Dollar Shower” with the Easter
Forward Offering of the church at the regular
church services plan your offering in harmony
with his wishes. Make sure however to have
each N.Y.P.S. offering container marked well so
you may be able to ascertain the total amount
given by the N.Y.P.S. members.

When should we begin to promote this “Dollar

Shower”? .
At once! Display the poster, callln% the atten-
tion of your members to it. Boost the idea and
tell of the great amount of good to be accom-
EJhshed through the co-operation of your society.
Urge your members to save their money weeks
in advance so that a large number maK have
one dollar to present on the day of the “Shower.”
Pledge as many members as possible to give more
than" one dollar. Endeavor to have your entire
guota underwritten some time before Easter Sun-
ay. Let the time of the “Shower” be merely the
gathering in of what has already been pledged.

”V\éhat will be the results of this “Dollar Show-
er

.Eternit?/ alone will tell. We know that each
giver will be blessed, each loyal N.Y.P.S. officer
will be made happy because of his co-operation,
your pastor will rejoice because his church re-
ceives credit on its General Budget apportion-
ment, the hearts of our missionaries and home
mission workers will be gladdened, our work
at home and abroad will be advanced, God will
be %Iorlfled, and no doubt many souls will be
saved.

Suggested Plans for Assisting in the
“Dollar Shower”

Work out some novel method for .coIIectir]H
the offering. Maybe your district officers wi
have a plan to suggest. If so follow their plan.
We offer a few suggestions. Perhaps you may
find something that Will, be of help to you.

In those sections of the country where silver
dollars are used almost exclusively some offering
receptacle—perhaps a treasure chest—may be
used in which the dollars may be inserted through
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a slot. A bell or gong may be set in the box
so the dollars as they are dropped will hit the
bell. Count the number of strikes of the bell and
thus keep account of the total offering. (The
treasurer may have a number of silver dollars
in his possession so those havm_? smaller change
or paper dollars may secure a silver dollar in ex-
change). . % %

In those sections of the church where paper
mogey is widely used another method should be
used.

Perhaps some societies could make a large
copy of the “Dollar Shower” poster, having blank
spaces, the size of a paper dollar on the poster,
equal to your total membership. (If there are
twenty members provide twenty spaces). When
the offering is given have the members, or some
one appointed for that purpose, pin the paper
dollars over these blank spaces. ﬁln this case the
treasurer should have paper dollars in his pos-
session o those having smaller change or silver
dollars may secure a paper dollar in exchange).

Some may desire to give a missionary touch
to the offering. 1f so draw a large circle in which
will be drawn a rough outline of the continents
of the Eastern Hemisphere. Within this circle
dimly outline a sufficient number of spaces, the
size of a Faper dollar, equal to your total mem-
bership. If the membershlg is larger than the
number of spaces that can be inserted, put addi-
tional spaces at the side of the circle. When the
offering is ?lven have the members, or some one
appointed for that i;(Jurpose, pin the paper dol-
lars over these blank spaces. Your entire hemi-
sphere will be covered with paper dollars.

A spirit of friendly rivalry may be injected into
the project by dividing the membership of the
society into two groups with wide awake cap-
tains “‘over each group. To generate interest one
%]roup may be called “Home Missionaries” and
the other “Foreign Missionaries.” Draw two
large circles representing the two hemispheres of
our world. In the one circle rou}t_{hly outline the
continents of North and South America and let
the “Home Missionaries” use this circle. In the
other circle roughly outline the continents of the
Eastern Hemisphere and have the “Forelqn Mis-
sionaries” use it. .DlmI% outline spaces the size
of a Paper dollar in each circle, a sufficient num-
ber of spaces to equal the members of each group.
If tliere are more members than spaces In the
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circle put additional spaces at the edge of each
circle. As the off_ermgi1 IS given have the captain
of each group pin the paper dollars over the
spaces in- his particular circle. If the offermg
IS a success the entire world should be covere
with paper dollars. Make special mention of the

group raising the larger &Jn;.

Two nearby local societies may enter into a
friendly contest to see which can raise the largest
sum i this “Dollar Shqwey.”

In cases where spaces are marked out on
various designs, why not pledge your membership
beforehand and write the name of each individual
pledging in one of the SEaces. Then as that indi-
vidual pays his dollar his name and space will
be covered by that dollar, or by some sticker
provided for that purpose. If ﬁled es are taken
at some service before Easter the N.Y.P.S. lead-
ers may be rather certain about the outcome of
the offering, whereas if nothing is pledged before-
hand the results are rather uncertain.

As Dr. Morrison says, “Where there’s a will,
there are twenty ways.”

Don't omit the Easter Forward Offering because
you are in the midst of revival meetings. There is
not a thing proposed in the program for com-
memorating the Resurrection of our Lord that
will mljure the finest revival that was ever held.
They’l Ygo together beautifully, if you will let
them. Your Forward Offering will provide for a
revival “over there.” Read about it in the Sup-
plement.

Pastoral Study
Mattatieu A. Wilson

~Pastor at Vallejo, California

This discussion is not Intended to be a com-
prehensive discourse on the entire problem of the
pastor’s study habits. Rather it is intended to
give g few pointed suggestions on just three types
of studying that e.ver% pastor should do.

The Tirst type is that which has for its pur-
Eose the stimulation of fresh thought,, | once
eard-a pastor exclaim in prayer, “O Lord!
Give us ideas! What we need is ideas!” We
may not all pray that way publicly, but I suspect
that most pastors do pray that prayer in some
form or other every week.

The essential truths that we need to preach
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may be few. Certainly all the truth worth preach-
ing is old. Yet we must have new ideas about
how to present and apply the truth to this
generation, or else this generation will soon ig-
nore our preaching as completely as they ignore
the printed sermons of the past.

Study includes more than reading, but one of
the most fertile sources of new ideas will be our
reading. But not all reading is equally valuable
in provoking new ideas. Many men find they
are stimulated to constructive thinking more br
reading some author that at least seems to chal-
lenge some of their accepted ideas than by al-
ways reading only those writers who agree with
their own views.” Most of us enjoy listening to
a preacher who echoes our own thoughts, "but
Froba_bly we get more mental stimulation from
istening to one who challen%_es our old ideas
occasionally and throws fresh Tight on our path-

way.

?Iwould not make a plea for the reading of
unsound and unsettling literature. We must guard
ourselves carefully at this point. EspemaII% If we
are easily stirred with every new idea that we
find, we must take care lest we stray from the
true course and head first toward one wild ex-
treme and then toward some other, def)endmg
on whose influence struck us last. Unless we
know how to read critically, rejecting all that
is unscriptural and unsafe, swallowing nothm%
whole until we have tested it thoroughly, we ha
better let others lead the way and read only
that which our leaders have pronounced wholly
in agreement with all that we ourselves accept.

But while “safety first” must be our guiding
principle in this, nevertheless, one of the great
dan%ers to us preachers is that we talk so much
of the time ourselves that we never realize what
people are thinking who disagree with us. And
there are many who disagree with much that we
say, although we may not quess it. American
audiences especially, are generally too polite to
express their dissent, but many a preacher would
be surprised if he knew the real attitude of
many of his good people toward the ideas he
pours out so confidently.

Dr. Halleck, the author of the psychology for-
merly..studied in our course of study, one time
said, in addressing a group of school teachers,
that with one exception no other profession was
in so great danger of becoming “dead from the
neck up.” The reason he gave was that teachers
are always talking and do not have to meet
much “comeback,” at least from adults. His
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inference was that preachers are in even more
danger on this line. . .

A" few years ago, after a series of very interest-
ing conversations with an old preacher of Cal-
vinistic faith, he confessed to me that never before
had he discussed theology with anyone who dif-
fered radically from him. His ideas concerning
what non-Calvinists believed were most erroneous
and grotesque. Although highly successful in his
own denomination, his appeal to those that had
a different back%round was very limited.

Is it not possible that one reason that so many
of us Nazarenes have such a limited appeal in
our m[nlstr?/ is that we do not understand even
the point of view of those who disagree with us?

A"second purpose of study should be to secure
accuracy of ideas. Sometimes a preacher is in-
tensely stirred by a new idea he has read or
heard, and he constructs what he feels is a bril-
liant sermon on the basis of this idea. But as a
matter of fact the basic idea may be unsound;
and if it is, the value of the sermon is largely
destroyed. _ o

If we are gomg to use supposedly scientific
facts as the Dbasis of important conclusions in
our sermons, let’s be sure that the alleged facts
are really scientific and not merely  pseudo-
science being popularized in some newspaper or
cheap magazine. Let’s not make ourselves ridic-
ulous in the eyes of our high school and college
yquniq peoPIe by quoting some old superstition as
scientific fact, "and then building our spiritual
lesson on it. If we cannot find really sound au-
thority for our statements, let us make it plain
that ‘we are not guaranteeing their accuracy
and are simply using them as illustrative of the
truth we are preaching, which is still valid even
if our illustration is unfortunate.

In these days of such sharp differences of
opinion_on social and economic and political prin-
ciples, it would seem the part of wisdom to be
temperate in our discussion of these matters until
we have at least learned as much about these
(t]uestlons as the people in our audiences. If we
eel we must preach on Communism, Fascism,
Modernism, Socialism, Social Credit, and such
movements, we should study what the great
thinkers have written on these subjects and not
#ust what some fanatic, either for or against,
as said. , , _

It is even more important that interpreting
the Scriptures we do not base a vital message
on an inaccurate translation or exegesis. Cases
of this sort are not only often humorous, but
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many times are pathetic, and sometimes result in
the propagation of positive error. Few of us can
hope to Dbecome Greek scholars or make any
contribution to hiblical interpretation, but any

reacher by the use of such a concordance &s

oung’s or Strong’s can check up on the key
words of his text and find their meaning in the
original. This every preacher should do before
he ‘makes the thought of his message seem to
depend largely on his understanding of the exact
word found in the English translation.

Even if we preach the truth, we are following

a dangerous custom to back it up by incorrect
translations and false exegesis. _
A third type of study is that which has for
its purgose the betterm? of the expression of
ideas. Sometimes when | have had what | felt
was a wonderful idea for a sermon, | found
upon trying to explain it that | was like the
student so often found in our schools who com-
plains that he “knows it but can tell it.” We
will not try to settle the disputed question as
to whether any idea exists that cannot be put
into words, but certainly the church will not
!ong have an f)lace for a preacher who “knows
it but cant fell it.”

Once in a great while there comes to me one
of those ideas that seems almost inspired. It
shapes itself into a beginning, middle, and end
very clearly at once. Perhaps some Freachers
have all their sermons come in such flashes of
msiJ_lratlon. If so, | am afraid they do not
realize how fortunate they are. Most of us
who have to prepare two sermons every week
find that our ideas are usually very hazy at first,
and fortunate we are if even by dint of much
hard study we can clear them Up to the point
oflc.EystaI clearness by the time we enter the
pulpit. -

| have heard it said that Dr. Bresee recom-
mended that young preachers write out every
sermon during the first ten years of their min-
istry. | rarely write out a sermon in full, or try
to memorize it, but | have Ion% ago found that
studying with a pencil or pen helps to clear up
mg{ ideas. Frequently to write out my ideas
helps me to see what is still vague and hazy.
Often it makes this vagueness so painfully ap-
Farent that all | have written is put aside and

take some new thought and reserve for a later
date and more ripened thought the sermon on
which 1 had been working. o

But even when we have rather clearly in mind
what we intend to say and the general outline



92 THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

of how we intend to present it, | believe that
all of us ordinar){] preachers need to try it on the
emFty pews or the office furniture first. | doubt
if | have ever preached a sermon which could
not have been more fluently and effectively pre-
sented if | had given more time to oral prepara-
tion in private before introducing it to the
public.

This is especially the case of sermons that are
not written out in full. There are thoughts that
we think are simple until we try to twist the
long, involved sentences around “out tongue in
%ettmg them across. And even if everything has
een written out, there are sometimes thoughts
that look well on paper but fall flat or worse
when the words are uttered audibly.

| know there are men gifted with such a flow
of language that they need only to turn on the
spout, so to speak, and a smooth, continuous
supply of woras is the result. Perhaps by the
time a preacher has preached the same sermons
several times to different churches, those who hear
him last have the benefit of his previous practice
on others. But as a layman for many years |
suffered much from listening to preachers, espe-
cially those of little experience, whose sermons
always seemed to be in that half-baked stage
that ‘mine usually are on Fridays—and altogether
too often are even on Sundays.

Even those who are naturally fluent or who
have overcome their stuttering and stammering
bP/ years of preaching need to study to have
clearness of expression of ideas. One danger of
fluency is that in sEeakmg too extemporaneousl
we may yield to the temptation to wander o
into sidelines of thought that occur to us as we
speak. In a great wealth of interesting but ir-
relevant material we compltely obscure the main
line of our thouth;ht and leave the audience feeling
that they have heard a great sermon, but do not
know exactly what it was all about.

| would not say that a wandering from the
main thought is never justified. Sometimes |
have intentionally dragged sidelines into a sermon
where the?/ had little place, because | felt that
some matters could more tactfully be brought
in incidentally than by harping on them for an
entire sermon. Perhaps, under the leadership of
the Holy Spirit, a preacher may be definitely
led to wander from his prepared message, but
the temptation is to make wandering a habit and
think it is blessing the peogle when it is only
relieving us of the work we should have done.
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You have heard the preacher who starts out
well but starts to tell a story to illustrate a point.
Something in the story reminds him of another
incident that happened in the same town. He
begins to tell that, but digresses again to tell
about a similar happening ‘in his home, which
reminds him of something interesting about one
of the family, and that leads to still another
story. On and on he goes, making the sermon
merely an mterestm% evening of reminiscences of
family and pastoral history. Perhaps he does
not come back to finish the first story fill the
very close, and by that time everyone has for-
gotten what the point was that he started out
to illustrate.

A final value of this preliminary oral delivery
of the sermon in private is that it can be used
to cure the habit of preaching longer than in-
tended. Frequently after outlining the thought
| wished to bring in a twenty-minute message,
| discover that its adequate delivery would take
at least an hour and a half. Some Rreachers
may be able to estimate from their notes how long
the” sermon will be without going through it
aloud; but if so, a long-suffering congregation
mlght be temﬁted to ask, f‘Whﬁ_don’t.they?”

>ome who have never tried this audible prepa-
ration of expression may think it would hinder
them from preaching with freedom, freshness
and unction. The reverse has been my own
experience. If 1 can get blessed preachlngi the
truth aloud in the privacy of my study, 1 am
more likely to feel blessed in preaching it to
the cong[e?atlon. If | get into the “brush” at
some point when preaching alone, | can cut
a new path and start over as many times as
necessary till I find the right way through. But
if 1 am traveling the road in public the first
time 1 go over it, and then get into the “brush,”
the episode is painful to all. .

Let us read and study widely then to gain
stimulation to original thinking; "but let us also
do patient research to know the accuracy of that
which we s?eak; and when possible, let us spare
some time fhom the hectic rush of the week to
clarify, strengthen, and polish our expression of
thought, realizing that the best expression we can
8IV€ will never be as good as the truth we preach
eserves and needs.

“We are rich only through what we give; and
poor only through what we refuse and keep."—

M adame Swexchine.
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The Child Labor Amendmept
Its Purpose, Its Scope, Its Promise

“Note: This article was furnished by the Na-
tional Child Labor Committee of New York, and
we insert it in order to bring this question be-
fore the readers of the Preacher’s M agazine. We
do not propose to argue the matter ourselves or
answer any questions concerning it. The address
of the Committee is 419 Fourth Ave., New York,
N. Y., and anyone interested can write there for
further information—E ditor.

HERE has never been a day when young
people were in greater need of Christian
opportunity, an opportunity that can be

made for them through the disinterested effohat of chil

stitutional experts and fitted into a design that

would give Congress just what is needful to

legislate on means to f)r.ote,ct the nation’s children

from economic exploitation. Just that, and

nothing more.

Section 1. That Congress shall have power to
0 S e

limjt, regulate and gro DIt or of persons
under eighteen years of a

Section dz The. power of the s%veral states is

unlmp?lre by this %rt“cle except t adt the ogera-

tion of state "laws shall be sus end? {0 the ex-

Bent nec&ssar to give effect to Tegislation enacted
the Congress.

y_the !t ,
This is, as you see, no law but an enabling
enactment to make it constitutional for Congress
to legislate upon child welfare in one field only,
labor. What it will do depends

of the men and women of the churches. Youmpn the sentiment and will of the people, ex-

people are standing, bewildered, at a turn in the
road, enforced economic idleness on one hand,
prossmle economic  exploitation on the other.
here must be a third way, a way through edu-
cation and careful character _tr@unmgi and the
inspiration of intelligent Christian Tleaders, to
youth’s promised land.

Hut first of all these children of ours today,
our young people, must be set free to follow
the road of opportunity. We must in some way
shut the children away from the dangers of
premature toil; and at the same time we must save
our older Koun_g people from the degradation of
mere job holding. Let C_hnsﬂath once dig its
way into our economic life and there would be
neither an idle youth nor a laboring youth but
a learning youth. o

A first step toward this ideal of open oppor-
tunity for all our youn% people is_the Child
Labor Amendment. "It has been fighting for
ratification since 1924. If you will read it with
an open mind and applg to its meaning com-
mon sense democracy and a modern appreciation
of what a democratic government owes its citi-
zens you will wonder that its ratification has
been S0 long delayed.

The difficulty has been, of course, that oppo-
nents of the amendment have been tireless in
fostering misconceptions as to the purpose and
scope of this piece of social legislation. More-
over, there has been in the public mind some un-
certainty as to just what type of Ieﬂlslatlo.n.mlght
be expected as a consequence of the ratification
of the amendment. The onIK_ antidote for these
misunderstandings and for this uncertainty is a
clear understan mt}; of the amendment itself.

Here is the text. It was drawn up by con-

(29)

pressed throughout their representatives in the
national government. _

In other words, the Child Labor Amendment
makes possible legislation to fit the present needs
of our chanmg industrial society. It also em-
p[owersllegls ation tomorrow to fit altered needs.

here is no iron hand here to hamﬁer the for-
ward march of social ideals, only the extension
of the long arm of the national” government to
protect every child of every state in economic
relations in "so far as they are concerned with
gainful employment.

For this end the words of the amendment
were carefully chosen. The term labor is em-
ployed in the text in the sense in which it is
always used in labor statutes, and in which it
has frequently been construed by the courts, that
of labor for hire. By no stretch of credulous
imagination can any other construction be made.
You have all heard the amendment denounced
as radical, as communistic, as an attempt to
snatch children from the control of home and
state. You have even heard that the amendment
sh)elled interference by the federal government in
the education of children, the traditional right of
the state. There is no conjuring by which" labor
for hire can be made to cover work of children
at home, or on the farm or in school. .

There is, in fact, no loophole in the framing
of this amendment that can make it serve the
cause of un-Americanism or give succor to the
tribes of unrighteousness. .

_ Another much misconstrued phrase in the text
is that referring to persons under eighteen. The
wording was necessary to make it possible for
Congress to protect young workers of Ssixteen
and seventeen from the hazards of certain occu-
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Bations in which the risk can be better borne
by more mature people. In no other way would
it be possible to reduce the high toll of industrial
accidents to these young persons. You must bear
in mind that many states have the power to
regulate the labor of minors up to twenty-one,
even though none bar employment to that age,
or even to eighteen. It 1s not cherishing any
fair faith in our scheme of democratic govern-
ment to fear that Congress would ban all em-
Plo¥ment to the age of eighteen any more than
hat a state legislative body would.

_Just what type of legislation is likely to pass
if the ratification of the amendment gives it
Bower to act? That of course would be decided
y Congress. In a much quoted statement, made
va_PreS|dent Roosevelt in a letter to the National
hild Labor Committee, we find reassurance.

“It s desire that the advances attained
th[?&lqh tw.N A be ma(sempe mgne?t. In t%e
oo e i ot
tpwg Chilg eL.aQorgAmendment.”g.

These gains have now vanished under the
blighting decision of the Supreme Court of the
United States as to the constitutionality of the
industrial codes. But it is possible for them to
be regained on a permanent basis.

If the Child Labor Amendment is ratified the
National Child Labor Committee will at once
ur_gfe upon Congress the passage of legislation that
will embody provisions substantially similar to
those that operated successfully in many of the
In('jAUSt.rl?| codes: f | it
_ A sixteen year minimum for employment, wi
“cgnht i/vorﬁ |X certain mdustrloes perP(teg outsnﬁe
school . hours at fourtee'w ears; .an elghtgen year
%ﬂeatrpolﬁlsmum for empo;yment in"hazardous" oc-

%he Child Labor Amendment, its purpose, its
scope, its promise. There is not an ambiguous
statement In the amendment or any concealed
implication in its promise. 1t is simply a means
to protect the most precious asset of the nation,
the nation’s children, without in any way inter-
fering with the state’s right also to protect.
1t useless to insist Ionger that state legisla-
tion can take care of child labor. Not in" our
day. Not in many days. Seven states out of
the forty-eight now have child labor laws that
require a sixteen year minimum for work during
school hours. One-seventh of the states, in other
words, after a struggle that has lasted more than
a century, give legal protection to children that
is parallel to that briefly afforded in the recent
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industrial codes. Most of the other states have
the fourteen year minimum, at least for factory
work, but in" many cases there are exemptions
that discriminate against the child of the poor,
in favor of certain industries. One state even
has a school attendance law requiring school at-
tendance for six months each year up to Sixteen
except that in cases of extreme poverty a child
may leave school for work at twelve. Such a
law fails before those who need protection most.

Inequality of opportunity, that is what state
requlation of child labor has achieved. It is not
American, in so far as results go, in this year
1935. There is but one way to assure to" all
children, of the most backward as well as of
the most progressive states, an equal chance at
a child’s life. Education, growth, freedom for a
child’s interests in work and play—these are the
makmg of children into citizens fit to carry on
in a Christian democracy. o

If the Child Labor Amendment is ratified these
are its promise. o

Twenty-four of the thirty-six_states necessary
for ratification are now waon. The other twelve
can be secured if every opinion molding agency
in the country does its share in educating public
sentiment to understand, and so to favor, the
Child Labor Amendment. _

States which have Ratified the Child Labor

_ Amendment

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho,
llinois, Indiana, lowa, Maine, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, Utah, Washington, West Virginia, Wis-
consin, Wyoming.

Financing the Church
C. P. Lanpher

LONG, long time ago Jesus said to His

disciples, “The poor ye have always with

you.” There is a similarity in the truth

of this statement and in the perpetual P

and the continued complexity of church
always with us. It has been said and doubtless
well “said, that the question of man’s relation to
money has been the acid test at each successive
stage in the development of the peogle from the
Exodus onward. A conspicuous public example
was given in the case of Achan with his wedge of
gold (Josh. 7:1-18) as lsrael was about to enter
on its national life and again on the threshold of
the history of the Christian Church, Ananias and

inance



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 9%

Sapphira as fearful warnings for all time to come,
against the sin of withholding a definite pledge
or process in giving of money from the Lord.
The author of that interesting book, “Maney
the Acid Test,” says some very interesting things
concerning giving and our relation to it.

To quote, “How can life be summed up in
dollars and cents or parceled out into tenths or
any other fractions? Our Lord very explicitly
points out that in a very real sense there are
things that are God's and in no less a sense
are there ‘things that are Caesars.’ To.sa%/ that
all th|ng1$ are God's including Caesar’s is but to
raise religious dust and indulge in J}IQU$ cant.
While not falling into the fallacy of dividing life
into air-tight compartments of ‘sacred’ and
‘secular,” let no one close his eyes to the fact that
there is a clear-cut distinction to be observed
between the ‘sacred” and the ‘secular’. While
the sacred should permeate the whole, yet all
life cannot possmlﬁ be reduced to one level.
All days are not the same; the Lords Day is
set a?_a(t as the Sabbath was of old by sanctions
of religion, rest and WOFShIF in a way quite dif-
ferent from other days. All money is not to be
treated the same way, a certain portion is to
be set apart ‘unto the Lord” and this should in-
fluence the disposing of the remainder. He
with whom ‘a thousand years are as one day’ has
taken time to slowly train the race, leading man-
kind up by almost imperceptible gradation toward
the ultimate standard.

“First Grade—A Tenth—Throughout the an-
cient pagan world the right of the powers to a
portion of all property was well-nigh universally
recognized centuries before the time of Moses,
indeed even before Abraham, clay tablets dating
3,800 years before Christ prove these facts.

“Second Grade—The Tenth—In the patri-
archal period, Abraham offerlng the tenth to
Melchizedek, the priest-king of Salem, anticipat-
ing the dq?/ when men would lay their most
precious gl ts at the feet of our divine Lord
gHeb. 7.4).  Likewise Jacob, his grandson, at
ethel pledged to God, ‘Of all that thou shalt
ive me | will surely give the tenth unto.thee’
%Gen. 28:22).

“Third Grade—Two Tithes Prus—When the
Hebrews became a nation, the tithe was applied
to the purposes of their religion, and provided for
in the statutes of their ceremonial law. Each
bead of a-family among the. Jews was bound by
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direct enactment to give a tenth of all his yearly
income or increase to the support of the Levites,
but the Levites, in turn were required to pay
‘a tenth part of the tithe’ unto the Lord (Num.
18:26-29). The Hebrew was obliged to pay a
second tenth which was used for the maintenance
of the feasts (Deut. 14:22,23) and in addition,
there were trespass offerings, long and costly
journeys to the temple and sundry other religious
charges, all imposed by divine sanction, beside
the freewill offerings. Taking all these items, it
is undoubted that amon% the Jews every head of
a family was under a re i(};jous obligation to con-
tribute "as much as one-fifth, perhaps as much
as one-third of his yearly income. The ripe
fruitage of this benevolent system of Israel
appears incarnate in the person of Zaccheus
when our Lord called him out of the sycamore
tree and he turned at once to the matter of
personal account and said, The half of my
goods | give to the poor’ (Luke 19:8).”

If there was a system of givinF religiously
observed among God’s ancient people under the
old dispensation which met the needs of God’s
work and functioned alwa%/s unless ignored, would
it reflect credit uE_on the Lord to omit the
furnishing of a working plan for the present dis-
pensation with its greater light and illumination
and the multiplied demands presented? Un-
questionably one of the cnpplln% things today
in church finance is method. There is such a
variety in the manner of giving, such a collection
of miscellaneous ideas practiced in various con-
gregations that our system of benevolence repre-
sents as many models and ways of giving as the
varied styles in the automobile market today.
The result is that much of the time we find our-
selves on the ra%ged edge of wonderment as to
how to secure the necessary funds to boost a
depleted church treasury. Unquestionably amaong
the holiness people there is a general recognition
of the practical worth of the tithe system, that
is not to the extent of the varied tithes and
offerings. of . the ancient people of God but of
laying- aside, one-tenth of the weekly or .monthly
income, but one difficulty is encountered here and
that is after the, individual’s eamings have been
tithed, the tithe is split into so many sections
and scattered over such an extensive area that
none of the demands are fuII_Y met and the age-
old problem still exists, while we devise more
methods, more specials, miles of pennies, mort-
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gage tonics, tin-bank accumulations, etc., etc., to
pay the preacher, the rent, the mortgage interest,
the budgets and the ever increasing demands that
are laid upon us as preachers. Personally we are
persuaded that this abstract, generalizing way of
glv!nﬁ defeats our arrival at the objective for
which we so bllndlyfgrope. If this is God’s way
of church finances for our day, then He was
more indulgent in clarifying the vision of His
ancient people than He is in making plan or
working system of finance to the church today.
Unquestionably the method of haphazard.glvm%
was one of the causes of the introduction o
questionable money-raising methods in the church,
suppers, bazars and what not. The cold, hard
facts cannot be ignored, if a church expects to
exist it must have money to pay its local de-
mands and meet its benevolences.

In bringing this article we wish to more than
voice our theoretical notions regarding the all-im-
portant matter of church finances. If a system
works be it human or divine, sacred or secular
it establishes a place of recognition which can-
not be ignored by honest observers.

The Bible not only magnifies the thought of
the tithe and its separation from the original
amount but it just as clearly teaches the dis-
RAosmon or place of det)osn for the tithe. If

alachi had said, “Scatter all the tithes from
Dan to Beersheba it might have been in keeping
with much of the process here, there and every-
where today, but he pointed out a distinct place
of lodgment for the tithes and offerings. King
Hezekiah prepared chambers or storehouses in
the house of the Lord and it is declared that
they brought in “the offerings and the tithes and
dedicated things faithfully” (2 Chron. 31:11).

As long as a workable system in the Old
Testament is not abrogated in the New Testa-
ment but is commended by Jesus (Matt. 23:23),
is it good 1hud ment on our Part to substitute
another method or a variety of methods for this
system of success wherever it has been faithfully
tried? Bishop Fowler once said, “On the day of
judgment more people will stand condemned for
the way they use their money than for any
other one thing.” _

It was during the trying daﬁs of 1918 when
the flu epidemic closed every church in the city
where we were pastor. Half sick with the disease
we clung to the pulpit one Sunday morming and
preached from Malachi 3:10, “All the tithes into
the storehouse.” We circulated slips that Sunday
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morning and a co-operating membership signed
tr}e pledges which read, “I will deposit one-tenthi
of my

w.eekI% earnm?s on the contribution
plate of this church.” Tt was the ushering in of
a new era in that church. Old, unpaid obliga-
tions were dug up and settled. Each Sunday
morning, though there were no services in the
house of God, our Nazarene treasurer made his
way to each Nazarene home and found the
storehouse tithe awaiting his coming and his
srt]atek;nﬁnt was, “Plenty of money now to pay
the bills.”

~Again it was a small church we were serv-
ing, the membership was largely women. We
secured nineteen signatures to the storehouse
covenant who agreed to faithfully lodge their
tithe on the contribution plate each Sunday.
This little church with only six men in the mem-
bership paid us thirty dollars a week, spent a
thousand dollars in church repairs in one year
under this system and ran their District and
General Budget from around three hundred dol-
lars up to twelve hundred and fifty dollars the
last year of our ministry among them. We had
only nineteen tithers of the over forty members
in this church, had we had “all the tithes” we
might have done better. There was no more
money there that year than in other previous
years but we did succeed in directing it into a
new channel, namely, the storehouse treasurh/
and the benevolent exercises of that little churc
doubtless created holy E)ulsatio.ns, that echo on
far India’s shore and” other mission fields. We
believe as surely as we live that the fruitage of
unpaid District Budgets, General Budgets and
the miscellaneous lot of neglected obligations
have sometimes been occasioned because Nazarene
money has found other channels than the sacred
objective of the storehouse treasury.

he number of church members on the New
York District is approximately 2,000. Supposlng
that each wage earner of this district deposite
his tithe each week or month on the contribution
Blate. If the wage earners of this district num-
er one-third or one-half of the district mem-
bership and'the forty church treasurers of this
district counted these offerings each Sunday
night or Monday morning what would be the
result? Such statistics cannot be gathered, but
we have found that one of the most evasive
things that we have ever hunted for in the
column of the “Lost,” “Strayed” or “Stolen” is
the tithe. Like PaddyVflea, it will find more
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places of concealment than a lively disease germ.
It is an easy thing to write papers for preach-
ers’ meetings and generate ideas as to what is
fact and what is fancy but with all the sin-
cerity of which we are capable we espouse the
method which with us when utilized has never
failed in results that amazed us and promoted
spirituality among those who practiced it. It is
my custom to keep tab on m%/ church treasurer
and know the condition of the various benev-
olences. The fact that my salary is handed me
each Sunday night without failure fails to satisfy
me as to the condition of the treasury. There
are more obligations of the church than the
Payment of the pastor. If I am not a conscience-
ess preacher, | am wondering now and then
about the District Superintendent’s salary.

| know it takes maoney to pay my bills but
what about my superior on the district. How
about the crying needs of the faithful mission-
aries who endure so much more than | do or
ever will? If | have only a passing interest in
these demands that are as real as my own, there
is something that | need that cannot be counted
in filthy lucre, something that is not material
in its nature but spiritual, and illuminating in
its character that will help me as a New Testa-
ment é).lealder and promoter that cannot rest
until district and general demands are forth-
coming and sure as is the compensation which
| receive as the local head of the church. Un-
questionably the staggering problem of everv
pastor is not inclination to pay every bill and
meet every demand but the how of the thing is
the question. MJ local church treasurer said
to me the other day, “Brother Lanpher, we are
seventy dollars in arrears.” There are some
bills in our church like in every church that just
must be met.

At the last District Assembly the Ways and
Means Committee failed to heed the request of
our church board for a reduction from the
thirty dollars a month for budgets, so we bowed
our head and said in spite of interest demands
on church property and local expenses, with
geople out of work and no income there must
e a way to do it. After this information from
my treasurer | borrowed m?]/ treasurer’s book and
began hunting for lost tithes. Some were not
lost, they were very punctual in their church at-
tendance. In running over this tell-tale volume
of financial history I found some good reading.

One good woman with a family of four and an
income of ten dollars a week had contributed
$1.18 each Sundag for 22 Sundays. Another
conscientious member who digs clams for a liv-
mqb part of the time had averaged $2.23 each
Sabbath for the period of 22 Sundays. A young
woman with a small wage in a mill had" been
faithful with her $1.32 for the 22 Sundays.
These offerings had been the tithe. This iIn-
formation stimulated me afresh that storehouse
tithing is the solution for financial problems.
These items were not all | found, | was still
hunting for the elusive tithe. | found the
creature, and my conclusion was that the biggest
thing he needed was the beckoning hand of the
pastor to report once more for duty. | discovered
that three contributors had fallen behind $91.00
in 22 Sundays. Here was my lost seventy dollars.
| told my next Sunday morning congregation
what | had discovered in the treasurer’s books.
If it was not welcome news, they soon complied
with it graciously, and the issue of storehouse
tithes began once more to flow in the rl?ht di-
rection. One 800d brother had sixteen dollars in
his next Sunday offering and the last board
meetm%the treasurer reported both budgets paid
up with every other current obligation, and a
balance in the treasury. . o
We are not acquainted with your financial
worries as a pastor, but we do know our own,
so have spoken from experience. However is
it not true if the absence from the church
treasury of the evasive tithe of a few church
members can throw the financial mechanism into
reverse, the recovery of those tithes will furnish
the remedy for perfect functlonmgi of the machine,
and if a local church can be slowed uh). in its
financial .rqgram so can a district be nindered
if an individual church falls behind in meet-
ing her quota. TruIK
said, “We must all
han% separately.” o _
~ The latest report of our District Superintendent
is that if he had the funds he could organize a
half dozen churches and for one pastor | believe
It.
He is dead whose hand is not open wide
To help the need of a human brother;
He doubles the length of his lifelong ride
Who gives his forfunate place to another;
And a thousand million lives are his
Who carries the world in his sympathies.
To give is to live.

as the American patriot
ang together or we shall

(33)
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Sermon Improvement
Harvey S. Galloway

What is a sermon? What do we mean by
the term sermon? If the sermon is an abstract
entit% to be improved for its own sake, to be
polished until it stands out as a wonderful piece
of art and nothing more—then sermon im-
provement is one thing. But if the sermon is a
means to an end, a vehicle of expression, a con-
veyance to Fet the message of God from the
burning soul” of the preacher to an eternity
bound  people—then sermon development i
quite another thing.

_But what is a sermon? ~Webster’s Dictionary
PIVGS the following definition: “A discourse de-
Ivered in public, usually by a cler%yman, for
the purpose of religious instruction, and grounded
on some text or passage of Scripture.” The
Standard Dictionary defines it as. “A discourse
based on a passage or text of the Bible, delivered
as a part of a church service—hence any dis-
course intended for.the_%ulplt.” Personally, 1
cannot be satisfied with either of these definitions.
They are correct in _meanm% according to the
gheneral usage of the times. But it seems to me
that the word “sermon” implies the following
thought in addition to the above definitions:
It is a message from God through the preacher to
the ﬁeople; it is the preaching or proclaiming
of the Word of God to the people. If the
sermon is not a message of God, and if it does
not clinch its truth around the needs of the
people, it can hardITy be classed as more than a
religious lecture. The Apostle Paul recognized
the necessnY of this divine element in the sermon
when he talked of “the foolishness of preaching”
and its power to save the world.

How may we improve the sermon? To im-
prove the sermon is to improve the preacher, for
the sermon_is the product of the man, the
preacher. True, the message is of God and
comes from the Word of God, but it is colored
and given form in the channel through which
it passes, so we may still s%, the sermon is the
product of the preacher. Then to improve the
sermon the first task of the preacher is to im-
prove himself.

With this background for our thinking, let us
notice some elements in sermon improvement,

The first element in sermon improvement is a
growing knowledge of the Word of God and
wisdom in its Interpretation. The preacher’s
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authority is the Bible. Here is God’s message
for the people. No longer does God reveal His
messages direct to man. That day is passed.
But He speaks to man in His Word and through
His Word. Here the preacher is to get the
message for the people. The preacher must be
familiar with his stock in trade and that knowl-
edge must be a growing one. The groceryman,
to be a success, must know his stock. The
housewife would not continue patronizing a man
who gave her corn meal when she asked for
butter, or cake when she asked for bread, or
pork when she asked for beef steak. He mlglht
plead ignorance, but she would calmlr reply,
‘You are supposed to know,” and go elsewhere.
A few Kears ago | went to work in a mercantile
establishment of a large city. The first day |
spent in looking over the “stock and working
with it. The next day | began selling those
articles placed out on the counters. But when
a customer asked for a better shirt or tie, he
had me. | would |mmed|ateIY bluster around
and hunt, or ask another salesman where to
find it, and would sometimes make the sale or
about as often lose it. But | stayed there sev-
eral years. | came to know the stock so well
that 1 could not only find what | needed but
could also tell of the qualities of the respective
articles and could anticipate demand and place
orders accordingly. 1 got to where | could
“preach” a pretty good “selling sermon” because
| knew my stock In trade, and before | left |
was drawmg[ the largest commissions in the de-
partment. The Bible is the preacher’s storehouse
of truth, and, if his sermon is to be worth lis-
tening to, he must know the storehouse. Iﬁnor-
ance is absolutely inexcusable. 1 have nheard
preachers cite references that were not correct
and use historical incidents of the Bible totally
ohut of their setting or with a wrong account of
them.

Not alone must the preacher know the where
of Scripture truths, but he must learn the quality
and application of the parts of Scripture truths
and their relationships to each other. The %o_od
groceryman will not attempt to sell the frills
when the family’s need is for meat and bread
and potatoes. Neither will he try to sell a hun-
dred pounds of soda; though he might sell a
hundred Founds of potatoes. But we preachers
do not always know as much about the truths
of the Scripture entrusted to our ministry.

The preacher must not only learn his Bible
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but must also be wise in its interpretation. Paul’s
admonition to Timothy was to_rightly divide the
word of truth. | am acquainted with dpeople
who know the Bible as far as a knowledge of
its contents is concemned, but who wrest its
truths to their own damnation and to be a cover
for their inconsistent lives. ~ Brethren, if our
sermons are to be true, if they are to be im-
proved, let us learn better how to interpret the
truths of the Word of God!

The Bible is our standard of preaching, our
source Book of gospel truth. He who would
improve his message to the people must be con-
stantly exploring its hidden recesses and leaming
of its life-giving truths.

The second factor we shall notice in the study
of sermon improvement is an increasing com-
prehension of the needs of the people to whom
the sermon is directed. Probably the temptation
comes to almost every minister to live the secluded
life, to be, in a sense, a hermit. It is so easy
to be secluded and protected and lose contact
with men and their thoughts and their needs.
But, if the preacher is to improve his message
to men, he must learn to know men. He must
be a student of humanity. | do not mean to
say that he must be a handshaking, club-going,
“mollycoddle” parson, or that he must assume
an affected manner. That kind of a fellow is
disgusting. A preacher need not spend all his
time in social and club contacts. However he
must be a man among men. He must mingle
with people and learn what they are thinking
about, their attitudes, their problems, and their
needs. If there were no benefits to the #)eqple
themselves in pastoral calling, there is sufficient
benefit to the preacher in his study of people to
justify it and make it profitable. The evan_giellst
will need to study men, but his study will of
necessity be in a more general sense.  But the
pastor must not only understand general char-
acteristics and needs, but also the specific needs
and problems of his own peaple.

| strongly suspect that the most of us who are
preachers of the gospel could make a tremendous
Improvement in our sermons by making them
more true to life. Too often the ministry may
be indicted for bringing musty theological dis-
courses, foreign to the lives of the people. A
proper study of people and a systematic un-
derstanding "of their problems and needs will
help to %ut point and human interest in our
sermons that will help us to reach men.
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The next element in sermon improvement is
a_developing communion with God on the part
of the preacher. If the preacher is to be God’s
messenger, he must at least be on speaking terms
with God. God’s message to a nee.dy.peoiple!
And God’s messenger! ‘What implications! If
those terms are to be more than mere fiction,
there must be between the heart of the preacher
and God a fellowship and communion. A de-
veloping communion means a message or mes-
sages that are improving. In the hour of com-
munion the preacher will secure the divine will
and purpose for the sermon. All of us have at
times been in the strait betwixt two, when of
two or more lines of thought we hardly knew
which to pursue. Then there have been times
when we were confident of His purpose for the
message. Then how many of us have been
chagrined by the realization that we have
preached the wrong sermon or made the yvrongi
application because we mistook the direction 0

od or would not wait for it. But as we learn
to pray better, we shall learn better the solution
of this problem.

From the life of prayer there comes wisdom
for applymgi the message to the hearers. Has
not the Bible said, “If any of you lack wisdom
let him ask of God . . . and it shall be given
him.”  Then out of the hour of communion
comes the unction without which the sermon is
dead and lifeless. Brethren, does God bless us
as we preach? Out of a better communion with
God we shall have better sermons for the people
who are entrusted to our care.

_ Another element that is of primary importance
in sermon improvement is a developing mind
on the part of the preacher. A keen, alert mind
is necessary to the proper Freachmg of the gospel,
to efficient sermon development.  An effective
memory is a valuable aid in preaching. Who of
us has not admired Bud Robinson as he has
woven text after text and passage after passage
into his messages? But his memory did not
come by accident, but by development through
hard work. A trained memory is a valuable as-
set in both the development and delivery of the
sermon.  But memory is not all. A keenness of
mental processes is necessary to see and make
adjustment to various situations that may arise
and to be alert to the leadership of the Holy
Spirit.  Correct habits of thought In the homiletic
development of the sermon are invaluable. As
one trains himself in thinking, he will be able to
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produce better arranged and more effective
sermons. | sometimes Pet out an outline of a
sermon ﬁreached. several years a?o and prepare
to preach from it again. Very often | find that
the material of that message must be completely
rearranged and perhaps some of it eliminated and
other material added. This is an mterestmg
comparison of one’s mental processes now an
those of a few years ago.

Not least in the development of the mind of
the Freacher to produce better sermons is the
development of the ability to weigh a proposi-
tion and discern its relative importance to other
propositions in the sermon and its Suitability to
the needs of the people. | am reminded of the
story of the youngster who was watching his old
grandfather load his old muzzle-loading shot
gun and fire away at something in a nearby
tree. Again and again the old man reloaded
and shot his gun. The old man raved about
not being able to get the squirrel, but the lad
could see nothing in the tree. At last the boy
caught on and exclaimed, “Grandfather, that is
no squirrel in that tree but a louse on your
spectacles!” And what preacher has not spent
time and effort shooting away in his sermon only
to awaken to the fact that he was shooting at a
louse on his spectacles. | am afraid that a great
many church problems have been caused by a
slow-witted preacher setting up a clay pigeon
and proceeding with pomp and ceremony to
shoot at it—or spending his time killing mos-
quitoes instead of .destroylndg _their  breeding
places. The preparation and delivery of a mes-
sage of the gospel of Jesus Christ requires the
best trained and most alert mind the preacher
can give to the task.

Another element of sermon improvement with-
out which the sermon is always short of its pos-
sibilities is study for sermon content, or the
athering of proper sermon material. Of course
the basic thought of every sermon must be based
on the Word of God. But even the Word of
God is not always unfolded to us until we have
found out what others think and say about it,
And then there is an inexhaustible wealth of
available material for illustrating, enlarging upon,
and embellishing the basic thought of the mes-
sage. Inasmuch as a previous paper written by
myself had for its subject “The Preacher’s Re-
sources,” | shall not go into this f)art of the sub-
ject except to classify the material. The preacher
earnestly desiring to improve his message will
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find a background of reading, general and spe-
cific, to create a reserve in his own mind. Then
books of reference occupy an important place.
He cannotfpuﬁ too much stress upon the refer-
ence part of his library. A study of sermons and
sermon_outlines will prove a very fruitful field.
Illustrations drawn from reading and experience
will make available a wealth of material.

Probably one of the greatest aids in making
one’s reading and study effective in sermon im-
provement would be a proper sKstem of mdexmg
and filing material found. 1 have not worke
out a satisfactory system for myself, though |
feel the need of 1t very keenly. =
‘The last field of endeavor to which we shall
direct our attention for this discussion is that of
study for effective sermon delivery. Here is
where the most of us could make tremendous im-
Erovement in our sermons.  The pulpiteer should
e a master of English. | do not mean that he
should necessarily be a grammarian or that he
should be far advanced in the study of rhetoric
and literature, though a study of these is valuable.
Nor do | mean that he Should embellish his
speech with flowery adLectwes and high sound-
ing words. Sometimes that does more harm than
good. But he should be a master of English, a
master of words and their combinations. He
should be able to convey his thought in simple,
easily understood language, so that there is no
confusion amon% his hearers. Who of us has
not floundered for a word or despaired at his
inability to put his thouqhts into expression?

Then the fundamentals of public speaking
and the mechanics of sermon delivery must
come in for their part in improving the ‘sermon,
not for their sake, nor for the sermon’s sake
alone, but for effectiveness in getting the mes-
saqe to the people. Many good sermons have
falled to reach their mark™ because the preacher
was unable to put them across.

How may we improve our sermons? Let us
sum up for a moment. We may improve them
by effective Bible study, by a study of men, by
a fuller communion with God, by attention to
our own mental processes, by a conscientious and
s¥stematlc gathermF of material, and by more
effective sermon delivery.

The task of better getting the message across,
of improving the sermon, is not done with the
setting of the sun. The preacher must work at
this job until the summons notifies him that his
work is done.
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The Spread of the Doctrine and Expe-
rience of Holiness Amongst the
People of Africa

Dr.D. Hynd

EVERAL of the older missionary societies
Sm Africa gor instance, Paris Evangelical,

Berlin Lutheran, American Board) have

been celebrating the centenary of the establisse found amongst those earl

ment of their missionary work in Africa, remind-
ing us that it is only 100 years since, following
the explorations of David Livingstone, the
churches in the so-called home countries began
their efforts to evangelize Africa? There is little
doubt that the urge for missionary evangelism
especially in Britain and America was the result
of the great spiritual movement that swept over
those countries through the preaching of John
Wesley and his Methodists at the end of the
18th and begmnln% of the 19th centuries. The
central theme of the Wesleyan revival was the
doctrine and experience of “Christian perfection”
or “holiness™ in the believer.

At the end of the 19th century and be inninF
of the present century there were many who felt
that the original theme which had provided the
impetus for that great movement was being neg-
lected, and the so-called holiness movement was
initiated in various parts of Britain and Amer-
ica almost simultaneously and once again the
flames of a great missionary exodus were Kin-
dled through the preaching of men filled with the
Spirit of God and working independently. Men
and women touched by the fires of this move-
ment went forth to various parts of the world
as missionaries to initiate amongst the tribes and
nations a movement that would insure the main-
tenance of the spiritual experience of holiness
amongst the native Christians and the young
church that would be established.

Those who felt called to Africa congregated
around Port Elizabeth about 1909-1910, where
Rev. Hundley gathered together missionaries
from the various holiness groups from Britain
and America as they set foot on African soil.
The policy of these early pioneers was the estab-
lishment “of an “International Holiness Union
of Africa,” as it was called, and the method was
to establish a school for natives who would be
drawn from various tribes. The co_n?regatl_ng
together of missionaries and potential native
preachers was to be a mutually helpful process
whereby the missionaries would learn the lan-

uage of the tribes to which they would go and
the native workers would receive from the mis-
sionaries the_training that they needed.

However impracticable this scheme may have
proved to be at that time, it has nevertheless
proved to be the birth of the holiness movement
In Africa. Names which are now written indeli-
bly on the pages of holiness history in Africa
_ %pmneers at_Port
Elizabeth: Mrs. Etta Innis S wIeg, Rev. D. B.
Jones, Rev. M. Schoombie, Rev. Schmelzenbach,
Revs. Fuge and Sclater. .

Revs. Fuge and Schoombie from a holiness
group around Cincinnati, Ohio, laid the founda-
tions of work which is now attached to the
Pilgrim Holiness Church of America; Rev. D. B.
Jones of the International Holiness Mission of
England came out and later began what has
become the foreltgn work of that Mission; Rev.
Schmelzenbach from a group around Peniel,
Texas, and Miss Etta Innis from God’s Bible
School, Cincinnati, became affiliated with what
became the Church of the Nazarene. _

When the experiment at Port Elizabeth did not
for various reasons fulfill all the expectations
looked for from it, this group of early holiness
pioneers were scattered to various parts of the
subcontinent. Rev. D. B. Jones went to the
mining compounds of Johannesburg and began
work “there; Revs. Sclater and Schoombie were
the first missionaries of the holiness group to enter
Swaziland where they established what is now
the work of the Pllgrlm Holiness Church, which
later also established work in Natal. Rev. and
Mrs. Schmelzenbach and Miss Etta Innis went
to Swaziland in 1911 and began the missionary
work of the Church of the Nazarene.

The various holiness movements started in this
way amongst the Bantu of Africa thus had a
common origin, and the workers have kept close-
ly in touch and in fellowship with each other
largely due, no doubt, to their common origin,
the early sharm% of hardships and the similarity
of aim ‘which they had, and each resulting sec-
tion has followed the progress of the other with
interest and prayer. .

Spread—It S Interesting to review the spread
of these movements and to see how in the provi-
dence of God they have pursued parallel courses
kt))ot_h as regards progress and geographical distri-
ution.

From the compound work in Johannesburg the
International Holiness Mission has followed its
converts to Gazaland and the Eastern Transvaal.
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From Swaziland the Church of the Nazarene
spread to Johannesburg, Gazaland, and the East-
ern Transvaal. .

The Pilgrim Holiness Church has worked faith-
fully in Swaziland and Natal. o

For the past 25 years the self-sacrificing labors
of these ea(IY pioneers, who, thank God, are
nearl?{ all still amongst us, have resulted in the
establishing of a multitude of native holiness
churches pastored by native holiness preachers
working as three separate denominations in the
same fterritories as mentioned above. In each
territory their borders are contiguous and in
some cases overlap. o

The purpose of the review is that those of
us who are entrusted in these days with the
spread of holiness throughout this great continent
or as much of it as God may in His providence
allocate to us to evangelize, might consider the
best means to promote the cause we all love, and
see whether through closer co-operation or amal-
gamation in certain forms of missionary endeavor
In the areas where we are working, we mlﬁht
not be able to lead on the native holiness churches
which have been established for 25 years in a
united effort to spread the doctrine “and expe-
rience of holiness not only in their own areas
but to other parts of Africa. o

May it not be that with real Christian states-
manship and disinterested loyalty to Christ we
might be able to do in a co-operative effort what
we might not be able to do working singly for
the advance of the cause of holiness through-
out southern and central Africa? May the present
time not be God’s opportune moment for a great
united advance by the native holiness churches,
assisted and inspired by the Euro?ean mission-
aries, to bring to other Parts of Africa the spir-
itual experience which they possess and which
they must propagate? May such an effort not
prevent the onset of that decay which has always
characterized the early churches which have neg-
lected to spread themselves in other needy parts?

European Work—Several efforts have also
been made to initiate and organize a holiness
movement amongst the European population of
South Africa, which numbers just over 1,000,000,
This characterized the early éfforts around Port
Elizabeth, Miss Etta Innis being the pastor of a
%roup of Europeans who were brought in throu%h
the preaching of herself and others. From the
ranks of these went forth several Christian
workers and_missionaries. _

Further, Rev. D. B. Jones and other mis-
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sionaries on the Rand have, in the midst of a
heavy native work, not been unmindful of their
duty to the European population. Although not
having the time to do anythm(}; of an organized
nature their efforts have borne fruit and prepared
the way. Holiness evangelists from overseas,
for example, Rev. Shelhamer of the Free Method-
ist Church, and Rev. Hodgin of the Pll?rlm
Holiness Church, as well as other faithful local
workers have held special missions throughout
the country which have resulted in numbers of
Europeans being saved and sanctified.

It may not be too much after the nature of
a dream to visualize a great Holiness Church
of Africa comprising all races v_vorkm% together
for the spread of scriptural holiness throughout
the African continent.

It is outside the scope of the writer to suggest
ways and means of doing this. As missionaries
we are rather committed to the task of consolidat-
ing the efforts made by the pioneers of the
movement amongst the natives of Natal, Swazi-
land, Gazaland, eastern Transvaal and the Rand,
and of leading on the native churches as a united
whole co-operating to give to other nee_dﬁ parts
of Africa the truths of the gospel which have
been working amongst themselves for the past
25 years. It is not too much to expect that the
Spirit of God working through the native
churches will lead them on to such work, and
we must beware of standing in their wa?/. This
year might well be called the Silver Jubilee year
of the start of the holiness movement in South
Africa and what could characterize it better than
a movement toward a closer association in the
fields already occupied and a forward move by
the native churches into .mlssgonarﬁ service.

It is with this thought in mind that the writer
brings this matter before you in hope that prayer-
ful meditation over it may lead us further into
God’s will for the young™ churches over which
the Lord hath made us overseers.

Have you read the Easter Forward Offering
Bubllmty matter in the Supplement in this num-
er? It contains material that will be a very
great help to every busy pastor. It offers sug-
?ESIIODS that will start any keen minded minister
fo thinking, and planning. Read it carefully,
it will pay you. Sunday, April 12, is the date.
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The Pastor’s Scrap Book
I. L. Flynn

The Fulfilled Promise

The Qift of the Holy Ghost is the “pouring out”
that Joel prophesied”of, the baptism that John
the Baptist referred to; it is a baptism with fire
and endures with power and is the thoro_ugh purg-
ing and purlf¥|ng that was prophesied of In
Malachi; it is the Holy Ghost himself, the Com-
forter that Jesus promised to His own disciples,
the sanctification Jesus ?rayed that they might
have throq?Ih the truth, the anomtln%.that abid-
eth, the fi mg they received. All this occurred
on the day of Pentecost to those who were al-
ready disciples and followers of Jesus, whose
names were written in heaven and who were not
of this world and belonged to Jesus. And this
is the inheritance every child of God may have
by faith, if he is willing to make the consecra-
tion.—L. A. Crark.

The Sepulcher

The Man had died on the cross,
Knd_tﬂe ?ald anm Itﬂ the tomb;
The Living Stone In the stone,

The Rotk In the rock-hewn room:
The}/] |eft '-Ilm alone with Death,

And sealed the stop at the door;
The% made the seguc er secure,

And set their watch before.

“Lest his friends should steal him. away,
Xnd_ say tﬁat he rose ’§t ey salcf. Y
But |alf escaggd rom Deaft :
And the G -m%n r(%se rom the dead.
The . keﬁll al minds P men
Still thin Epe sepylcher sure,
But Christ had said, *WI” arise,
And the counsels of God endure.

Still His dlscl!PIes go
. ];0 carry .the. wondrous word:
The Lord is risen indeed! i

\{\{e now—we have.s&en and heard.
And the tomb me Fhm 50 SUre,

With the seal of thejr sgorn on the door,
The place wPere the Lord once lay,

Is 'empty forevermore.

—Annje Johnson F

In Sunday School 'Ties.

“The Anointing 0il”
Three things Erohibited:
1 Not to Ut 0l _
the natural man, which is a type of carnality.

2. Not to be put on strangers. Strangers rep-
resent the unregenerated, or backslider; trying to
get sanctified without the new birth.

3. Not to make any like it. That would be
imitating the work of the Spirit—such are the
isms of today. Simon of the Acts of the Apostles’
day thought it could be bought with money.

How Long Was Our Lord in the
Tomb?
(Continued from page sixteen)

hours in all. It was a period which included
either wholly or in part three consecutive units
of 24 hours each. Let this serve as a typical
instance of the difference between our usual way
of reckoning and the biblical way. In the biblical
way years or days are not thought of as progerly
measures of time, but as current periods w o\kl/y
or partlﬁ covered by the events spoken of. We
use a like method in such matters as postage or
mileage. A letter requires one stamp for “each
ounce or fraction of an ounce. The fraction is
counted as if it were a full ounce . .. Samson’s
wife is said to have wept the seven days that
their feast lasted,” though she did not begin
the weeping earlier than the fourth of those
days (Jud. 14:17, 14).” _

_The weight of evidence, therefore, is on the
side of the common interpretation and the his-
torical position of Christian writers and believers
from the first century to the nineteenth, namely,
that the crucifixion and burial of our Lord was
on Friday and His resurrection on Sunday. Quo-
tations mlﬁhl be given from the early fathers of
the Church, preceding the Council of Nice, in-
cluding Barnabas, Justin Martyr and Irena:us,
showing that the Lord’s Day, or Sunday, was
kept by the Christians of the second century
in memory of the resurrection of Christ on that
day, and the action of that council in ordering
the celebration of Easter on Sunday, in AD.
325, is notable as the recognition of the observ-
ance of Sunday as the day of the resurrection by
the followers of Christ from that Sunday, April
9, AD. 30, the day which saw the Lord arise,
to the gathering of the first general council of
the earl?/ Church. And from that day to 1865,
in the fast third of the nineteenth Century no
voice was lifted, no pen moved in favor of other

e put on the flesh. Not honoring days for the crucifixion, burial and resurrection
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of "our Lord than Friday and Sunday.
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